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editor’s letter 


Season’s 
Greetings 


With afresh batch of TV shows onthe 
horizon, EW has pulled out all the stops for 
another edition of our Fall TV Preview. 


T’S SHOW TIME AGAIN: WHILE THE CREATIVE 


minds of Hollywood put the finishing touches 


on the new TV season, we at ENTERTAINMENT | 
WEEKLY put some brainpower into a production of | 


our own—the Fall TV Preview. ® For seven smash 


years, photographer George Lange has been on EW’s 


development team, memorializing everything from 
big duds like Harts of the West to a little show called 
Seinfeld with some of the most striking images in 


print. “We once had to spend 
an incredible amount of energy 
explaining our intentions,” 
says Lange, who, in the past, 
has gotten stars literally to 
stand on their heads. “But it’s 
like an institution now.” 

This year, the new in- 
ductee to the institution was 
stylist Bradley Garlock, the 
man who conceived the sets 
and props—our most elabo- 
rate ever—that brought the 
seven featured fall shows to 
life over four weeks of shoot- 
ing. “We thought it’d be 
great to play up the idea of 
color and give some charac- 
ter to the environment of 
each show,” says Garlock, 31, 
whose past creations for EW 


include a miniature Holly- | 


wood sign demolished by 
media giant Howard Stern 
(#369, March 7). So Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer was placed 
in a blood red high school 
wood shop (“making coffins,” 
explains Garlock), and the 


| 


romantic comedy Dharma 
& Greg merited a warm, 
orangy hue. 

“As soon as the actors 
saw the sets, they respond- 
ed with an added enthusi- 
asm that lent more spon- 
taneity and energy to the 
shoots,” says EW’s associ- 
ate picture editor, Alice 
Babcock. During Kirstie 
Alley’s lilac-toned shoot, re- 
calls Garlock, “Kirstie sud- 
denly remembered a laven- 
der wig she’d seen across 
town at a lingerie store called 
Goddess.” He had it on the 
Veronica's Closet star’s head 
within the hour. “It was per- 
fect.” (For more backstage 
gossip, plus video and photo 
outtakes, check out EW On- 
line—ew.com.) 

As with the fall TV season 


itself, though, not all went as | 


planned during the shoots. 
The Dharma & Greg session 
was stalled for three hours 
because the set’s back wall, 


COLOR SCHEMERS: Garlock (top) and Lange help kick off the season 


which was en route from 
Pasadena, fell off the truck 
seven times. And when 
Brandy Norwood and Michael 
Eisner took time out for our 
Cinderella shoot (which was 
set on an enormous sound- 
stage on the Sony lot, where 
MGWM’s The Wizard of Oz 
was shot), production on The 
Wonderful World of Disney 
musical was brought to a 
standstill for about an 
hour—costing the film’s pro- 


ENTERTAINMENT 


ducers an estimated $15,000. 

Extravagant? Of course. 
Hard work? Definitely. But 
the new TV season is an an- 
nual event EW can’t get 
enough of. Says Garlock, 
“T’m already thinking about 
next year.” 


rie 


JAMES W. SEYMORE JR. 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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BUDS: Jenna Elfman and Thomas Gibson add bounce to ABC’s new sitcom Dharma & Greg 


ON THE COVER 
Kirstie Alley 
photographed 
for EW by George 
Lange, July 31, 
1997 


NEWS & NOTES 


GOOD NIGHT, SWEET PRINCESS Diana’s 
death may well mark a turning point for television news, the 
stalkerazzi, and the Internet. PLUS: A guide to the best books, 


documentaries, and TV programs about Di...Hot Sheet... 
Flashes ...Monitor...and more. 


EWONLINE 
34 Fall TV Preview Kirstie Alley talks 
about the Big One—as in her new sure-to-be-a-hit 
sitcom, Veronica’s Closet. And look who else is talking: 


posts selected features, 
movie reviews, and 
multimedia reviews on Time 
Warner's PatHFinoer network 
(ew.com). The site is also 
accessible through AOL 
(keyword: EW). 


Last Don Danny Aiello on playing the right side of 

the law; tapper-turned-TV dad Gregory Hines on 
choreographing his small-screen debut; Vampire vixen 
Sarah Michelle Gellar on being TV’s hardest-working 
actress; and soon-to-be-Cinderella Brandy Norwood on 
the updating of a classic. pLus: The night-by-night scoop 
on 33 new shows (what’s hot, what’s not); a preview of 


EW Online presents more 
photos from the Fall TV 
Preview and video clips 

of Gregory Hines and 
Jenna Elfman. 


returning shows; a look at fresh faces spicing up old 


series; and the dead characters haunting the tube. 
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 12, 1997 


REVIEWS 


109 MOVIES 

OWEN GLEIBERMAN on The 
Game; also Fire. PLUS: This year’s 
crop at the Telluride Film Festival; 
Reel World; Parents’ Guide. 

117 TELEVISION 

KEN TUCKER onthe Emmy battle; 
also Vibe and The Keenen Ivory 
Wayans Show. PLUS: Emmy pre- 
dictions; On the Air; Twin Peaks 
fans flock to the scene of the show; 
Remote Patrol; What to Watch. 


130 BOOKS 

ALEXANDRA JACOBS on Pieces of 
Time: The Life of James Stewart. 
PLUS: Between the Lines. 


135 MUSIC 

DAVID BROWNE on LeAnn Rimes’ 
“You Light Up My Life” and other 
remakes. PLUS: Hear and Now. 

141 VIDEO 

MIKE D’ANGELO on Fathers’ Day 
and Kolya; also Casper: A Spirited 
Beginning. PLUS: Movies that play 
like TV shows; Lon Chaney, over- 
actor extraordinaire. 

148 MULTIMEDIA 

CAREN WEINER on competing city- 
guide websites. PLUS: Cybertalk. 


DEPARTMENTS 
28 LEGACY Brandon Tartikoff, 


the man who revolutionized TV. 

30 BIZ Production on Grace Un- 
der Fire stops as its unpredictable 
star, Brett Butler, reenters rehab. 


3 EDITOR’S LETTER 

The photographer and stylist behind 
the TV Preview’s color scheme. 

10 MAIL 

The Conspiracy Theory cover; an 
overlooked basketball movie; in 
defense of Rugrats and South Park. 
152 ENCORE 

Sept. 18, 1975: The Patty Hearst 
kidnapping saga comes to an end. 
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Are you sitting on assets that 
could be making money? Do 
you have a database with a 
market that youve never even 
considered? An IBM Internet 
solution can change all that. 
‘Take, for example, Knight-Ridder™ 
Information’s research library 
with over 1.5 million titles. We 
= helped satisfy their customers’ 
information needs, worldwide, 
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THANKS FOR THE 


great cover story on Mel 
and Julia’s new movie 
(#892, Aug. 15). It’s very 
refreshing to read my fa- 
vorite magazine's cover 
story and be able to learn 
about the movie without 
having the plot revealed. 
I went to see Conspiracy 
Theory the same day af- 
ter reading about it, and 
I enjoyed the movie 
thoroughly. Keep up the 
good work! 

KRISTINE E. MIZE 
kmize@tiger.lsu.edu 


Baton Rouge, La. 


Rim Shot 


1 WHOLEHEARTEDLY 
agree with Jay Jennings’ 
assessment of the near- 
perfect mess Hollywood 
has made of basketball 
films (“Ball Boys”). But 
to omit Hoosiers, a far 
superior depiction of the 
game and its effects on 
its participants than 
White Men Can't Jump, 
earns nothing less than a 
flagrant foul. 

ERIC PORVAZNIK 

Van Nuys, Calif. 


‘Park’ Stranger 
WHY ON EARTH DID 
you have a man who 
freely admits he doesn’t 


care for most cartoons re- 


SJESPLT IEVM OBE Re 125, 


view Rugrats and South 
Park (“Salty Peanuts”)? 
Should we expect Jesse 
Helms to review Robert 
Mapplethorpe’s work in 
upcoming issues? And if 
Bruce Fretts does get his 
critic’s license revoked, 
please don’t let him be- 
come a scientist. Phil and 
Lil of Rugrats are not 
“identical twin babies.” 
Identical twins are al- 
ways the same sex. 
WHITNEY A. 
FITZGERALD 

Rochester, N.Y. 


Jewel in the Rough 
DAVID BROWNE NEEDS 
to bleed the ice water 
from his veins. Jewel 
Kilcher’s disarming hon- 
esty, demonstrated on 
Pieces of You and in her 
live performances, is 
breathtakingly refresh- 
ing. In an era when the 
art of songwriting is re- 
peatedly body-slammed 
by technology, Jewel's 
genuine emotion, humor, 
and rich characters are an 
oasis in a musical Mojave. 
I, for one, can’t wait to 
hear her grow “wiser as 
well as older.” 

RUSS LINDWAY 
Lambskulls@aol.com 
Seven Hills, Ohio 


I WAS EXTREMELY UP- 
set after reading the re- 
view of Pieces of You. 
Jewel is an original. I love 
the fact that Jewel’s 
songs tell a story. She is a 
wonderful songwriter, a 
great poet, and a damn 
good yodeler. 

YVONNE PLACHY 
Yvon101@aol.com 

San Carlos, Calif: 


FIVE MILLION PEOPLE 
can’t be wrong. Jewel is a 


wonderful recording 


1997 


artist, and, unlike many 
other singers, you can re- 
late to her songs. She has 
a sweet quality to her 
that makes her appealing 
to everyone. Her CD is 
full of songs from the 
heart that anyone who 
has experienced heart- 
break can listen to and 
understand. Anyone who 
hates Jewel either hasn’t 
given her a chance or is 
seriously disturbed. I will 
stay a Jewel fan till the 
day I die. 

BETHANY CRAMER 
Behappy52@aol.com 
Basking Ridge, N.J. 


FINALLY, SOMEONE 
agrees with me! Thank 
you David Browne for 
giving us an honest look 
at one of the most 
mediocre hit albums that 
I’ve heard in a long time. 
I saw Jewel on the Lilith 
tour, and honestly I was 
pleasantly surprised that 
she was able to pull off a 
45-minute set without 
putting me to sleep. After 
the concert I gave the 
album a second try, but 
I'm sorry, Jewel, this is 
one guy you weren’t 
meant for! 

MATTHEW TURNER 
Worton, Md. 


CORRECTIONS: Director 
Stanley Kramer's last 


feature film to date is 


The Runner Stumbles 
(Books). 
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reader mail. Address letters to En- 
TERTAINMENT Week y, 1675 Broad- 
way, New York, N.Y. 10019. E-mail 
can be sent to /etters@ew.com. 
All correspondence must include 
your name, address, and daytime 
telephone number. Letters may 
be edited for clarity or length. 
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NEWS 


September 12, 1997 /, 


N DEATH, AS IN LIFE, 
Diana, Princess of Wales, 
36, turned the media on its 
ear. From those shocking ear- 
ly hours when the world 
learned that she had been fa- 
tally injured in a high-speed 
Paris car crash, TV news un- 


derwent a transformation 
that rivaled changes brought 
by the Gulf War. The celeb- 
photo industry—universally 
reviled for its predatory prac- 
tices—was sent spinning into 
an uncertain future, and the 
Internet became a site of | 
global mourning for the first | 
time in its history. 
Sharing the trage- 
dy: CNN, the domi- 
nant go-to network in 
times of crisis, faced 
its stiffest competition 
yet from a pair of 
brash news upstarts— 
MSNBC and Fox. Al- 
though CNN probably 
drew a larger viewer- 
ship than its cable 
competitors, a ratings 
victory will be a hol- 
low one; the network's 
wobbly coverage inad- 
vertently included al- 
lowing a Howard Stern 
prankster to get on 
the air. It also wasn’t 
the first to broadcast 
the news that the 
princess had died of 
her injuries: That dis- 
tinction went to Fox, 
which, by using its 


CHIN UP: Di gives a 
wistful look at a June 17 
benefit in Washington 


ly 


Movies / 


TV / Video / 


1961-199 


Her tragic death could prove a watershed for 
the news-gathering biz. by Dana Kennedy 


‘ Books / Music 


Multimedia // 


NOTES 


Edited by Albert Kim 


British sister channel, SK Y- 
TV, announced Diana’s death 
at 11:42 p.m. EDT. Yet cover- 


| age on both CNN and Fox 


lacked the calm, well-bal- 
anced, and consistent tenor of 
MSNBC, which reached big- 
ger audiences than usual 
once NBC picked up its feed. 

As it became more appar- 
ent that something unbeliev- 
ably tragic had occurred, 
MSNBC anchor and rising 
star Brian Williams showed 
all the depth, control, and 
gravitas he lacked a year 


| ago, when, just days after 


MSNBC went on the 
air, he erratically an- 
chored the network’s 
coverage of the crash 
of TWA Flight 800. 
“NBC and MSNBC 
were [working] hard- 
er to ask questions 
about the accident in a 
bit more nuanced 
way,” says Wired me- 
dia critic Jon Katz. 
Even CNN Interna- 
tional VP Chris Cra- 
mer admitted that 
MSNBC “looked good 
enough to me.” 
Meanwhile, CBS 
bungled one of the 
biggest news stories of 
the decade because it 
could not find a re- 
porter or network an- 
chor to go to its New 
York City headquar- 
ters after an initial 
CBS bulletin reported 
the crash. Instead, 
some stations stuck 
with World Champi- 
onship Wrestling until 


local New York City 
WCBS-TV anchor- 
man Vince Dementri 
appeared on the air 
around midnight. 
“There was no con- 
scious decision to go 
with wrestling in- 
stead of Diana,” says { 
a CBS News spokes- 
woman. “We just got 
caught in an unfortu- 
nate circumstance.” 
Of course, the net- 
works, especially 
ABC, which picked 
up the BBC’s feed 
early Sunday morn- 
ing, rallied. “They ; 
put together some 
remarkable specials 
that had greater im- 
pact than the repeti- 
tious coverage the 
cable networks 
were providing,” 
says Robert H. 
Giles, exec director 
of the Media Stud- 
ies Center in New 
York. “The memo- 
rable coverage was 
NBC and ABC.” 
And the network 
stars could be count- 
ed on for some mem- 
orable “gets.” How 
did ABC News lasso 
an emotional John 
Travolta for its two- 
hour Sunday-night 
special? Simple. Mike 
Nichols, husband of 
PrimeTime Live anchor Di- | 
ane Sawyer, is directing Tra- 
volta in Primary Colors and 
called in a favor. Ditto Eleanor 
Mondale, showbiz reporter for 
CBS’ This Morning, who 
leaned on friend Elizabeth 
Taylor when 60 Minutes 
called Sunday to ask her 
what celebrities she could get | 
for its Diana-themed show. 
Stars vs. the paparazzi: 
Not all celebrities had to be | 
persuaded to talk about Di- 


A CHARMED LIFE: (1) Last year in London, after the 
ballet; (2) arm in arm with Phil Donahue in Chicago, in 
dune; (3) at Gianni Versace’s Milan memorial in July, with 
Elton John; (4) greeting Nick Nolte and Barbra Streisand 
in 1992; (5) doing the White House proud with John 
Travolta in 85; (6) Dodi leaves his London home, Aug. 21 


ana. Just as her death may 


have marked a turning point 
in TV news, it sparked a vis- 
ceral outrage in most stars. 
First out of the gate was 
an audibly shaken Tom 
Cruise, who reached a CNN 
switchboard operator in At- 
lanta shortly after 9:30 p.m. 
EDT Saturday, when Diana | 
was reported injured but still 
alive. Giving CNN one of its 
few coups of the evening, 


| 
| 


Cruise, phoning from Lon- | 


don, spoke emotion- 
ally about how he 
/ and Nicole Kidman 
had been chased 
down the same Paris 
tunnel. He demand- 
4 ed that there be 
stricter privacy laws. 
The Nanny star 
Fran Drescher wait- 
ed a bit longer. She 
spoke to EW Tues- 
day to say she had 
heard about Diana’s 
death while she was 
cowering in fear 
from a stalker at 
her L.A. home. 
Drescher had flown 
into Los Angeles 
Aug. 29 and was 
met at the airport 
by paparazzi. Then, 
once she got into 
her limo, her assis- 
tant told her that a 
two-time sex of- 
fender was prowl- 
ing the area around 
her home, after pin- 
pointing her neigh- 
borhood from tab- 
loid reports. “When 
I heard about the 
princess, I wept. I 
was at home afraid 
to unlock the door 
or open a window. 
[We're all] like the 
fox in a fox hunt— 
like a piece of meat. 
It has to stop.” 
Other stars of- 
fered only slightly less impas- 
sioned reactions. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Maria 
Shriver (who were run off 
the road by aggressive pho- 
tographers a few months 
ago), Sylvester Stallone, Lu- 
ciano Pavarotti, Catherine 
Deneuve, Woody Harrelson, 
and even Andre Agassi—be- 


| tween matches at the U.S. 


Open—commented or issued 
statements that were dutiful- 
ly read on radio and TV. ER's 
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The Fallout 


Diana’s death has thrown 
into question several projects 
dealing with the princess and 
the paparazzi, and though the 
contest between good taste 
and crass profit has always 
been predictable, it has never 
been more keen. 

In the U.K., the release of 
the 1997 film That Old Feeling 
has been delayed because one 
of its characters is a papa- 
razzo who had stalked a star 
played by Bette Midler. Mean- 
while, plans are still on to 
bring out the Australian movie 
Diana & Me, starring Toni 
Collette as a Di fanatic who 
teams with a tabloid photog- 
rapher to meet the princess. 

In the U.S., NBC has re- 
stored the original tabloid 
setting of Téa 
Leoni’s The Naked 
Truth, featuring 
several paparazzi, 
for the new TV 
season. It won’t 
comment on the 
possibility of any 
further retooling. 

On the other 
hand, at least one U.S. pub- 
lisher is scrambling to reis- 
sue a book about the prin- 
cess. Simon & Schuster says 
it will soon publish a com- 
memorative edition of Andrew 
Morton’s 1992 Diana: Her 
True Story with an updated 
introduction. And Warner 
Books is moving ahead with 
plans to release celeb trasher 
Kitty Kelley’s The Royals later 
this month. “This isn’t a hit 
on Diana,” claims a spokes- 
woman for the book. “It’s a 
history of the Windsor fami- 
ly. Diana is a major figure in 
the book, but she is not the 
focus.” —Shirliey Fung 
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What the country is talking about this week... 


1 Christy Turlington She’s dropped out of the Fashion 
Cafe. Now who'll do all the work? 


2 Ed Koch The former Big Apple mayor takes over The 
People’s Court. The main difference will be all the extra 
New York City employees standing around doing nothing. 


3 Martha Stewart The domestic goddess has bought 
property in Maine. She’s moving in as soon as the ocean is 
dyed the right color. 


4 El Nifio Spanish for “What happened to my beach house?” 


<5 Bob Dylan He's 
playing a concert for the 
Pope this month. Since it 
takes a miracle to under- 
stand his singing. 


6 Sylvester Stallone 
He’s selling his Miami 
mansion for $27.5 million. 
Dishwasher included? 


| 7 Gasoline Prices rose 
in response to extremely 
| complex global socio- 

| economic stimuli—the 
execs wanted raises. 


8 Bathroom police A casino has started electronically 
monitoring hand washing by employees. It’s called “Mom’s 
Gambling Den.” 


9 Fire Down Below Steven Seagal performs on the 
soundtrack of his new film. Fans say he sings almost as 
well as he acts. 


10 Ex-Lax It’s been pulled from shelves because an ingredi- 
ent caused cancer in animals. But they all died at 7:30 on the dot. 


11 Miss America For the first time, contestants get to 
wear two-piece swimsuits. But brain surgery will still be 
banned from the talent competition. 


12 Mosquitoes A disease-carrying breed is causing quite 
ascare in Florida. One bite and you become five feet tall 
and want to drive a Cadillac. 


13 Big King Burger King’s double-patty answer to the 
Big Mac. Just the thing to eat while watching those 
Soloflex commercials. 


14 The Spice Girls The rumor is that each one will get 
her own perfume. Now you too can smell like spandex. 


15 Ellen DeGeneres The actress says she’s not ready to 
kiss a woman on prime-time television. What about on 
morning television? 
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George Clooney, who 
last November began 
a campaign against 
the stalkerazzi—met ® 
the press after his — 
publicist fielded more | 
than 100 requests J 
for him. The actor | 
denounced Nation- 
al Enquirer editor 
Steve Coz—a prom- “, 
inent TV apologist * 
for the tabs during the 
weekend—blaming tabloid 
journalism for Princess Di- 
ana’s death and calling for a 
tab boycott. “I wonder how 
you sleep at night,” said 
Clooney, addressing Coz and 
his colleagues. 

Though the official investi- 
gation of the accident shifted 
toward the drunkenness of 
Di’s driver, that 
failed to lessen the 
heat on the stalker- 
azzi. From the U.S. 
Open to construc- 
tion sites in New 
Zealand, reports of 
photog bashing are 
on the rise. Even 
some paparazzi are 
expressing remorse. “It was 
a tragic situation that 
could’ve been avoided,” says 
one veteran Di chaser. If Di- 
ana and Dodi al Fayed had 
been using a backup car, 
says the paparazzo (“You 
just pull into a narrow side 
street with your backup car 
right behind. Then the back- 
up car stops in the middle of 
the road, blocking traffic, in- 
cluding the paparazzi behind 


them”), both would still be | 


RISING SONS: 
Diana’s boys, 
William (left) and 
Harry, on Aug. 12 
with their father, 
Prince Charles; 
the crushed 
Mercedes, below 


alive. The ultimate irony, 
adds the photographer: 
“Those pictures [of them 
driving home from the Ritz] 
were not that valuable.” 
Mourning online: Whether 
the anti-tabloid backlash sig- 
nals the true end of the pa- 
parazzi era remains to be 
seen. But Diana’s death does 
mark the beginning of a new 
Internet era. With- 
in an hour of the 
wire reports of the 
tragedy, a memori- 
al Web page was 
registered at Ya- 
hoo!, the popular 
Internet directory. 
By late Monday, 75 
more such sites had 
gone up—including a black- 
bordered photo of Diana at 
the official royal site (www. 
royal.gov.uk) that was so 
flooded with visitors many 
were unable to access the 
page. Mourners around the 
world could turn to a single 
avenue to share their grief. 
That’s one small legacy 
among many for a princess 
long credited with dragging 
the monarchy into the 21st 
century, but no matter the 
form in which it was de- 
livered, the news was 
horrific, numbing, pain- 
ful, and beyond the 
power of words to salve 
the hurt. m (Additional 
reporting by Kristen 
Baldwin, Gabriele 
Marcotti, Jessica Shaw, 
and Noah Robischon) 
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ITH A TOUCH, SHE 
could make a child feel 
loved, a pensioner feel 


young, or a head of state feel 
sexy. With a glance, she could 
convey elegance, high spirits, 
or a loneliness not salved by 
privilege and wealth. Diana, 
the Princess of Wales, the un- 
dereducated, upper-crust girl 
with streetwise media in- 
stincts, had an extraordinary 
ability to communicate, and 
words had little to do with it. 
Rather, she was blessed with 
a charismatic physical ex- 
pressiveness rare in celebri- 
ties; God knows it’s altogeth- 
er absent in her in-laws. And 
she developed the skill to use 
it beautifully, so beautifully 
that millions of Di watchers 
around the world who had 
absolutely nothing in com- 
mon with her rarefied, sadly 
short existence continue 
to leak tears, and want to 
look at something to remem- 
ber her by. 

That expressiveness was 
Diana’s strength, her trump 
card in the struggle to find a 
place for herself, first in the 
thorny mazes of the 
Windsors’ formal DR 
enterprise, later (testa of 
in the world of so- 
ciety and chari- 
ties and men who 
didn’t lavish more 
love on their 
plants than on 
their women. Di- 
ana was a cool 
blond who gave off heat. And 
that was why the public could 
never get enough of her. She 
projected the kind of emo- 
tional range even the least 
royal humans among us could 
relate to: desire, insecurity, 
pleasure, anger, despair, hope. 
And so, by taking up an is- 
sue—whether as lightweight 
as the promotion of British 
fashion, as heavy-duty as the 
banning of land mines, or 
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CHRISTIE'S 


as natural as 
the hug-and- 
kiss affection 
of a mother for 


Drea Minions of WE 


she cast a glow. 

No wonder 
cameras fol- 
lowed, and why, 
as strangers mourn her loss, 
it is in visual documents that 
Diana’s spirit is best captured. 

The famous still photos 
are, of course, yours for the 
clipping from countless mag- 
azines and newspapers. But 
for glimpses of Diana in 
movement, a home archivist 


1997 


her children— | 


Princess 
Of Wails 


On video and in print, a royal presence that 
inspired awe and drew empathy is preserved 
for alltoremember. by Lisa Schwarzbaum 


will also want to dig up 
footage of that spectacular 
July 29, 1981, royal wedding, 
with both stars dazzling in 
their world-stage roles. 
You'll want to tape the hour- 
long A&E Biography profile 
of the princess, which is be- 
ing broadcast Sept. 6 at 


| 8 p.m. EDT. For a particu- 


larly well-made overview of 
the strange, singular, his- 
toric family into which Diana 
married, I’d invest in The 
Windsors: A Royal Family, a 
four-hour documentary that 
aired on PBS in 1994 ($59.98; 
800-645-4727). And, for a 


PETALS AND TEARS: Flowers form a tribute to Diana outside her 


home, London’s Kensington Palace; Christie’s catalog of Di’s dresses 


stunning piece of theater 
that captures the princess in 
all her sadness and media 
savvy, you can do no better 
than study clips from the 
sensational 1995 BBC Pan- 
orama interview with Mar- 
tin Bashir. (The BBC is also 
packaging an hour-long docu 
being called Diana: The Peo- 
ple’s Princess, likely to go on 
sale in a few weeks; check its 
website [www.bbenc.org.uk] 
for more info.) 

As for books about Diana, 
take your pick: There have 
been more than 60 of them 
published in the last dozen or 
so years. The only must- 
have, to my mind, is Diana: 
Her True Story, the revealing 
1992 book by sympathetic 
journalist Andrew Morton, 
produced with the subject’s 
canny cooperation. (You 
might want to wait for the 
updated commemorative re- 
issue being planned by Simon 
& Schuster.) For diversion in 
these sad times, meanwhile, 
you can’t do better than Di 
and | (HarperPerennial, $12), 
a warm, comic 1994 fantasy 
by the consistently witty 
novelist and scriptwriter Pe- 
ter Lefcourt that plunks the 
princess down in a Holiday 
Inn outside of L.A. 

The ultimate keepsake, if 
you can get your hands on a 
copy, might well be the 
Christie’s catalog prepared 
for the auction of 80 of Di- 
ana’s old frocks this past 
June. In the stiff, art-book 
quality pages, no words are 
needed. The model is beauti- 
ful, yes (and noticeably more 
so following her 1996 di- 
vorce). But more to the 
point, the former Diana 
Spencer radiates a vitality 
that, at the time of her 
death, was just beginning to 
bring her a measure of the 
happiness she gave to others 
just by being there. m 
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HARD SELL: You'd think 
that having just released the 
fastest-selling album in British 
history might have mellowed 
Oasis’ infamously prickly 
leader, guitarist Noel 
Gallagher, just a little. But 
even though Be Here Now is 
setting records and debuted in 
the U.S. last week at No. 2, the 
elder Gallagher (brother Liam 
is the band’s lead singer) is as 
irascible as ever. Take his opin- 
ion of rock festivals: “We don’t 
like playing traveling circus- 
type things like Lollapalooza 
because you always get f-—ing 
[jerks] like Courtney Love on 
the bill.” Or his view of Alanis 
Morissette: “She needs a good 
kicking. I find her annoying, 
the same as that Bjérk and 
Sinéad 0’Connor.” Of course, 
Chairman Noel is an equal- 
opportunity ranter: “I joined 
Oasis because [I thought] they 
were all right. They were s--- 
really. Sometimes I think it 
was the biggest mistake I ever 
f---ing made.” Still, he notes: 
“We don’t go out of our way to 


NOEL (LEFT) AND LIAM GALLAGHER 


FLASHES 


upset people. We speak our 
minds, you know what I 
mean?” Clearly. —Jae-Ha Kim 


PERSONAL TOUCH: Soon 


to be the next must-have ac- 


BASINGER 


| Blitzz marketing VP Jeffrey 


cessory for the trend-conscious | 


Muppetphile: The $55 “That 
Tickles” Talking Elmo adult 
sweatshirt, a spin-off of last 


year’s mega-popular Tickle Me | 


Elmo doll. But the garment, 
hitting stores next month, may 
raise a few eyebrows. Sporting 
a large, furry image of Elmo, 


the shirt contains an embedded | 
device that makes it giggle and | 


squeal when someone strokes 
the wearer's chest. Presum- 
ably, women could have prob- 
lems with, uh, overzealous 
Elmo fans. Blitzz International 
defends its product, saying it 
expects no complaints. “What 
we've seen is that most people 
who are going to touch it are 
friends and family,” says 


Sitt, though he jokingly adds: 
“We have gotten requests for 
other kinds of vibrating 
clothes.” As for the inadver- 
tent offender, a Children’s Tele- 
vision Workshop publicist says: 


| “Elmo is only 24. He doesn’t 


| even know what sexual ha- 


rassment is.” —Jessica Shaw 


TO THE STARS: In Holly- 
wood, you’re no one unless 
you’re a player—or an assis- 
tant to one. Given that, the 
Learning Annex offers a semi- 
regular seminar in New York 
and L.A. called “Become a 
Celebrity Personal Assistant.” 
Some skinny picked up at an 
L.A. workshop: The average 


| assistant is female, 38, earns 


| 
| 


random quote 


$42,600 a year, and works 10 
hours a day, often seven days a 
week. Pagers are de rigueur— 
Kim Basinger’s PA, Rena 
Haskins, was beeped twice 


“| want to come up with something that is in- 
credibly thoughtful and not a throwback to 
body counts and headbands. It won’t be ‘He’s 
back. He’s in a tank. And he’s really peeved.’” 


—SYLVESTER STALLONE ON RAMBO /V, WHICH HE HOPES 
TO BEGIN FILMING NEXT YEAR 


during the three-hour class. 
And sometimes the duties can 
be questionable. “Some assis- 
tants have been asked to se- 
cure prostitutes and roll 
joints,” cautions course mod- 


| erator Rita Tateel, chief ad- 
| viser to the Association of 


Celebrity Personal Assis- 
tants. Still, there are perks. 
When Basinger took ill, Has- 
kins got to be Alec Baldwin’s 
date at the Ghosts of Missis- 
sippi premiere. And Fernan- 
do Cubillas, Edward James 
Olmos’ assistant, played oppo- 
site the actor in Selena. How 
do you become a celebrity as- 
sistant? The pros suggest 
getting to know stars by tak- 
ing an entry-level job at a tal- 
ent agency, management com- 
pany, or PR firm. Another 
avenue: Call celebrity assis- 
tants to see if they need...an 
assistant. —Susan Spillman 
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Paul Reiser has babies on the brain. 
First, the comedian became a father 

two years ago (courtesy 
of wife Paula and their 
son, Ezra). Then his Mad : 
About You character be- 
came a dad last May. No 
wonder Reiser spent his 
summer hiatus cranking 
out babyhood. Here’s a numerical 
summary. —Kristen Baldwin 


? PAUL REISER 


uw Number of mentions of “pooping 
up”: 2 

m Number of categories of baby- 
created moisture: 4 

m Amount of weight a woman who 
gained 40-45 pounds during preg- 
nancy should admit to gaining, ac- 
cording to Reiser: 30 pounds 

= Number of times he refers to him- 
self as “Fertile-Man”: 2 

m= Number of chapter titles featuring 
the word elephant (Reiser’s eu- 
phemism for sex): 3 

m= Number of chapters that are 
three pages or shorter: 10 
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: RECOVERING On Aug. 
monitor @Q 


56, underwent preventive 
surgery to remove precancer- 
ous polyps in his large intes- 
tine, at Cedars-Sinai Hospital 
in L.A. “He’s cancer free,” says 
a spokeswoman, adding that 
Diamond “is doing extraordi- 
narily well” and preparing for 
a December tour. 


LAWSUITS Actor Mick- 
Sd ey Rourke, 43, filed a 
breach-of-contract and 
fraud suit against White Hawk 
Pictures, Aug. 27, in L.A. Ac- 
cording to court papers, 
White Hawk broke an agree- 
ment to pay Rourke $1.08 mil- 
lion for work on its upcoming 
production The Flying Dutch- 
man. White Hawk had no com- 
ment.... Actor Jan-Michael 
Vincent, 53, filed suit in Or- 
ange County, Calif., Aug. 26 
against two paramedics 
whom Vincent says damaged 
his vocal cords while treating 
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SHED BE DEAD 


him after a drunk-driving ac- 
cident in August 1996. In court 
papers, Vincent, who allegedly 
suffered partial paralysis of 
his vocal cords from a tube 
placed down his throat, 
claims the injury has ham- 
pered his ability to get acting 
jobs. An Orange County Fire 
Authority spokesman had no 
comment.... On Aug. 25a 
Pasadena federal appeals 
court upheld an October 1995 
lower-court decision and or- 
dered the National Enquirer 
to pay Clint Eastwood, 67, 
$150,000 in damages for pub- 
lishing a fake interview with 
the actor in 1993. According to 
the ruling, the interview gave 
the erroneous impression 
that Eastwood was “washed- 
up as a movie star...courting 
publicity in a sensationalist 
tabloid.” Eastwood had 
sought $15 million.... On Aug. 
22, four weeks after romance 
novelist Janet Dailey admitted 
to plagiarizing the work of fel- 
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TED K€NNEDY 
WAS BACKED 
ORR of HIS 
“1 CAN EAT , 
ANYTHING 
BAR PET 


P te BERD) PELLER 
A Ie 


low novelist Nora Roberts, 
Roberts filed a copyright in- 
fringement suit against Dailey 
in New York City. In court pa- 
pers, Roberts cites over 70 ex- 
amples of plagiarism and seeks 
$75,000 in damages as well as a 
recall of Dailey’s novels Notori- 
ous and Aspen Gold. A Dailey 
spokesman had no comment. 


SPLITS Model Christy 
Turlington, 28, ended her 
partnership with the Fashion 
Cafe restaurant chain Aug. 26 
“due to scheduling conflicts,” 
according to a joint statement. 
The first cafe opened in April 
1995 with Naomi Campbell, Elle 
Macpherson, and Claudia 
Schiffer as spokespeople. (The 
models have no ownership in 
the chain but receive fees for 
promoting it.) Turlington joined 
in July 1995 but has been con- 
spicuously absent from cafe 
events this year. A spokes- 
person for the chain refused to 
comment. —Dave Karger 
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NBC’s Hit Master 


As the force behind the Must See TV shows of the 80s, the 


late Brandon Tartikoff changed the face of the tube. By Ken Tucker 


RANDON TARTIKOFF LOVED HIS 
job, even when his job was Manimal. 
That’s how the TV industry is re- 
membering the exec, who died Aug. 
27 at age 48 while receiving treat- 
ment for Hodgkin’s disease—as a man 
who would back an idea if he believed 
it might entertain, whether the show 
proved a failure or a success. 


Mostly, it was the latter. 
As NBC’s precocious pro- 
gramming chief from 1980 to 
91, Tartikoff was an execu- 
tive weaned on the tube, and 
his TV-centric views brought 
about a revolution in both so- 


phistication and an arch 
awareness that viewers 
were as obsessed with TV as 
he was. He nursed hits like 
Hill Street Blues, Cheers, 
and Seinfeld; helped con- 
ceive The Cosby Show and 


Miami Vice; and stuck with 
low-rated quality shows such 
as St. Elsewhere and Law & 
Order. “He had the best gut 
in the industry,” says L&@O 
exec producer Dick Wolf, 
“and his belief is what saved 
many shows.” 

Producer Steven Bochco 
recalled seeing Tartikoff’s 
golden gut in action when 
Bochco proposed his idea for 
L.A. Law: “T made my pitch, 
and all the other people start- 
ed yammering about how law 
shows never do well. But 
Brandon never said a word. 
And at the end of the meet- 
ing he just said, ‘T like it; let’s 


IN HIS PRIME TIME: Tartikoff (above) went into a peacock strut after the success of both high- and 
lowbrow projects, including (1) The A-Team, (2) Miami Vice, (3) the movie Wayne’s World, which he 
greenlighted when he left NBC to run Paramount, (4) L.A. Law, (5) Cheers, and (6) The Cosby Show 
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do it.’ I'll always respect him 
for going against the tide.” 
Tartikoff was also that 
rare corporate suit who had 
a sense of humor about what 
he did, going out of his way 
to remind people of his low- 
est-brow successes (like 
ALF and The A-Team) and 
grandest flops (like the 
goofy 1983 sci-fi bomb Mani- 
mal). A friend, record pro- 
ducer David Was, describes 
Tartikoff as “a flame-bellied 
competitor whether shuf- 
fling shows or playing fake 
baseball”—a joking refer- 
ence to the L.A. softball 
team Tartikoff pitched for, 
which included such showbiz 
players as The X-Files cre- 
ator Chris Carter. 
Unfortunately, after leav- 
ing NBC for Paramount Pic- 
tures in 1991, Tartikoff’s ca- 
reer was never quite the 
same. He faced a series of 
personal tragedies, including 
the aftermath of a 1991 car 


| crash that seriously injured 


| his daughter Calla, now 14, 
| and a recurrence of Hodg- 
| kin’s, which he’d first been 
| diagnosed with at age 25. 


Recently he had begun to re- 
bound, forming his own pro- 
duction company. He was 
also working on America On- 
line’s entertainment network. 


| According to his mentor, for- 


mer NBC chief Fred Silver- 


| man, Tartikoff remained full 


of energy and ideas. 

His funeral, held at L.A.’s 
Mount Sinai Memorial Park 
Aug. 29, was attended by 
more than 2,000 people, in- 
cluding Jerry Seinfeld, Ted 
Danson, and Mary Steenbur- 
gen. Harvey Shephard, for- 
mer president of Warner 
Bros. TV, notes: “Brandon 
didn’t let the power go to his 
head. He was witty and re- 
silient right to the end.” = 
(Additional reporting by 
Anna David and Joe Flint) 
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Sad Fall From “Grace’ 


a camera and go behind the 
scenes of its troubled sitcom 
Grace Under Fire. 

Regrettably, no one at the 
network is laughing. On Aug. 
27, a spokesman for Carsey- 
Werner, Grace’s production 
company, confirmed that the 
show’s star, Brett Butler, 39, 
had once again entered rehab 
at an undisclosed treatment 
facility for what the company 
describes as a dependency on 
painkillers. (Last October, 
Butler received outpatient 
treatment at an unnamed in- 
stitution for the same prob- 
lem.) No one is giving details 
on what precipitated this 
new stint, but production on 
Grace has shut down. Al- 
though the show isn’t on 
ABC's fall schedule, it had re- 
ceived a 25-episode order 
from the network as a mid- 
season replacement. 

The development not only 
represents a telling blow for 
producers Carsey-Werner 
but also marks another step 
in the spectacular collapse 
of a series that only three 
years ago was a top 10 hit. 
Of course, trouble on Grace 
is hardly news: Butler’s 
clashes with her backstage 


SEPTEMBER nee 


ERE’S AN IDEA FOR A SITCOM SURE TO 
pull ABC out of its ratings slump: a mer- 
curial TV star who keeps rehabilitation 
centers on retainer, berates her cowork- 
ers, and parades around the set like a 
demonic diva. An added bonus: It would 
be a cheap show for the network to pro- 
duce. All ABC would have to do is take 


collaborators have given the 
show five different execu- 
tive producers in five years. 
3ut Butler’s erratic behav- 
ior first came into full view 
for many last season. While 
neither ABC nor Butler’s 
spokeswoman, Lisa Kastel- 
er, would comment for this 
story, a number of people 
connected with the show 
say the nadir came during 
the production of ABC’s 
Vegas Night. That Febru- 
ary sweeps stunt called for 
characters from Grace to 
travel to Las Vegas and 
interact with casts from 
the network’s other Wed- 
nesday-night comedies— 
Coach, Ellen, and The Drew 
Carey Show. 


First, according to sources 


at ABC and the other series 
involved, Butler refused to 
fly with the other casts, de- 


| manding and receiving a 


chartered jet from ABC to 
make the 45-minute flight 
from L.A. to Las Vegas. 
Then she kept the other casts 
waiting at least two hours to 


NOT-SO-FUNNY LADY: Butler faces 
battles both on and off the set 


film their joint scenes—a de- 
lay that, according to a net- 
work executive, cost ABC 
hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars. The reaction of the oth- 
er productions’ staffs to But- 
ler’s behavior was a sobering 
experience for the Grace 
gang. “The other crews were 
horrified with what we put 


Ie 


a spoiled star. by Joe Flint 


2 Under Fireis 


uid 


| up with,” says one ex-Grace 


staffer. “We were used to it. 
It’s like being an abused 
kid—you get used to the 
hits.” Afterward, the crew of 
Drew Carey were given “I 
Survived Brett” T-shirts by 
the show’s producers. 
3utler’s backstage antics 
also resulted in some on-air 


fallout. Before the season be- 
gan, Jon Paul Steuer, the 
then-12-year-old actor who 
had played Grace’s son 
Quentin on the show, abrupt- 
ly quit. People familiar with 
the situation say his parents 
felt Butler’s behavior was 
detrimental to his well-being. 
According to printed reports 
(and confirmed by a number 
of people close to the show), 
Butler hiked up her skirt and 
flashed her bosom in front of 
Steuer. (His spokesperson 
declines to comment.) Once 
the season ended, actress 
Julie White, who played 
Grace’s best friend Nadine, 
also gave her notice. White’s 
lawyer, Peter Martin Nelson, 
says, “Julie felt it was time 
to move on and do other 
things.” But network and 
production execs say White, 
like Steuer, had grown tired 
of Butler. “It’s awfully diffi- 
cult to play her best friend 
when you don’t get along in 
real life,” says a production 
source. Regarding the cast 
moves, a Carsey-Werner 
spokesman will only say, 
“They both wanted to pursue 
other opportunities.” 

But Carsey-Werner let 
Steuer and White out of their 
deals although both were 
still in five-year contracts. 
(Steuer had two years left on 
his deal, while White had 
one.) In fact, according to in- 
siders, the two are still being 
partly compensated by the 
production company, even 
though they’re not with the 
show anymore. Says the 
Carsey-Werner spokesman, 
“We don’t discuss contracts.” 

Intriguingly enough, Car- 
sey-Werner’s problems on 
Grace are only the latest ex- 
amples of an unenviable 
trend for the producers. 
With hits like The Cosby 
Show and Roseanne to its 
credit, the production com- 


pany is one of the most suc- 
cessful and profitable in TV 
history. But the producers 
have also developed a repu- 
tation for troubled shows. In 
addition to Grace, Carsey- 
Werner has had to deal with 
noisy clashes on the sets of 
Roseanne, Cybill, and most 
recently, Men Behaving 
Badly. After numerous 
backstage problems last 
year, Men opens this season 
with Ron Eldard and Justine 
Bateman gone and only Rob 
Schneider remaining from 
the original cast. 

Many fault the company’s 
management style. “Carsey- 
Werner empowers the stars 
and gives them too much 
weight,” says one former 
ABC programming execu- 
tive. “They take the power 
away from the executive pro- 
ducer, and that is who needs 
to call the shots.” Adds a for- 
mer Grace executive produc- 
er, “They won't stick up for 
the writer, and it’s very frus- 
trating.” The producer, who 
quit before his contract ex- 
pired, explains, “It’s not 
worth the money.” 

Carsey-Werner has no 
comment on troubles with 
any of its shows. Of course, it 
can presumably let its wallet 


do the talking. Even with all 
the turmoil on Grace, the 
show is a financial success. 
Last year, the company sold 
reruns of the series into syn- 
dication at a price tag in the 
upper six figures per episode. 
And with question marks 
hanging over much of ABC’s 
new schedule, the network 
needs Grace back for mid- 
season. But before that can 
happen, Butler has to get out 
of rehab, and a number of be- 
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WHO’S THE BOSS? On-set fighting dogged Men (top) and Roseanne 
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BYE-BYE, BRETT: Both White (left) and Steuer broke their contracts and quit the once high-flying series 


hind-the-scenes bridges 
need to be repaired. At the 
very least, they’ll need to 
find someone who can run 
the show and coexist with 
the prickly star. Grace’s new 
executive producer, Tom 
Straw, has no comment, but 
someone who once had his 
job says: “Carsey-Werner 
doesn’t need another execu- 
tive producer, they need [pi- 
oneering behavioral psychol- 
ogist] B.F. Skinner.” m 


WE Es Katy, 


31 


MERIT 


Furer 


Offer limited to smokers 21 years of age or older. Offer 
void in Kansas. Request for catalogs must be received by 
4/15/98, Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for catalog delivery. 

© Philip Morris Inc. 1997 


8 mg “tar,” 0.6 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by ETC method, 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


—— 


i= a 
ON THE ROAD TO FLAVOR 


WIRE 


Get on the road to Merit Awards, FREE with pack UPCs. 
Call 1-800-884-5777 to request your free complete 


Merit Awards Catalog, 


Magnavox® Car & 


Rereonal CD Player Brice 
W 425 s 


Merit High Tek Jacket 
® 325 


UPCs Youre 


: Rio 
oF ines 


FALLTVPREVIEWR 


He 


return you 


to your regularly scheduled 


PROGRAMS... 


HIS SEASON OFFERS 

13 new dramas, 20 new sit- 
coms, and one particularly in- 
triguing trend: pulling a show 
before it goes on the air! Fox 
did it to Scott Baio’s sitcom 
Rewind, saving America’s critics 
some work and everybody else 
some indigestion. ™ Most of the 


shows have spiritual themes) and smitten with The X-Files 
(watch for a couple of freaky supernatural series—plus, eeri- 
est of all, Bronson Pinchot as an alien nanny!). And execs con- 
tinue to gamble on tried-and-true faces, with the current crop 
featuring Kirstie Alley, Tony Danza, Bob Newhart—and, in 
UPN’s case, Andrew Dice Clay. It’d better work. This sum- 
mer, a record number of viewers defected to cable, with mil- 
lions of others apparently taking up those hobbies, schmob- 
bies. We’re betting, though, that once again, you’re ready to 
other series, however, will have waste billions of brain cells on a new fall lineup. Here’s how: 


ap least 2 couple of peels vetre written BY Kristen Baldwin, Jess Cagle, Bruce Fretts, A.J. Jacobs, Jessica 
Shaw, Dan Snierson, and Ken Tucker aopitionar reporting By Tricia Laine, 
viewers will get a load of a few Daneet Steffens, and Louis Vogel eniteo sy Jamie Bufalino and Mary Kaye Schilling 
other trends: TV continues to be 


touched by angels (three new 


they face the ax, which means 


s BY George Lange ser pesicn ano styuinc ey Bradley Garlock/Judy Casey, Inc. 
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Spending princely 
sums on fairy tales 
such as Cinderella, 
Disney dresses up 
its signature show 


KIDS, SHIELD YOUR EYES. HERE’S THE 
shocking, behind-the-scenes truth about Rodgers 
& Hammerstein’s Cinderella, ABC’s upcoming 
mega-musical. The glass slippers ain’t glass— 


they’re shatterproof acrylic. Worse, they don’t 


ABC raises the curtain on an up- 
3 U N D AY dated—and multiracial—take on 


THE WONDERFUL Cinderella, starring R&B singer 


WORLD OF DISNEY Brandy (right, as the belle of the 


7-9 


ABE, 
STARTS SEPT. 28 ball), plus Whitney and Whoopi 
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even fit on the size 9 feet of star Brandy (she of UPN’s 


Moesha). Okay, one pair does, but another pair would only 


fit Minnie Mouse. “The ones the prince holds up on the pil- 
low are very, very tiny, so they look incredibly delicate,” 
says director Robert Iscove. “They’re too small for any 
human.” ® That’s about the only small thing in this pro- 
duction. Slated to air Nov. 2, and intended to be as eternal 
as the 1965 Lesley Ann Warren classic, Cinderella boasts 


Goliath stars (Whitney Houston as the fairy godmother, 


Whoopi Goldberg as the queen, Jason Alexander as the 
prince’s steward) and a mammoth budget ($12 million, 
about four times the tab of the average TV movie). And 
then there’s its home: The heavily hyped return of The 
Wonderful World of Disney. ® It seems there will always 


be a World in this world. A mix of made-for-TV movies and 
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SUNDAY 


big-screen features, this series has logged a record 
34 seasons on network TV. Back in 1954 on ABC, 
Uncle Walt delivered the first hokey intro, and 
since then it’s gone through three networks, eight 
name changes (it was originally called Disney- 
land), and two hosts—the latest being Disney 
chairman and CEO Michael Eisner, who took over 
in 1986. (“The first spot I did I had 50-some-odd 
takes, that’s how bad I was,” says Eisner, who 
adds he’s “marginally” better now.) 

The World’s last network outing—on NBC, 
from 1988 to ’90—garnered only tepid ratings. But 
tenacious Disney thought it was time for another 
shot. “We have the ability now to have a much 
more concentrated effort because of the ownership 
of Disney and ABC together,” says Eisner. 

That means big-time theatricals (Toy Story, 
Pocahontas) and pricey, star-laden original 
movies (Kirstie Alley in the tooth-fairy comedy 
Toothless, Richard Dreyfuss in Oliver Twist). “We 
can make these films with a much larger budget,” 
says Hisner, because “we have Disney channels all 
over the world.” And here in America, there will 
be the further support of cross-promotions galore: billboards 
at theme parks, McDonald's tie-ins, plugs on home videos. 
And, in a case of synergy gone mad, there’s even a movie— 
Tower of Terror—inspired by a ride at Walt Disney World. 

Truth is, they'll need all the ammo they can fire. Third- 
place ABC is trying to horn in on what is arguably the most 
competitive night on the schedule, a night that boasts jug- 
gernaut programming on two other networks: CBS’ 60 Min- 
utes and Touched by an Angel, and Fox’s doubleheader 
snark-fest of The Simpsons and King of the Hill. 

Disney is gambling that World’s 7 p.m. start time makes 
for good counterprogramming to CBS’ older-skewing news- 
mag and gives them a jump on Fox, Plus, says Disney Tele- 
films president Charles Hirschhorn, “I’m not sure the Dis- 
ney kid is the same as the Simpsons kid.” 


CBS 


vests} The Wonderful World 
of Disney 


The X-Files 


Movie 
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Touched by an Angel | Men Behaving Badly The Simpsons 


CINDER FELLA Brandy and Disney’s Eisner learn how to succeed in shoe business 


At least Disney can be happy it didn’t lose its biggest gun 
to another network. In 1994, CBS planned to make Cinder- 
ella with Houston as the princess-to-be, but the diva’s sched- 
ule was too packed and the movie got put on ice. By the time 
Disney picked up the royal ball, Houston had realized she 
was too old to be a believable Cinderella and had called on 
her friend Brandy. “I went crazy,” remembers the 
singer-turned-TV star. “I dropped the phone, screamed, and 
ran around the house.... It’s a fairy tale, really.” 

And a politically correct one, at that. Not only is the new 
Cinderella commendably multicultural (“We wanted to 
make it a reflection of the world we live in,” says executive 
producer Neil Meron), it’s also gotten a warm and fuzzy 
makeover (think Grimm meets Oprah). The stepsisters 
aren’t so much wicked as “products of their upbringing,” 
says executive pro- 
ducer Craig Zadan. 
The prince isn’t 
looking for just a 
hot babe, but “some- 
one he can talk to.” 
And Cinderella isn’t 
merely rescued by 
the prince; she “de- 
cides she’s not go- 
ing to be a victim 
anymore.” 

Maybe, with The 
World’s help, ABC 
will decide to do the 
same. —A.J. Jacobs 
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Presenting the Mitsubishi Galant. With well 
over two million miles of developmental testing 
behind it, the Galant was built 

to withstand the test of time. It 

couples a highly responsive 16-valve engine 
with a refined automatic transmission; resulting 
in stronger acceleration and a smoother drive. 
It's incredibly quiet, too, thanks to remarkable 
The 2.4-liter 141-horse- 
power" 16-valve engine 


efficiently powers you 
right by gas stations. 


Here Today. 
Here Tomorrow. 


aerodynamics and extensive sound insulation. 
And for added peace of mind, every Galant 
comes equipped with dual 

front air bags, height-adjustable 

front shoulder belts, safety-cage construction 
and protective crumple zones. The Galant is 
specifically designed for long-term comfort. 


From the Mitsubishi family of reliable sedans. 


Automatic climate control in 
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of the temperature outside. 
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NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 28 


videotaped legacy in the pilot was 
such a stitch he’ll now be a regu- 
lar (as in, they’ll keep finding film 


| of this guy). 


CONCEPT: / Love That Loosey Girl | 


From Singled Out—Jenny Mc- 
Carthy in a slapstick sitcom. 

THE S600P: Jenny’s paired up 
with Heather Paige Kent as two 
small-town girls fresh off the 
truck in Hollywood. Like Lucy and 
Ethel (and Laverne and Shirley), 
these are two gals who are out for 
fun. Says Jenny: “We get invited 
to a Hollywood party and think, 
‘Okay, what are we going to do to 
fit in? Let’s go get our tongues 
pierced!’ So we go to the party 
and our tongues are all swollen.” 
Swollen-tongue jokes, eh? Well, 
it’s not Lucy crushing grapes 
with her feet, but it’s a start. And 
how’s this for career resurrec- 
tion: George Hamilton, as Jenny’s 


dead ham-actor father, whose | 


TTOM LINE: As the lead-out 
from Men Behaving Badly, this 
Girls Behaving Goofily could 
easily prove the funnier show. 
However, the funniest thing here 
is NBC’s thinking it can sur- 
vive opposite CBS powerhouse 
Touched by an Angel and Fox’s 
King of the Hill. 


Others of Note: The WB’s Alright 
Already (9:30-10 p.m.) stars stand- 
up comic/ex—Seinfeld writer—pro- 
ducer Carol Leifer in a sitcom about 
a single woman, her pals, and her 
family in Miami. Leifer’s smart, but 
Alright (we hate that spelling!) may 
be too Seinfeldian for its own good. 
Preceding it is The Tom Show (9- 
9:30 p.m.), which has too much Tom 
Arnold for its own good. (Both 
shows start Sept. 7) 


MINGLED OUT Jenny’s Kent and McCarthy hit the Hollywood scene 
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HILL WIND BLOWS: A twister hits Arlen, Hank’s Texas hometown 
- : 


TOUCHED BY 
AN ANGEL 
CBS, 8-9 p.m. 


Who better than The Waltons’ Richard 
“John-Boy” Thomas to guest-star in 
the season premiere of TV’s latest 
values-fest? In a crossover with 
Promised Land, Thomas will portray 
Gerald McRaney’s bad-seed sibling 
(guess Simon & Simon bro Jameson 
Parker wasn’t available). In later 
episodes, Cloris Leachman and Chris 
Burke (Life Goes On) will reprise their 
recurring roles as angels, and Alexis 
Cruz will materialize occasionally as 
a streetwise angel named Rafael. 
“When this guy says, ‘God loves you, 
homey,’ you will listen,” swears exec 


ENTERTAINMENT 


producer Martha Williamson. With 
Angel hovering near the top of the 
Nielsens, don’t expect changes in the 
show’s feel-good tone. “God still 
exists,” proclaims Williamson. Thank 
God. (Sept. 27) 
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Fox, 8-8:30 p.m. 


“Homer is going to have a breast- 
cancer arc like Murphy Brown,” 
jokes exec producer Mike Scully. But 
seriously, folks, here are some real 
story lines: Homer buys a gun and 
joins the NRA; Marge gets her real 
estate license and sells Ned a house 
where a horrific murder was com- 
mitted; Bart gets advice from Joe 
Namath after Coach Homer names 
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Over $1,000 


in savings 


plus a CD single. 


Before you get into megabytes, 
ask about saving megabucks. 
Because when you buy a 
qualifying Compaq computer 
now, you'll save like mad with 
over $1,000 in rebates on 
leading brand home computer 
equipment, software and 
accessories. Plus, get a video- 
enhanced CD single from the 
Mad About You, The Final 
Frontier soundtrack. For 
details, see the display at a 
Compag retailer near you. 


his son quarterback of his pee- 
wee football team; bartender Moe 
(voiced by Hank Azaria) finds a 
girlfriend (Helen Hunt, Azaria’s 
real-life squeeze); Krusty the 
Clown bombs at a comedy fes- 
tival alongside hipsters Janeane 
Garofalo and Bobcat Goldthwait. 
The Halloween spooktacular will 
feature parodies of The Fly, 
Charlton Heston’s 1971 sci-fi flick 
The Omega Man, and the Salem 
witch trials (Marge is accused), 
while U2 and Steve Martin may 
guest-star in the show’s 200th 
episode, the latter as Homer’s 
opponent in the race for sanita- 
tion commissioner. If that’s not 
enough, watch for a cameo by the 
King of the Hill clan. (Sept. 21) 


MEN BEHAVING 


BADLY 


NBG, 8-8:30 p.m. 


Big changes: Ron Eldard and Jus- 


tine Bateman are out; Ken Marino 
(The State) and Jenica Bergere 
(/nk) are in. But “we're not doing 
a Darrin switch,” says exec pro- 
ducer Harvey Myman. Eldard will 
appear in the season premiere as 
his character marries Bateman 


. ae 


(not seen) and moves out on 
roomie Rob Schneider. Marino 
takes over half the rent as an 
Indianapolis convention-center 
employee who’s less slobby than 
Schneider. In Freudian terms, “Rob 
is pure id,” says Myman. “Kenis a 
superego.” (Like Men Behaving 
Badly fans know from Freud.) 
Marino turns to clay in the hands 
of Bergere, a boho sculptor, and 
Schneider continues to flirt with 
nurse neighbor Brenda (subUrbia’s 
Dina Spybey, now a series regu- 
lar). “Hopefully, it'll never con- 
summate,” says Spybey. (Sept. 28) 


KING OF THE HILL 


Fox, 8:30-9 p.m. 


Guests galore: Jennifer Jason 


Leigh, Chris Rock, Burt Reynolds, 
John Ritter, Stockard Channing, 
James Carville, neo-punkers 
Green Day, and Sally Field (as a 
fundamentalist who campaigns 
against Halloween). Country 
queen Tammy Wynette voices 
Hank’s mom, who brings home 
her Jewish boyfriend (Carl 
Reiner) for Christmas and makes 
love with him in the kitchen 
(prompting Hank to go blind). And 
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in a Very Special Episode, Hank 
accidentally uses crack as bait 
and gets fish hooked. “There’s a 
strong antidrug message,” offers 
cocreator Mike Judge. “Crack’s 
bad,” adds partner Greg Daniels. 
“But it’s good for fish,” says 
Judge. (Sept. 27) 


Due to the production of The X- 


Files movie, “we’re only doing 21 
episodes rather than 24,” says 
creator Chris Carter (the season- 
ending cliff-hanger will be resolved 
in the film, set for release next 
summer). On the small screen, 
we'll find out if the Cigarette- 
Smoking Man (William B. Davis) is 
the father of Mulder (David Du- 
chovny), the origins of conspir- 
acy theorists the Lone Gunmen, 
and the fate of the cancer-stricken 
Scully (Gillian Anderson): “We'll 
resolve her disease early in the 
season,” promises coexecutive 
producer Frank Spotnitz. “And in 
a way no one on the Internet has 
predicted—which is no small 
thing, believe me. They predict 
everything.” (early November) 


A BUNGH OF CARDS Men’s Spybey and Schneider (left) deal with newcomers Bergere and Marino 
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SARAH MICHELLE GELLAR, STAR OF THE WB’S BUFFY 
the Vampire Slayer, has her dream story line for this season 
picked out. “Right now I just want a vacation,” says the 20-year- 
old actress wearily. “So it’s Buffy in a coma.” & Over Michigan 
J. Frog’s dead body. Since it swooped onto the schedule last 
March, Buffy—a hybrid comedy and action hour about three 
teen misfits who fight supernatural monsters in Sunnydale, 
USA—has brought The WB something none of the fledgling 
network’s other shows have: respect. Reviewers rejoiced at its 
fang-sharp wit and high-school-as-horror-show premise, and the 
media made an instant celebrity of former All My Children star 
Gellar (no wonder the poor girl’s tired—she just finished shoot- 
ing the features Scream 2 and I Know What You Did Last Swm- 
mer). ™ “T believe [Buffy] had a lot to do with me getting the 


movies,” says Gellar. “It got my name out in a different circle 


M 0 N 1) AY Gellar—with fellow small- 


screen saviors Brendon 
BUFFY THE and Alyson Hannigan (who 
VAMPIRE SLAYER | plays Willow)—hopes to 


THE WB, 9-10 PM As 
STARTS SEPT. 15 scare the competition away 
than soap fans. Now when people look 


at me they scream ‘Buffy!’ instead of 


[her Children character] ‘Kendall!’” 


Buffy brings an 
infusion of new 
blood to The WB— 
now, if only 
she could take a 
bigger bite out 
of the ratings 
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Buffy has upped The WB’s profile, too. “I think 
we really put it on the map in a way it hadn’t been before,” 
says Joss Whedon, the sometime screenwriter (Toy Story, 
Alien Resurrection) who created and exec-produces Buffy. 
“T would, however, like more than five people to watch it.” 

Ah, the classic dilemma of the critical darling: After 
debuting with The WB’s highest Monday numbers ever (4.8 
million viewers), Buffy has seen its ratings fall to mere- 
mortal levels—it ranked 144th out of 155 shows last season. 
The biggest problem may be its lead-in, 7th Heaven, a 
wholesome family drama aimed at viewers who think 
“camp” is something you do in the woods. “That isn’t the 


best matchup,” admits entertainment president Garth | 


Ancier, who expects to transplant Buffy to Tuesdays when 
The WB starts programming that night in January. 

Meanwhile, Whedon is working on strengthening Bu/ffy’s 
creative bite. This season, two punk vampires, Spike and 
Drusilla (James Marsters and Juliet Landau), replace the 
now-obliterated nemesis, Master. “The idea was to get 
somebody younger and anarchic,” says Whedon of the 
ghoulish duo who will wreak havoc from an abandoned 
factory. In addition, look for Sunnydale’s bitch goddess, 
Cordelia (Charisma Carpenter), to get more involved in 
demon fighting, and for Buffy’s smart-alecky cohort Xander 
(Nicholas Brendon) to finally make some headway in his 
crush on her; Buffy will seduce him to irk Angel (David 
Boreanaz), her undead true love. “It’s a very typical high 
school dilemma,” says Gellar of the “nice, safe guy’”- 
versus—“bad boy” dynamic. “When we come back, you'll find 
Buffy really trying to find her place.” 

The same could be said for The WB. The so-called weblet 
took a giant leap toward legitimacy in July when it 
commandeered five stations formerly affiliated with rival 
UPN. Even more important is The WB’s knack for 
attracting distinctive talent. While UPN’s biggest claim to 
fame this fall is a show featuring Andrew Dice Clay, The 
WB boasts sitcoms starring former Seinfeld writer- 
producer Carol Leifer and Tom Arnold, in addition to the 
mid-season drama Dawson’s Creek, a beautifully crafted 
coming-of-age series from Kevin Williamson, Hollywood’s 
screenwriter of the moment, thanks to the Scream movies. 
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STAKING THEIR CLAIM (From left) Buffy’s Boreanaz, Gellar, 
Hannigan, Anthony Stewart Head, Carpenter, and Brendon (sitting) 


“There was interest from other networks in [Creek],” 
says Williamson. But The WB “reminded me of Miramax. 
They’re the independents. They’ve given me freedom to do 
what I want.” That’s because Ancier believes luring young 
movie scribes like Williamson will help The WB forge a 
hipper image: “There’s no reason to exist as a fifth network 
unless you program differently from the other guys.” 

Gellar appreciates that sentiment: “So many shows this 
year were canceled after three episodes and had better ra- 
tings than we did. The WB understands it takes time to 
build a show, and they’ve given us the time.” Unfortunately 
for Gellar, that doesn’t include time off. —Kristen Baldwin 


In the House 


Melrose Place 7th Heaven 


Malcolm & Eddie 
Ally McBeal Buffy the Vampire Slayer 


Local Programming 


Local Programming Local Programming 
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THE FIRST NICOTINE-FREE PILL HELPS 
PUT YOU IN CONTROL OF QUITTING 
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Information for the Patient 

ZYBAN™ (bupropion hydrochloride) Sustained-Release Tablets 

Please read this information before you start taking ZYBAN. Also read this 
leaflet each time you renew your prescription, in case anything has changed. 
This information is not intended to take the place of discussions between you 
and your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss ZYBAN as part 

of your plan to stop smoking. Your doctor has prescribed ZYBAN for your 

use only. Do not let anyone else use your ZYBAN. 


IMPORTANT WARNING: 

There is a chance that approximately 1 out of every 1,000 people taking 
bupropion hydrochloride, the active ingredient in ZYBAN, will have a seizure. 
The chance of this happening increases if you: 

* have a seizure disorder (for example, epilepsy); 

© have or have had an eating disorder (for example, bulimia or 
anorexia nervosa); 

¢ take more than the recommended amount of ZYBAN; or 

¢ take other medicines with the same active ingredient that is in ZYBAN, 
such as WELLBUTRIN® (bupropion hydrochloride) Tablets and 
WELLBUTRIN SR® (bupropion hydrochloride) Sustained-Release Tablets. 
(Both of these medicines are used to treat depression.) 

You can reduce the chance of experiencing a seizure by following your 
doctor's directions on how to take ZYBAN. You should also discuss with your 
doctor whether ZYBAN is right for you. 


1. What is ZYBAN? 

ZYBAN is a prescription medicine to help people quit smoking. Studies have 
shown that more than one third of people quit smoking for at least 1 month 
while taking ZYBAN and participating in a patient support program. For many 
patients, ZYBAN reduces withdrawal symptoms and the urge to smoke. ZYBAN 
should be used with a patient support program. It is important to participate 
in the behavioral program, counseling, or other support program your health 
care professional recommends. 


2. Who should not take ZYBAN? 
You should not take ZYBAN if you: 

© have a seizure disorder (for example, epilepsy). 

* are already taking WELLBUTRIN, WELLBUTRIN SR, or any other medicines 
that contain bupropion hydrochloride. 

* have or have had an eating disorder (for example, bulimia or 
anorexia nervosa). 

* are currently taking or have recently taken a monoamine oxidase 
inhibitor (MAOI). 

¢ are allergic to bupropion. 


3. Are there special concerns for women? 

ZYBAN is not recommended for women who are pregnant or breast-feeding. 
Women should notify their doctor if they become pregnant or intend to become 
pregnant while taking ZYBAN. 


4, How should | take ZYBAN? 

¢ You should take ZYBAN as directed by your doctor. The usual recommend- 
ed dosing is to take one 150-mg tablet in the morning for the first 
3 days. On the fourth day, begin taking one 150-mg tablet in the morning 
and one 150-mg tablet in the early evening. Doses should be taken at 
least 8 hours apart. 

© Never take an “extra” dose of ZYBAN. If you forget to take a dose, do 
not take an extra tablet to “catch up” for the dose you forgot. Wait and 
take your next tablet at the regular time. Do not take more tablets than 
your doctor prescribed. This is important so you do not increase your 
chance of having a seizure. 

¢ tis important to swallow ZYBAN Tablets whole. Do not chew, divide, or 
crush tablets. 


5. How long should | take ZYBAN? 
Most people should take ZYBAN for 7 to 12 weeks. Follow your doctor's 
instructions. 


©1997 Glaxo Wellcome Inc. All rights reserved. 
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6. When should | stop smoking? 

It takes about 1 week for ZYBAN™ (bupropion hydrochloride) Sustained- 
Release Tablets to reach the right levels in your body to be effective. So, 
to maximize your chance of quitting, you should not stop smoking until you 
have been taking ZYBAN for 1 week. You should set a date to stop smoking 
during the second week you're taking ZYBAN. 


7. Can | smoke while taking ZYBAN? 

It is not physically dangerous to smoke and use ZYBAN at the same time. 
However, continuing to smoke after the date you set to stop smoking will 
seriously reduce your chance of breaking your smoking habit. 


8. Can ZYBAN be used at the same time as nicotine patches? 

Yes, ZYBAN and nicotine patches can be used at the same time but should 
only be used together under the supervision of your doctor. Using ZYBAN and 
nicotine patches together may raise your blood pressure. Your doctor will 
probably want to check your blood pressure regularly to make sure that it 
stays within acceptable levels. 


DO NOT SMOKE AT ANY TIME if you are using a nicotine patch or any other 
nicotine product along with ZYBAN. It is possible to get too much nicotine and 
have serious side effects. 


9. What are possible side effects of ZYBAN? 
Like all medicines, ZYBAN may cause side effects. 

¢ The most common side effects include dry mouth and difficulty sleeping. 
These side effects are generally mild and often disappear after a few 
weeks. If you have difficulty sleeping, avoid taking your medicine too close 
to bedtime. 

¢ The most common side effects that caused people to stop taking ZYBAN 
during clinical studies were shakiness and skin rash. 

¢ Contact your doctor or health care professional if you have a rash or other 
troublesome side effects. 

¢ Use caution before driving a car or operating complex, hazardous machin- 
ery until you know if ZYBAN affects your ability to perform these tasks. 


10, Can | drink alcohol while | am taking ZYBAN? 

It is best to not drink alcohol at all or to drink very little while taking ZYBAN. 
If you drink a lot of alcohol and suddenly stop, you may increase your chance 
of having a seizure. Therefore, it is important to discuss your use of alcohol 
with your doctor before you begin taking ZYBAN. 


11. Will ZYBAN affect other medicines | am taking? 

ZYBAN may affect other medicines you're taking. It is important not to take 
medicines that may increase the chance for you to have a seizure. Therefore, 
you should make sure that your doctor knows about all medicines — 
prescription or over-the-counter — you are taking or plan to take. 


12. Do ZYBAN Tablets have a characteristic odor? 
ZYBAN Tablets may have a characteristic odor. If present, this odor is normal. 


13. How should | store ZYBAN? 

* Store ZYBAN at room temperature, out of direct sunlight. 
¢ Keep ZYBAN in a tightly closed container. 

© Keep ZYBAN out of the reach of children. 


This summary provides important information about ZYBAN. This summary 
cannot replace the more detailed information that you need from your doctor. 
If you have any questions or concerns about either ZYBAN or smoking cessa- 
tion, talk to your doctor or other health care professional. 
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STRAIGHT OUTTA BROOKLYN Beat-niks Jon Tenney and Yancy Butler 


(CEPT: TV version of the sci-fi | 


cop movie, with unknown T.W. King 
taking the Jean-Claude Van 
Damme role. 


Exec producer Robert | 


Singer, who knows a thing or two 
about superheroes after overseeing 
Lois & Clark, says Timecop is “kind 
of combining a traditional police 
show with some really cool gad- 
gets.” Singer says Timecop Jack Lo- 
gan, from the year 2007, will have 
“a continuing villain to chase 
through time. We’re also toying with 
bad guys that actually come from 


the future, from beyond 2007, [They] | 


hide out in the future because Time- 
cop can’t chase them there.” 


The testosterone- | 


fueled Timecop just might prove to 
have the grit and action ABC needs 
for a Monday Night Football \ead-in. 


The trials of romance: 
Lawyer Ally (Calista Flockhart, win- 
ner of the coveted Tiffani-Amber 
Thiessen Award for Best New Ac- 


tor’s Name) joins a law firm that | 


includes her ex-boyfriend. Melrose 


Place’s Courtney Thorne-Smith is | 


around to complicate life. 

It’s from Mr. Picket 
Fences, writer-producer David E. 
Kelley, so you know it’s gotta be an 
off-kilter series; this one’s gimmick 
is that Ally’s thoughts are visualized 
on screen via Walter Mitty-ish mo- 
ments. Says Kelley: “I had always 
wanted to do a show where you got 


inside the head of a character and 
learned what they were thinking as 


| opposed to what they were saying, 


because sometimes they’re not con- 
sistent.” Neither is the pilot, which 
lurches from courtroom drama to 
light comedy. 
B0 Kelley says Fox 
asked him for “a show for Monday 
night that would appeal to a pri- 
marily female audience,” so it’s not 
his fault that NBC’s competing all- 
female sitcom lineup makes this a 
dumb scheduling decision. 


l: Bob Newhart and Judd 
Hirsch as odd-couple fathers- 


| in-law, set in a Martha’s Vineyard 
| bookstore. 


After the original pilot 
was shot, Jason Bateman was hired 
to play Newhart’s son. Also, unlike 
all other Newhart series, he has no 
wife in this one: “They wrote me as 
a widower, and | thought maybe it’s 
time to do it that way,” Newhart 
says. “And the casting of the wife is 
really tough. That kind of chemistry 
is hard to find. [But] | guess Leo and 
| will double-date at some point.” 

: The chemistry isn’t 
quite there yet, which has more to 


do with Hirsch: Is his Leo a crank 
or a whiner, a creep with a heart of 
gold or just a creep? 


CONCEPT: Hill Street/NYPD Blues : 
Beat cops with complicated inner 
lives, courtesy of Steven Bochco. 
$C00P: Set around a squad 
room filled with un- or vaguely 


| known actors, like Michael DeLuise 


(Sipowicz’s slain son on NYPD), this 
latest Bochco police show is the 
downstairs to NYPD’s upstairs and 
all the more in-your-face for it. 
The pilot’s opening sequence has a 
graphic gunfight that'll rivet or re- 
pel you—ideally both. “We’re going 
to take a lot of heat,” says exec 
producer David Milch. “We were 
trying to expose the audience to one 
source of reality in a cop’s life. That 
initial sequence of violence had to do 
with our intention of establishing an 
atmosphere once.... There may not 
be that much violence again in a 
whole season.” 

LINE: Brooklynis a first- 
rate cop show, but it’s also the 
umpteenth cop show, and competing 
against NBC’s Dateline and ABC’s 
football, BS may have a tough time 
arresting viewers. 


RETUR 


In its elusive pursuit of younger 
| viewers, the Eye net will add a 


ENTERTAINMENT 


whole bunch of kids to its soph- 
omore sitcom—students at a 
preschool that moves in next door 
to Hilton (Bill Cosby) and Ruth 
(Phylicia Rashad) Lucas. So what 
will become of ex—next-door 


WHEE 6 EY 
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neighbor Griffin (Doug E. Doug)? 
He moves in with the Lucases, of 
course—as does daughter Erica 
(T’Keyah Crystal Keymah). Hey, 
having a houseful of children never 
hurt The Cosby Show. As for Cos’ 
character, he seeks counseling from 
one of the new kids on the block. 
“He’s always kvetching,” explains 
Doug. “So now he has to deal with 
it.” Maybe he can ask the tot what 
to do about that woman who claims 
to be his love child. (Sept. 15) 


MELROSE PLACE 


Fox, 8-9 p.m. 


Do not adjust your TV sets—Mel- 


rose has a whole new look. “There’s 
no more D&D and no more Shoot- 
ers,” exults exec producer Frank 
South. The ad agency “had run its 
course,” and the old hangout has 
been replaced by Upstairs, the jazz 
club co-owned by Kyle (Rob Estes) 
and Amanda (Heather Locklear). For 
that Swingers taste, the cast will 
swill martinis instead of sipping 
beers. In addition to new stars Lin- 
den Ashby and Jamie Luner (see 


SVE EM Bie Renee, 


= = 


RAG TIME Leoni faces off with debuting paparazzo Chris Elliott 


page 107), watch for a very Melrose 
wedding between Peter (Jack Wag- 
ner) and his dead wife’s lil’ sis, 
Taylor (Lisa Rinna), in the premiere. 
As for who'll be queen shrew this 
year, “it’s a toss-up between Tay- 


lor and Amanda,” South says. May | 


the best bitch win. (Sept. 8) 


SUDDENLY SUSAN 


NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. 


Who says your vote doesn’t count? 


Producers will turn up the sexual 
tension between Susan (Brooke 
Shields) and her soon-to-be- 
divorced editor, Jack (Judd Nel- 
son), and may let the public vote 
via phone on whether they get 
together. (We say no. Imagine their 
kids—freakishly tall with giant 
nostrils.) Meanwhile, wacky red- 
head Vicki (Kathy Griffin) will still 
be on the prowl. “I asked, ‘Can 
Vicki please get laid more?’” 
claims Griffin. “They said, ‘We 
don’t say that.’ And | was like, 
‘Okay, make some sweet, tender 
love?’ Any way you slice it, it looks 
good to me.” (Sept. 22) 


1897 


EVERYBODY LOVES 
RAYMOND 
CBS, 8:30-9 p.m. 


We'll see the Barone family at work 
this year: Sportswriter Raymond 
(Ray Romano) goes on a TV show and 
is humiliated after he mispronounces 
asterisk, brother Robert (Brad Gar- 
rett) gives Raymond a ride in his po- 
lice car; and piano-teacher mom 
Marie (Doris Roberts) gives Ray- 
mond a remedial lesson. A two-part 
flashback re-creates Ray’s fractious 
wedding to Debra (Patricia Heaton), 
and Romano’s penning an episode in 
which he has an anxiety attack on a 
golf course. But “not a crazy anxi- 
ety attack,” he says. “We reassured 
CBS that I'll still be a stable family 
man.” (Sept. 22) 


FIRED UP 
NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. 


Mercifully, the larger-than-life per- 
sona of PR exec Gwen (Sharon 
Lawrence) will be downsized for the 
sitcom’s second season. “We're ton- 
ing her down a little,” says executive 


| producer Victor Fresco. “I shouldn’t 


say ‘toning down’—she’s settling 


_ down.” (No, you should say toning 


down.) Her garish wardrobe will be 
similarly muted. “Gwen can’t afford 
haute couture at this point,” ob- 
serves Lawrence. On the guest front, 
Kelsey Grammer returns as a radio- 
station owner. How'd they land him? 
Easy. He’s one of Fired’s exec pro- 
ducers. (Sept. 22) 


CYBILL 
CBS, 9-9:30 p.m. 


Her ex—“Big Comedy Monday” co- 


hort Murphy Brown may be tack- 
ling serious issues, but that’s old 
news to Cybill Shepherd. “We took 
on breast cancer already,” she 
boasts. This season, “we take on 
aging, sex—is that serious?” Not 
if you’re dealing with “Dr. Dick,” 


the much-discussed ex-hubby of 
Maryann (Christine Baranski). 
We’ll finally meet him (the role is 
not yet cast). Anything else? “I’m 
probably going to be a spokes- 
person for a cruise ship,” says 
Shepherd. “I think | should sing in 
that one.” Can a Kathie Lee cameo 
be far behind? (Sept. 15) 


CAROLINE IN THE CITY 
NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. 


As Lea Thompson’s sitcom moves to 
its third night in as many seasons, 
the will-they-or-won’t-they dance 
between Caroline (Thompson) and 
Richard (Malcolm Gets) will finally 
be finished. Last season’s cliff- 
hanger saw Richard chasing his ex- 
otic ex-girlfriend, Julia (Sofia Mi- 
los), while Caroline left a message of 
love on his answering machine. 
“There’s a marriage in the first 
episode involving three people: Ju- 
lia, Richard, and Caroline,” is all 
that executive producer Marco Pen- 
nette will say. Could it be...a lesbian 
wedding? Nah, Friends already did 
that. (Sept. 22) 


THE NAKED TRUTH 
NBC, 9:30-10 p.m. 


Remember last year? Forget last 
year. Téa Leoni’s third-season sit- 
com will return to its tabloid roots 
as Camilla (Holland Taylor) gets a 
job as editor of a new sleazy super- 
market rag and hires Nora (Leoni) 
as a reporter. Most of last season’s 
cast—including George Wendt—is 
gone, and replacements include 
Cabin Boy’s Chris Elliott, All-Ameri- 
can Girl’s Amy Hill, and Central 
Park West’s Tom Verica. Even Leoni 
is getting a makeover: “She’s going 
to be more of—and | mean this in 
the classic sense of the word—a 
dame,” says new exec producer 
Michael Saltzman. “More of a Ros- 
alind Russell in His Girl Friday.” At 
this point, we’d settle for Nipsey 
Russell. (Sept. 22) 


THE 
MAGIC HOUR 
IS COMING. 
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After scoring big as the 
Last Don, Danny’s back 
on the right side of the law 
as private eye Dellaventura 


a Se 
DO YOU THINK FEATURE-FILM VETERAN DANNY AIELLO IS 


up for the world of series television, as he takes the title role in 
the new avenging-investigator series Dellaventwra? Just listen 
to the way he greets David Caruso, whose own new show, 
Michael Hayes, precedes Dellaventura on Tuesday nights. Spy- 
ing the orange-haired actor across a crowded Pasadena restau- 
rant, Aiello rises from his table and bellows, his great arms out- 
stretched, “David, you beautiful SOB, you better give me a good 
lead-in rating!” Caruso flashes a small grin, looks down at the 
floor, and calls out in a soft voice, “Do what I can for ya, Danny.” 
® Danny Aiello knows from lead-in ratings? “It’s a whole new 
hamburger,” he says, sitting back down again and picking up 
his—well, his hamburger. “I’m learning the difference between 
movies and TV, but what I want to do is, I want to make the dif- 
ference as small as possible. I want the quality—the excel- 
lence—to carry over.” ® Aiello’s The Last Don was CBS’ top- 
rated miniseries last season, and network president Les 
Moonves says he called Aiello as soon as he saw Don’s numbers 


and pushed the 64-year-old actor to do a series. So the big- 


screen mainstay (Moonstruck, Do the 
Right Thing, Ruby) is out to conquer 
TV as Anthony Dellaventura, an ex-cop 
so disgusted with the bureaucracy of 
the police force that he forms an inves- 
tigation firm with a bunch of similar- 


minded mavericks, including Anne 


TU ESDAY In a move from film to 


television, Aiello patrols 


DELLAVENTURA New York’s dark corners 
GBS, 10-11 PM ; 
STARTS SEPT. 23 as a cop-turned-dick 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


55 


settee 


, 


Can we try 


ty ihr ve 


EB, 


RUAN NU engi 


A DIFFERENT KIND of COMPANY. A DIFFERENT-KEIND*of._CAR 
1.800.522.5000 www.saturncars.com ©1997 Saturn Corporation: 


Terns 


= Ramsay (Helen Hunt’s sister in Mad About You, and 
lhekedl here a tough gal who's going to surprise you). 

SUSIE Executive producer Richard DiLello says Moonves 
jam = gave him a mandate: “He wanted ‘The Equalizer with 
Iediell cojones,’ so this is going to have a lot of action.” And 
een the network is confident Dellaventura is qualified to 
fate: 


go up against ABC’s esteemed NYPD Blue; the 
scheduling makes a certain amount of sense, if you fig- 
ure older viewers may well be looking for an alterna- 
tive to Blue’s down-and-dirtiness. “Danny has no in- 
terest in doing seminude love scenes, and his show is 
more black-and-white, less gray, than NYPD,” says 
DiLello. “You’re never in doubt about the strength of 
the hero here.” 

Aiello is known to be a very hands-on performer 
who’s not afraid to let his writers, directors, and pro- 
ducers know his opinions. “Yes, yes, but do I deserve 
a label like ‘difficult’? I doubt it. Hey, I used to be a 
bouncer [in the New York comedy club The Improv]. 
That’s where I learned to be firm with people, and I 
saw too many performers mess up their careers by 
agreeing to do things they didn’t want to. So I don’t.” 

Tell Aiello his show makes him look like a Kojak 
for the ’90s and his eyes light up. “I love Telly 
Savalas!” he shouts. “If Dellaventwra could be half 
as good as Kojak, I could do what I dream about for 
this show: make it so good, my friends would want 
to appear on it.” 

These ain’t just any friends, either. “I want to be 
able to call up my friend Bobby De Niro and say, ‘Bob- 
by, there’s a little b-story [a short plotline] I think POINT MAN CBS is convinced Aiello has the stuff to take on ABC’s NYPD Blue 
you're gonna love. Only take you two days to film,’ 
And he, or my friend Harvey Keitel, or Chris Walken, they | New York; my wife, Sandy, wanted to stay there.” Dellaven- 
might say, ‘Sure, ’cause you're doing good stuff there, with | twa costars one of Aiello’s four children, Ricky, as Teddy 
that Dellaventwra.’” Aiello says he’s already gotten Mikhail | Naples, a swaggering wisecracker; another son, Danny, a 
Baryshnikov to do a guest spot, “because Mickey is a good | Hollywood stunt coordinator, is a producer. “Nepotism?” asks 
friend of mine, and we have a story about Little Odessa, the | Papa Aiello. “Maybe slightly the name of the game, but CBS 
Russian section of Brooklyn—it’s a part he wouldn’t ordinar- | feels they’re both very qualified.” 
ily be given.” Aiello freely admits that the pilot episode of Dellaven- 

Family is paramount to Aiello, and he agreed to do the | twa contains “a lot of expository bullsh--; the show’s 
show “only if Les [Moonves] let the whole thing be done in | going to have more humor, more self-deprecation. I want this 
guy Dellaventura 
to be out there on 
the streets, ap- 


CBS NBC zo alin sient Sore ag UPN Sea proachable to any- 
Sy Mad About You | Gholess | one who’s in trou- 
ble,” he says finally. 

+o (RSS ayas 
: ie: [_owerttetoy | as — “He’s going to be a 
‘Eyels)| Home Improvement Michael Hayes | Fras | rough guy who’s 
es also got a real 

70 (BC s ; 
Ba Hiller and Diller Just Shoot Me lead Over Heels heneter ant this 
10:00, NYPD Blue Dellaventura Dateline NBC Local Programming | Local Programming show to be Touched 
by a Thug.” —Ken 

Tucker 
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OVER THE TOP 
ABC, 8:30-9 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 23 


CONCEPT: Outlandish has-been 


upbeat: “You can’t buy chemistry 


| like [Potts] and | have, because 


soap actor (Tim Curry) rejoins ex- | 


wife (Annie Potts) at her small big- 
city hotel; merriment theoretically 
ensues, 

THE SCOOP: Already widely dis- 
paraged because of last-minute 
reshooting and its executive pro- 
ducer, the (now-former) boyfriend 
of the network’s entertainment hon- 
cho (Robert Morton and Jamie 
Tarses, silly), Over may be over 


quickly if it’s not an instant success. | 


No matter. Curry is determinedly 


we’re great friends [off screen, 


they’re L.A. neighbors] and we find | 
| each other very funny.” 
BOTTOM LINE: Tim, it’s whether | 


viewers think the two of you are very 
funny that’ll keep you from a Rocky 
Horror touring company. 


MIGHAEL HAYES 
CBS, 9-10 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 15 


CONCEPT: It’s NYPD Dark Blue Suit 
as David Caruso returns to TV to play 
an ex-cop—turned—federal prosecu- 
tor in New York City. 

THE SCOOP: Caruso knows darn 


well everyone’s going to compare 
Hayes with NYPD’s John Kelly. “I 
wouldn’t come back to television to 


try and play another detective. | 


[Hayes is] working for the federal 
government and has federal power, 
so | will be pursuing a different- 
sized monster.” The pilot the net- 
work sent out was limper than 
Caruso’s hair, so it’s good news that 
writer-producer Paul Haggis (EZ 
Streets) has been brought in to 
punch up the show. 

BOTTOM LINE: Matched against 


| Home Improvement and Frasier, this 


is either smart drama counterpro- 
gramming or a way to make Caruso 
want to exit prime time again. We’re 
hoping it’s not the latter. 


HILLER- AND DILLER 
ABC, 9:30-10 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 23 


CONCEPT: Kevin Nealon and Richard 
Lewis are a sitcom writing team— 
guess which one’s the contented 
family man, and who’s the divorced 
neurotic with two kids. The Odd 


Couple meets The Dick Van Dyke 
Show. 

THE SCOOP: Says real-life single guy 
Lewis, “I love working with children 
because it’s like having imaginary 
kids. I’m not married, so it’s sort 
of fun.” Sort of, indeed. Given Lewis’ 
patented neurosis, he’s also doing 
his share of worrying: “When I’m 
acting | just think of the fear I’d have 
if | had to raise children. Sometimes 
| catch myself trembling while I’m 
reading the script.” 

BOTTOM LINE: The show has a 
shambling charm—uneven but 
smart, with nice chemistry between 
Nealon and Lewis. Having been 
handed the primo spot between 
Home Improvement and NYPD Blue, 
Lewis can probably look forward to 
years of further trembling. 


Others of Note: Well, Hitz (UPN, 
9-9:30 p.m.) marks the TV return 
of Andrew Dice Clay—his “Dice- 
man” persona revived after he 
flopped as a nice guy in 1995’s Bless 
This House—but is he an entice- 
ment, exactly? 


MIXED DOUBLES Opposites attract for Over the Top’s Potts and Curry and Hiller and Diller’s writing duo Lewis and Nealon 
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TUESDAY 


STORK RAVING MAD Hunt and Reiser with their bouncing baby girl & 
¥ ah: 


SOUL MAN 
ABC, 8-8:30 p.m 


Roseanne may be gone, but John 
Goodman will be back in his old 
time slot—for a week, at least. 
Goodman, who costars with Dan 
Aykroyd in the upcoming Blues 
Brothers 2000, will appear as an 
old Air Force buddy who helps 
Aykroyd’s Reverend Mike Weber 
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deal with the theft of his beloved 
motorbike. Two other characters 
will be added to the show: a fresh- 
out-of-divinity-school assistant 
minister and an irreverent church 
secretary (neither role has been 
cast). And as the sitcom shifts 
production from L.A. to New York, 
it'll take on a slightly darker tone. 
Says coexecutive producer David 
Richardson, “There will be 
episodes where Mike wrestles with 


1997 


aspects of faith.” Great—yet an- 
other reason for the Baptists to 
boycott Disney and ABC. (Sept. 50) 


MAD ABOUT YOU 
NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. 


So Paul and Jamie had a baby. Now 
what? “The challenge for us is to 
honor the obligation of [having] a 
baby, but not have it be The Baby 
Show,” says costar Helen Hunt. 
“It’s still about these two people.” 
Among the obstacles they'll face: 
choosing their daughter’s name, 
dealing with Murray’s canine jeal- 
ousy, adjusting to a new sleep 
schedule, and putting up with med- 
dling grandparents. Carol Burnett 
will return as Jamie’s mother, and 
Louis Zorich and Cynthia Harris 
have been promoted to regulars as 
Paul’s folks. Anne Ramsay, who was 
sadly underused as Jamie’s sis, has 
left to join the cast of Dellaventura. 
Unfortunately, John Pankow, as 
Paul’s terminally irritating cousin 
Ira, is still around. (Sept. 23) 


CLUELESS 
UPN, 8-8:30 p.m. 


The network isn’t the only thing 
changing for the ex-ABC teen-com. 
Creator Amy Heckerling is no 
longer running the show, and there 
have been some departures: 
Michael Lerner (he’s been replaced 
as Cher’s dad by Doug Sheehan), 
David Lascher (who played Cher’s 
stepbro), and Twink Caplan and 
Wallace Shawn (the lovestruck 
teachers). Sherman Hemsley, 
whose sitcom Goode Behavior was 
canned by UPN, will appear as 
Murray’s grandfather. But one thing 
won’t change: Cher’s boy-crazy 
ways. She gets a crush on her 
hunky new teacher (General Hospi- 
tal’s John J. York) and—gasp!—a 
pool guy. Will ABC regret dropping 
Clueless? You bet, says exec pro- 
ducer Tim O’Donnell: “This was one 
of the highest-rated shows on TV 


last year for kids and teens.... It’s 
like dropping a gun and letting your 
enemy shoot you in the head with 
it.” (Sept. 23) 


JAG 
CBS, 8-9 p.m. 


The military drama will explore 
more topical territory in its third 
season. “We're doing a story 
about a marine aviator who’s 
charged with fraternization— 
sound familiar?” says creator 
Donald Bellisario. “We even men- 
tion the Kelly Flinn incident.” Oth- 
er issues include MIA’s and sexual 
harrassment. But there’s no truth 
to the rumor that Ellen DeGeneres 
will do a cameo for a special 
don’t-ask-don’t-tell episode. 
(Sept. 23) 


NEWSRADIO 
NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. 


Rescued from their Wednesday- 
night purgatory, the employees of 
WNYX will experience “complete 
upheaval and turmoil” in the sit- 
com’s fourth season, says creator 
Paul Simms. To wit: Dave (Dave Fo- 
ley) and Lisa (Maura Tierney) 
break up—on the same day Dave 
is demoted and Lisa gets his job; 
Matthew (Andy Dick) is fired for 
incompetence—but continues to 
hang around the office; anchorman 
Bill (Phil Hartman) tries to turn 
himself into a Howard Stern-like 
shock jock. Oh, and one other 
thing: Owner Jimmy (Stephen 
Root) “announces he’s pulling the 
plug on the station in one year if 
they can’t start getting good rat- 
ings,” says Simms. You mean like 
NBC could still do to NewsRadio? 
(Sept. 23) 


MOESHA 
UPN, 8:30-9 p.m. 


Perhaps to be more compatible 
with its new Clueless lead-in, 


A Matter Of Trust 


Baby Grand (duet w/ 
Ray Charles) 


This Is The Time 

The Downeaster “Alexa” 
Leningrad 

We Didn't Start The Fire 
| Go To Extremes 


And So It Goes 

All About Soul 
Shameless 

The River Of Dreams 


Lullaby (Goodnight, 
My Angel) 
Hey Girl 


Light As The Breeze 


INCLUDES THE NEW SINGLE 


To Make You Feel My Love 
Words and music by Bob Dylan 


2 new soves: 


“Columbia” Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm, Off. Marca Registrada,@ 1997 Sony Music Entertainment Inc. Cl ILL M BIA 
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WHO'S THE BRIGHTEST OF THEM ALL? 


HITACHI 
ULTRAVISION. 


Thanks to Hitachi’s exclusive 
new Super Bright Lens 
technology, the world’s 
brightest large screen TV 
picture belongs to Hitachi 
UltraVision. So does the 
ultimate in picture clarity 
with another exclusive, 
Magic Focus, the world’s 
first and only automatic 
convergence adjustment 
feature. Hitachi's dramatic 
new projection tube 
technology, together with 
the Super Bright Lens System, 
improves UltraVision’s. 
brightness and sharpness 
by more than 30%, while 
its 3DYC Digital Comb Filter 
takes filter technology to 
another level in providing 
cleaner, more detailed 
images. Then there’s Dolby 
Pro Logic sound with twin 
built-in center channel 
speakers for audio as 
dramatic as the UltraVision 
picture. So who’s the 
brightest of them all? The 
yore person who chooses Hitachi 
UltraVision, the best large 
screen TV in the world. 


For more information, visit our website at www. hitachi.com or call 1-800-HITACHI. ‘ H t f AC H | 


©1997 Hitachi, Ltd. Dolby Pro-Logic is a registered trademark 


of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. A TOTALLY NEW VISION 


Brandy Norwood’s sitcom will add 
more Caucasian characters as 
Moesha transfers from Crenshaw 
to a mostly white private school. 
She’ll still hang out with Kim 
(Countess Vaughn), Hakeem (Lam- 
ont Bentley), and ex-boyfriend Q 
(Fredro Starr), but she’ll also 
make a new friend, Haley (Dru 
Mouser). “Haley has some interest 
in rap,” says exec producer Vida 
Spears, “but she’s not one of 
these white kids who thinks any- 
thing anyone black does is inter- 
esting.” Which means she proba- 
bly doesn’t watch most of UPN’s 
other sitcoms. 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ABC, 9-9:30 p.m. 


Are you ready for Taran Smith in a 
dog collar? In the seventh season, 
little Mark Taylor “goes into a 
dark phase,” says executive pro- 
ducer Bruce Ferber. “He wears 
black all the time, and he’s into 
heavy metal, like Marilyn Manson, 
which alarms his parents.” We 
should hope so. Dad Tim goes into 
his own funk—a midlife crisis. He 
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BURNING AMBITION Homeboy Allen (center, with Richard Karn and Debbe Dunning) turns up the heat 


contemplates quitting his job as 
host of Too! Time and tries break- 
ing the world record for lighting 
barbecue coals. Meanwhile, wife 
Jill (Patricia Richardson) gets a 
new job counseling families. 
Sounds like she should start with 
her own. (Sept. 23) 


FRASIER 


NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. 


Star Kelsey Grammer has a new 
wife, and his sitcom love life is 
also picking up. “We got a lot of 
mileage out of Frasier being sexu- 


pal 
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Niles surfacing, because | think 
she has a bit of a thing for him, 
too.” (Sept. 23) 


JUST SHOOT ME 


NBC, 9:30-10 p.m. 


“My character is going to have 


millions of viewers riveted to the 


| set saying, ‘Is that guy gay?’” 


ally frustrated, but we decided to | 


give him a break this year,” says 
exec producer Christopher Lloyd. 
The shrink will score with Sisters’ 


| Sela Ward in the season premiere 


and later starts a more serious 
relationship with a defense attor- 
ney (not yet cast). No such luck 
for brother Niles (David Hyde 
Pierce) and Daphne (Jane Leeves). 
“1 don’t think that'll ever hap- 
pen,” says Grammer. “They obvi- 


ously aren’t right for each other.” | 


Still, Leeves says, “I’d like to see a 


little more of Daphne’s feelings for | 


quips Saturday Night Live alum 
David Spade. That question should 
be resolved, says exec producer 


TUESDAY 


“falls in love with a very kinky, 
manipulative, fairly crazy, gor- 
geous supermodel.” And will the 
“Buh-Bye” Guy be launching any 
new catchphrases? “My catch- 
phrase will be ‘Sit on it,’” says 
Spade. “Kids won’t remember it 
was big on Happy Days. |t’s a 
proven hit.” The same can’t yet be 


| said for Just Shoot Me, which 


Steven Levitan, when Spade’s | 


diminutive assistant Dennis Finch 


NO MORE COLD SHOWERS Grammer’s Frasier finally gets lucky : 


aired only six times last season, 
but its new after-Frasier time slot 
won’t hurt. (Sept. 23) 


NYPD BLUE 
ABC, 10-11 p.m. 


Coexecutive producer Bill Clark is 
tight-lipped about details—what 
do you expect from a former New 
York City cop? But here’s what we 
got out of him: We’ll see a lot more 
of Martinez’s love life (could this 
mean a long-overdue nude scene 
for Emmy nominee Nicholas Tur- 
turro?). Simone (Jimmy Smits) 
and Russell (Kim Delaney) will 
continue their tangled engage- 
ment. Det. Jill Kirkendall will be on 
full-time duty now that Andrea 
Thompson is a regular. And what of 
stammering sperm donor Medavoy 
(Gordon Clapp)? “The relationship 
he has with the lesbian couple— 
there’s going to be a large bump in 
that road,” says Clark. As long as 
we don’t have to see him on a toi- 
let again... (Sept. 50) 
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ONE DAY THIS SUMMER, WHILE SHOOTING THE UPCOMING 
Disney comedy Krippendorf’s Tribe, Jenna Elfman of Dharma & 
Greg found herself sitting in the makeup trailer next to Murphy 
Brown’s Lily Tomlin. “She’s getting her hair done and I’m get- 
ting my makeup done, and I’m going on about how our show 


shouldn’t have much competition this fall,” Elfman recalls. “And 


Can a hippie (Dharma) 
and a yuppie (Greg) find 
true love—and help ABG 
win back viewers’ hearts? 


SUPaAnge 
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Odd couple Elfman and 


Gibson will be trying to 


break romantic sitcoms’ 
recent streak of bad luck 


she says, ‘We’re on Wednesday at 8:30 
too.’ So I’m like, ‘Lily, if we kick your ass 
in the ratings, will you still like me?’ And 
she just rolled her eyes toward me and 
gave me a very slow, sly smile.” & Who 
can blame the kid for showing a little 
rookie bravado? ABC’s uptight boy- 
meets-hang-loose girl series is already 
being trumpeted as the freshest sitcom 


of the fall—not to mention the perfect 


kaw axy 
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breakout vehicle for the 25- 
year-old Elfman (“What ex- 
actly am I breaking out 
of ?” she asks). “Everyone 
seems extremely confident 
in us,” cautiously notes the 
other half of the equation, 
ex-Chicago Hope hunk 
Thomas Gibson, 35. “A cou- 
ple of advertisers came up 
to us at the network pre- 
sentations and said, ‘I can’t 
wait to spend our budget on 
your show.’ ” 

Dharma domination 
would be a welcome (and 
necessary) blessing for the 
No. 38 net, which seeks to 
reverse tumbling fortunes. 
“This show has instant hit 
potential,” gushes (admit- 
tedly biased) ABC VP of 
marketing Alan Cohen. 

Instant hit? That’d be a doubly impressive feat, consider- 
ing that prime-time audiences haven't cozied up to a romantic 
comedy since 1992’s Mad About You. (RIP If Not for You, It 
Had to Be You, Almost Perfect, Hudson Street...) In this 
slicker, twentysomething take on the genre, Elfman plays 
chirpy tree hugger Dharma, who bumps into buttoned-up 
Ivy-schooled lawyer Greg (Gibson); they see fireworks, yada 
yada yada, and they’re hitched by the end of the first date. 
Conflicts and yuks arise as the couple get to know each other 
and their polar-opposite parents, who include Falcon Crest’s 
Susan Sullivan as Greg’s pass-the-beluga mom and L.A. 
Law's Alan Rachins as Dharma’s screw-the-Establishment 
dad. “Falling in love was the easy part,” notes Dharma exec 
producer Chuck Lorre. “Staying in love is the series.” 

Hollywood execs have already fallen hard for the 5'10" 
Elfman, who swiped scenes last season as sex-happy 
Shannon on Molly Ringwald’s nixed ABC sitcom, Townies. 
“Jenna is the only person I’ve ever seen who could combine 
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APPARENT MISMATCH The newlyweds’ folks (including Sullivan, second from left, and Rachins, right) clash 


height and cuteness,” notes ABC VP of comedy series Car- 
olyn Ginsburg. Elfman immediately latched on to Dharma 
and joined in the search for would-be suitors. “A lot of the 
guys were handsome and potentially charming,” she recalls. 
“But they would walk in and apologize for it in a weird, kiss- 
assy way. The moment I saw Thomas, I knew. It was like 
KSHHHHHHHAH! Something smacked me across the face.” 
(“I certainly didn’t mean to slap her,” deadpans Gibson. “I 
was just standing there.”) 

And the rest, as they say, is chemistry. Like the many 
deep-sixed romantic comedies before it, Dharma must 
live or die on that ineffable attraction. If this particular 
marriage fails, though, it definitely won’t be for lack of ef- 
fort. “You want to use everything you've got, not just one 
part,” notes Elfman. “To survive, you have to be willing to 
play the fool. And I’m very willing. I don’t care, I’ll sing 


loudly, I'll do anything!” Lily Tomlin, consider yourself 


| warned. —Dan Snierson 
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Ie) Spin City The Tony Danza Show 


8rd Rock From the Sun 


Local Programming 


Beverly Hills, 90210 The Sentinel 


Party of Five Star Trek: Voyager 


Local Programming Local Programming 
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=PT: Well, there’s a single 
dad, a coupla kids...okay, so there’s 
no concept—it’s just the charm- 
ing Danza being Danza. 
j Creator—exec pro- 


ducer lan Gurvitz says he didn’t | 


want to stray from Danza’s image 
by making him “a U.S. senator or 
the ambassador to France,” so 
Tony’s a sportswriter. And lest we 


think of him as part of the media | 


elite, he’s been made a computer 


Neanderthal—he doesn’t even | 


SEPTEMBER ee 


know how to turn his PC on. Expect 
jokes about the kids’ entering 
puberty: “All my friends have 11- 
and 12-year-olds,” says Danza, 
“and we’re like, ‘Holy mackerel, 
things have changed. What hap- 
pened to my little baby?’” 

BOT Up against The 


Nanny and Spin City? Tony, haila | 


Taxi, fast. 


Georgetown grad (stand- 


up Royale Watkins) takes over the | = 


family contracting business. 


P: Watkins has a beguil- | 
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ingly open, genial manner, and he 
bounces well off Paul Winfield’s 
grumpy-patriarch figure. The 
large, bigenerational African- 


| American family squabbles and 
| teases. “When we first created 
| the show,” says Watkins, “it was 


based on my family, so | think that 
when we can stay on that path, 
then we’ll keep getting real and 
honest stories.” 


NOLSYH SIMD 


NE: It’s fun to see a 
big family that bickers out of affec- 
tion, but the pilot lacked one essen- 
tial ingredient—large laughs. 


}ONCEPT: A live-action Dilbert: 

Ordinary joe just out of college 
(Fred Savage) joins a big anony- 
mous corporation. 
THE : A sitcom about a 
grim, sterile company called Upton/ 
Webber—where’d the idea come 
from? “Well, it’s based on various 
work experiences we’ve had,” 
jokes executive producer Michael 
Davidoff. “Namely Disney.” As for 
casting Savage, exec producer Bill 
Rosenthal says, “We all watched 
him grow up on The Wonder Years, 
now we watch him in adulthood 
taking on his first job.” Savage 
only hopes Working “maintains 
some intelligence. | would hate to 
be on a stupid show. That’s my 
biggest fear.” 
B LINE: That’s funny, Fred, 
because our biggest fear is watch- 
ing a stupid show. Based on the 
pilot, yours isn’t. But the support- 
ing cast had better jell into a fun- 
nier unit, or this will be just another 
workplace comedy. 


A WHOLE NEW BALL GAME? Danza teams up with a fresh TV family 


# CAREYING A TUNE Drew and his pals hotdog it in a funky new musical number shot in Cleveland 
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SPIN CITY 
ABC, 8-8:30 p.m. 


With his sitcom moving into a 
lead-off spot in only its second 
year, Michael J. Fox may be 
counting on some old Family Ties 
for a ratings boost. Meredith 
Baxter is being pursued to guest 
as his character Mike Flaherty’s 
mom, who has an affair with newly 
divorced Mayor Winston (Barry 
Bostwick). Another Ties alum (and 
Fox’s real-life wife), Tracy Pollan, 
may pop up as Mike’s high school 
girlfriend when Spin crossbreeds 
two big-screen romantic come- 
dies, My Best Friend’s Wedding 
and An Affair to Remember: She’s 
the girl he promised to marry on 
top of the Empire State Building 
if they were still single at 30. 
But there’ll be “no long-term 
girlfriends for Mike,” says exec 
producer Gary David Goldberg, 
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who’s still wary after Mike’s ini- 
tial love interest, Carla Gugino, 
made a fast exit last season. 
“That’s not a good area for us.” 
At least not in their new, family- 
friendly slot. (Sept. 24) 


THE NANNY 
CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. 


You want guest stars? You got 
guest stars! How about Roseanne 
as Fran’s taste-impaired deco- 
rator cousin from Queens? And 
Elton John, playing an AIDS bene- 
fit that Fran and Mr. Sheffield 
(Charles Shaughnessy) attend on 
their first official date? The 
romance will heat up from there, 
says exec producer Rob Sternin: 
“Now that they’ve gone to second 
base, in Fran’s mind they’re as 
good as engaged. There may be 
a ring involved by the end of 
the season.” Sternin also reports: 
“We’re working on a crossover 


with Bryant Gumbel. And we’re 
talking to Chevy Chase about 
doing a takeoff on /ndecent 
Proposal. He would offer Fran 
$1 million to spend the night 
with him.” Not nearly enough, if 
you ask us. (Oct. 1) 


BEVERLY HILLS, 
90210 
Fox, 8-9 p.m. 


“We’re taking these characters 
into adulthood,” says Jason 
Priestley, who has added exec- 
utive producer to his credits. 
“People nowadays get out of col- 
lege and can’t get a job. It’s a 
very strange thing.” David (Brian 
Austin Green) manages the Peach 
Pit After Dark, newly deflowered 
Donna (Tori Spelling) looks for a 
position as a fashion designer, and 
Kelly (Jennie Garth) does charity 
work with children. Priestley says 
his Brandon tries to break into 
journalism, “but he can’t get 


anything except in, like, Elkhart | 


Lake, Wisconsin.” (By the way, 
that zip code is 53020.) Luckily, 


Steve (lan Ziering) accepts his | 


dad’s offer to take over a failing 
Village Voice-type newspaper 
and coaxes Brandon into helping 
him. “High jinks ensue,” says 
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Priestley. “I’m sure you can 
imagine.” (Sept. 10) 


MURPHY BROWN 
CBS, 8:30-9 p.m. 


Stop us if you’ve heard this one: 
Murphy gets breast cancer! “No 
one in their right mind is going 
to advance the theory that cancer 
is even remotely amusing,” says 
executive producer Mare Flana- 
gan. “But it’s the human comedy. 
At certain points, someone like 
Murphy will go, ‘How can | use this 
to my advantage?’” Her cowork- 
ers’ reactions will also be mined 
for yuks. Says Charles Kimbrough 
(anchor Jim Dial), “A lot of the 
laughs will come from watching 
all of us tiptoe around Murphy— 


| which is exactly what she doesn’t 


want us to do.” The return of 
creator Diane English should make 
the characters more believable, 
says Flanagan: “After nine sea- 
sons, they got a little broad.” A 
little? (Oct. 1) 


THE DREW CAREY 
SHOW 


ABC, 9-9:30 p.m. 


The third season kicks off with a 
new dance number set to “Cleve- 
land Rocks,” performed by the 
Presidents of the United States 
of America. “I met them when | 
did my terrible Rosie 0’Donnell 
appearance,” says Carey of the 
band. In other developments, 
Drew pursues a real estate agent 
(Kate Walsh), and a tornado 
hits Cleveland, trapping Mr. Wick 
(Craig Ferguson) in the store with 
looter Mimi (Kathy Kinney), who 
kidnaps him and holds him hos- 
tage, a la Misery. Still, Carey 
swears his garish nemesis won’t 
be taking over the show: “You’re 
going to see as much of Mimi 
as you’ve seen. We’re not going 
to turn her into a Fonzie and 
ruin her.” (Sept. 24) 
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THE BOOZE BROTHER Bailey’s drunk-driving past comes back to haunt Party guy Wolf, with Fox (left) 


Bailey (Scott Wolf) is back on the 
wagon, but, in classic P05 style, 
the ride is far from smooth. “It’s 
very difficult to have the world 
look at him as anything [other] 
than a recovering alcoholic,” says 
executive producer Amy Lippman. 
As a result, he hooks up with a 
slightly older woman he meets 
at AA, even as he’s sharing an 
apartment with ex-girlfriend 
Sarah (Jennifer Love Hewitt). Big 
brother Charlie (Matthew Fox) 
suffers a tragedy that renders him 
incapable of taking care of the 
family. Meanwhile, art imitates life 
as Julia (the recently separated 
Neve Campbell) experiences mari- 
tal problems with new hubby Grif- 
fin (Jeremy London). Yet all of 
that’s nothing compared with the 
trauma in store for little Claudia 
(Lacey Chabert). Says Lippman: 
“She tries out for cheerleading but 
becomes the team mascot and has 


SEPTEMBER Tet wie Ss 


9 


| to walk around with a huge pos- 


sum head.” She should’ve never 
given up the violin. (Sept. 17) 


The omnipresent Roseanne ap- 


pears in the season premiere as | 


the Big Giant Head’s niece—and 


new wife to Dick (John Lithgow). | 
His fiancée, Mary (Jane Curtin), | 


doesn’t take the news well. “It 
ends up with Dick’s face glued to 
his own desk,” says cocreator 
Terry Turner. Dick’s spaced-out 
cohorts keep busy too: Harry 
(French Stewart) goes for his GED, 
Tommy (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) 
starts a garage band, and Sally 


(Kristen Johnston) dumps Don | 
(Wayne Knight) and sows her wild | 


oats. Says cocreator Bonnie 
Turner, “She realizes that dating 


In its new slot, 3rd Rock hopes to 
bag a different kind of prey— 
Drew Carey. (Sept. 24) 
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| isa lot like the hunt and the kill.” | 


To juice Voyager’s weak ratings 


shaking things up. A sexy female 
Borg named Seven of Nine (Jeri 
Ryan) will be brought on board, 
and Kes (Jennifer Lien) will be 
leaving in the second episode. 
“She’s going to die in a strange, 
sci-fi, magical Star Trek way,” 
says executive producer Brannon 


| Braga. And during a November 


sweeps two-parter, “we're going 
to rip the living hell out of the 
ship,” says Braga. “It’s going to 
be the all-time worst, most dev- 
astating year.” We’re assuming 
he means for the ship, not for 
the show. 


“| don’t know if you heard, but 
Ellen’s a lesbian,” joshes costar 
Clea Lewis. Sure, her character 
can say she’s a lesbian, but will we 
ever see her being a lesbian? 
Maybe not anytime soon. Says 
hesitant executive producer Vic 


| Kaplan, “We’re going to introduce 


to warp speed, producers are | 


some shows where she’s ten- 
tatively dating and thinking about 
relationships.” How about a long- 
term girlfriend? “We haven’t 


DERANGED MARRIAGE Alien wife Roseanne Rocks Lithgow’s world 


SUDDENLY SUSAN 


Did Susan marry Jack's best friend?! First she got fired, 
he’s fired up! 
8 Tom now $s! 
8:30/7:30pm 


NIUNSROE UND 


MUST SEE 


PREMIERE 
WEEK 


LEA THOMPSON 


CAROLINE 
IN THE CITY 


Does Richard love 
Caroline— or the 
Italian temptress?! 


9/8pm 


TEA LEONI 
THE NAKED 
TRUTH 


She'll stop at nothing 
to get a story— 
or a laugh! 


9:30/8:300m 
Followed by DATELINE NBC 


WUULY Thue DETLUINE... 


It's a girl! 
Don’t miss her 
hilarious 
homecoming! 


— 8/ipm 


Bill goes from 
zero to hero! 


8:30/7:30pm 


You won't believe 
Frasier’s wild 
adventure! 


9/8pm 


At this fashion mag, 
being glamorous 
is work! 


9:30/8:30pm 


Followed 
by DATELINE NBC 


Tony Danza 
(Who’s the Boss?) 
stars as a single 
dad who's out of 
his league. 


NEW SHOW! 
8/Ipm 


This family comedy 
is built to laugh! 


NEW SHOW! 
8:30/7:30pm 


Sally, Tommy and Harry 
return with Dick’s new 
alien wife—Roseanne! 


SPECIAL 
ONE-HOUR PREMIERE! 
9/8pm 


The funniest things 
happen at work! 
Starring Fred Savage 
(The Wonder Years) 


| 

SERIES PREMIERE 
OCTOBER 8th 

~——-9:30/8:30pm 


Followed 
by LAW & ORDER 


WRAP UP YOUR NGS 
WUT Te EXT: TUG ULES 


Don’t miss the start 


Can Jarod stay a step 
of another season of ahead of Miss Parker 
compelling stories} and The Centre? 
“ripped from the | D 
headlines!” |ilihos - Saturday 
Wetinestiay | 7 6 fe) 8/70 
10/9pm |} 


A premiere event: 


ER ag 
: F. 
, 


a LIVE broadcast i} They enter your dreams, 

where anything and battle your nightmares! 
webapachl NEW SHOW! 

Thursday |) Saturday 
10/Spm | 9/8pm 


PLAYERS 


Three ex-cons tackle 
the streets from the 
other side of the law. } 
Starring Ice-T 


Did serial killer 
Jack kill an innocent 
| hostage — or did she? 


NEW SHOW! | Saturday 
Premieres yan 10/9pm 
riday 
8/7pm 


HOMICIDE = = 


Crisis in the 
department: 

Which detectives 

will stay and 

which will go? 
Premieres October 17 
Friday | 
10/9pm |} 


| FRIENDS 


Did Ross 
pick Rachel? 
Or the bald girl? 


8/Ipm 


UNION 
SQUARE 


From the creators of 
Caroline in the City 
comes a diner 
serving up laughs! 

- i NEW SHOW! 
8:30/7:30pm 


SEINFELD 


Jerry, George, Elaine 
and Kramer— 
they're baaaaaack! 


9/8pm 


VERONICA’S 
CLOSET 


KIRSTIE ALLEY stars 
in this comedy 
from the creators 
of Friends! 


NEW SHOW! 
9:30/8:30pm 
Followed by ER 


MEN 
BEHAVING 
BADLY 


The ultimate bad behavior— 
one of the “Men” 
is getting married! 


NEW NIGHT! 
8/Ipm 


JENNY 


Jenny McCarthy proves 
blondes really DO 
have more fun! 


NEW SHOW! 
8:30/7:30pm 


PREMIERE 
WEEK 
STARTS 


SEPTEMBER 


22nd 
on NBC! 


r N ‘ 


www.NBC.com 


pinned it down with the studio and 
ABC,” says Kaplan. Any chance of a 
same-sex kiss? “We’re not that far 
along.” This fear of commitment 
extends even to Ellen’s employ- 
ment: She quit Buy the Book, but 
“we're not going to throw her into 
a job right away,” says Kaplan. 
Wouldn’t want to do anything rash. 
(Sept. 24) 


CHICAGO HOPE 
CBS, 10-11 p.m. 


Singing cops bombed—just ask 
Steven Bochco—but nobody’s tried 
singing docs. Until now. Hope is 
staging an all-musical episode 
choreographed by Dirty Dancing’s 
Kenny Ortega. (Which means that 
yes, Mandy Patinkin will be back 
for a crooning cameo.) On more 
serious notes, Hope will deal with 
male rape and pedophilia, and Dr. 
Shutt (Adam Arkin) will be stricken 
by an aneurysm. As for Christine 
Lahti’s Dr. Austin, “she’s going to 
do heroic things,” the actress says. 
“She’s got her daughter back. She 
got rid of that ex-husband. She’s 
over the death of her father.” Who 
knows? Maybe she’ll even make it 
through an entire episode without 
weeping. (Oct. 1) 


LAW & ORDER 
NBC, 10-11 p.m. 


The big news is: For the first time 
ever, “no new cast members,” says 
exec producer Dick Wolf. “But 
great new stories.” Like? “A 
woman Navy pilot who kills her 
enlisted-man lover,” enthuses Wolf. 
An episode suggested by the 
Cunanan case could follow. “The 
teaser may be a fashion designer 
being murdered,” Wolf hints. Not 
that ripped-from-the-headlines 
plotlines are anything new for the 
seven-year-old drama. “We’re not 
trying to break new ground now,” 
says Wolf. “We just want to stay on 
forever.” So far, so good. (Sept. 24) 


ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC PALMA 


OULD THERE BE A 
labor shortage in 
Hollywood? Seems a 


growing number of actors are 
doing double duty, popping up on 
more than one show. Among the 
moonlighters: Kathy Najimy 
plays Peggy on King of the Hill 
and Olive on Veronica’s Closet. 
Wayne Knight irritates as a 
postman and a cop in Seinfeld 
and 3rd Rock From the Sun. 


Wallace Langham appears as the 
neurotic head writer on The 
Larry Sanders Show and a 
might-be-gay assistant on 
Veronica’s Closet. Michael Boat- 
man has clocked time on Spin 
City and HBO’s Arli$s. With that 
in mind, we dreamed up some 
crossovers we'd like to see: 


Since Beverly Hills, 90210’s 33- 
year-old lan Ziering is so good 


ENTERTAINMENT 


WEDNESDAY 


at playing younger characters, 
he lands the role as the new 
baby on Mad About You. 


David Duchovny becomes a reg- 
ular on wife Téa Leoni’s sitcom, 
The Naked Truth. He plays a 
federal agent investigating the 
strange disappearance of last 
season’s cast members. 


The newest vampire on Buffy? 
Melrose Place’s Andrew Shue, 
who has shown a real aptitude 
for sucking. 


Jonathan Katz (he of Dr. Katz: 
Professional Therapist) gets 
some patients even more trou- 
bled than stand-ups—he’s the 
new prison shrink on 0z. Sample 
couch comment: “I'll show you 
what the music means, bitch!” 


Swerve-happy driver Tim Allen 
apparently spent his summer 
researching a role on Men Be- 
having Badly. He gets the part of 
Rob Schneider’s older brother. 


To show them the true meaning 
of misery, Millennium’s perenni- 
ally somber Lance Henriksen 
appears on Unhappily Ever After. 


And (extending the definition 

of actor), ABC Entertainment 
prez Jamie Tarses joins Friends 
as Chandler’s new love interest. 
Oops, maybe that’s a little too 
close to home. —A.J. Jacobs 
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“LET’S GO, PEOPLE,” BELLOWS KIRSTIE 
Alley during a rehearsal for NBC’s 
Veronica’s Closet. “I have a birthday 
party to go to!” = Costar Kathy Na- 
jimy’s baby is toted off the set by a nanny 
as Najimy and Alley take their places 
on a sofa. A man in headphones says, 
“Ready,” but in the few seconds of silence 
before “Action,” Alley breaks character 
and—apparently seized by some impish 
muse—blurts out an unscripted claim: “J 
have a d--k!” @ Alley finds great humor 
in male genitalia (remember her 1991 


Emmy acceptance speech, in which she 


Closing the door on her 
Cheers years, Alley finally 


VERONICAS GLOSET gets a chance to play the 


HBG, 9:30-10 PM ae 
STARTS SEPT. 25 big wig—on screen and off 


GdSC... 


prime time as a lingerie exec in 
Veronica’s Closet, Kirstie Alley 
slips into TV’s most comfortable 
slot—right after Seinield 


thanked husband Parker Stevenson for giving her “the big 
one”’?), so nothing new there. No, the Big News is that Kirstie 
Alley, 42, is back in a series. And not only is she back—after a 
self-imposed four-year hiatus from sitcoms since Cheers closed 
its doors—she’s back in the fall show that’s most likely to suc- 
ceed. “And why shouldn’t we?” Alley asked at a recent press 
conference. “Have you seen the other shows?” ® Veronica’s 
Closet does have the best pedigree. Alley’s got the hottest 
of writing teams (Friends creators David Crane and Marta 
Kauffman); a pilot directed by sitcom guru James Burrows 
(one of the brains behind Cheers); a Must See NBC time slot to 
die for (right between Seinfeld and ER); and a stellar support- 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


83 


ay 
nama 
tes 
rr 
ra 
Css 
Ss 
a 
aa 


FALLTVPREVIEW 


84 


ing cast, including Najimy (late of the Sister 
Act films and still the voice of Peggy Hill on 
Fox’s King of the Hill), Wallace Langham 
(who also plans to continue in his role as 
head writer on The Larry Sanders Show), 
Daryl “Chill” Mitchell (The John Larro- 
quette Show), and MTV hunk-turned-actor 
Dan Cortese. And of course, there’s Alley— 
a woman so comically gifted she once fell in 
love with a pig on Cheers and made us weep 
with both sympathy and laughter. 

Here, she plays Veronica, the aging 
model/mogul behind a lingerie mail-order 
business who, in her day, graced the cover 
of her catalog, Veronica’s Closet (yes, Victo- 
ria’s Secret is already in a tizzy over the sim- 
ilarities). Her fancy, foofed-up Manhattan of- 
fices stand in contrast to the proprietor’s 
considerable but crumbling ego. In the pilot, 
her philandering husband (a recurring char- 
acter played by Christopher McDonald) gets 
caught; Veronica suffers public humiliation; 
and the stage, says Alley, is set for “this 
woman who's pursuing true love.” 

It’s hard to hate Veronica because she’s 
beautiful (too many cracks in the porcelain), 
and it’s the same with Alley, whose own 
good looks are offset by a ribald sense of hu- 
mor and a fondness for the F-word. She’s a 
made-for-TV Courtney Love. “She’s not one of those actory 
types who have to talk about motivation for five hours,” says 
Najimy. “Just do it, be funny, and go home.” The question is, 
what took Alley so long to score her own show? “Jimmy Bur- 
rows said to me, ‘Kirstie, a new show is never going to be like 
Cheers, and I bought that for a few years,” Alley says, sitting 
in her trailer. “Then I said to him: ‘Maybe you're right. It’s 
going to be better than Cheers.’ Why can’t it? Otherwise, why 
don’t I just slit my throat?” 

It was Alley’s idea, in fact, to play a woman back in the 
dating game and severely out of practice. “She finds herself 
very naive to the world,” says Alley, who split last year from 


ABC 
Nothing Sacred 


SSEOP ST VEIM BER Wiese, 


1997 


a 


SUPPORT CAN BE BEAUTIFUL Alley’s cast (I. to r.) Cortese, Mitchell, Najimy, and Langham 


Stevenson, with whom she has two children, William True, 4, 
and Lillie Price, 3. “I find myself in that position. I wasn’t ex- 
posed to AIDS. I’d been off the market for 15 years when all 
these things went down, so it’s a very different world.” Alley 
insists, however, that the sitcom’s notion of a famous unfaith- 
ful husband bears more resemblance to Frank Gifford than 
to Stevenson. “There was no infidelity in my marriage, on ei- 
ther side,” says Alley, who’s now dating actor James Wilder, 
33. “There was no hatefulness or craziness. There was noth- 
ing other than maybe different goals in life. People look for 
something to make it volatile, but there’s nothing there.” 
Indeed, during the marriage, tabloids speculated that the 
two were gay, something Alley 
laughed off. She’s not laughing, 
however, about the terms of her 
pending divorce. There has been 
a bone of contention—and a big 
one, as it were. Alley recently 
lost her bid to go through with 
the divorce in Maine (where she 
spends most of her downtime) 
and not California, where com- 
munity property law entitles 
Stevenson to half the assets. “It’s 
been made a much bigger issue 
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than we consider it” is all she’ll say on the matter. 

Kauffman recalls that when she sat down with Alley to be- 
gin refining the concept of Veronica’s Closet, the star “talked 
about things she wanted to do that were different than what 
she’s done on TV before—specifically Rebecca Howe.” Alley 
wanted Veronica to be more glamorous and to have her own 
money, though Alley says they kept “that Rebecca bumbling 
thing. I mean, that’s what I do. I play a victim because that’s 
what I think is funny.” 

This she learned as a teenager in Wichita, Kan. “From the 
time I was, like, 12, until I was 18, women thought I was re- 
ally snobby,” says Alley. “I learned that if I just acted self- 
deprecating they would warm up to me.... I don’t think 
bitchy women [on sitcoms] are funny. I think Julia Louis- 
Dreyfus is funny, but I don’t think there are very many funny 
women out there.” (Ask Alley what she thinks of the bitch- 
fest Cybill, and she responds, “No comment.”) 

If Alley’s sense of humor translates, if she can approxi- 
mate the success of Cheers alum Kelsey Grammer’s 
Frasier—and not Ted Danson’s Jnk—then she stands to get 
very rich, thanks to her producer status on Veronica. 
Though one wonders if, havig been on Cheers, Alley really 
needs more money. “I do,” she says. “I don’t know if Ted 
does...but I have big goals. I want to change the world. I 
believe I can change the world.” 

Like how? 

“T want to put Scientology missions around the world,” 
says Alley, speaking unapologetically about the controver- 
sial religion she shares with longtime pal John Travolta. She 
credits L. Ron Hubbard’s book Dianetics with helping her 
remove personal barriers (notably low self-esteem and co- 
caine dependency) back in 1979 and enabling her to pursue a 
career in acting. Her first mission was built two years ago in 
Wichita and includes a literacy center “where anyone, 
whether they want to be a Scientologist or not, can come and 
learn to read. So when you ask me about money, I need a lot 
of money. Once you educate somebody, that’s giving them 
freedom, and that’s sort of where it’s at for me.” 

She’s also at an odd point in her life. Just as her new show 
is heating up, “I’m getting more movie offers than ever,” she 
says. She recently finished the upcoming Tim Allen comedy 
For Richer or Poorer; she’s getting excellent word of mouth 
for her portrayal of a doped-up psychiatrist in Woody 
Allen’s December release Deconstructing Harry; and she’s 
planning to spend her first hiatus from Veronica’s Closet 
making a movie with Travolta. 

She also notes that she always considered sitcoms a bet- 
ter, more sedentary and stable occupation for a married 
woman, and she laughs at the irony that the new show and 
the divorce are happening at the same time. “You know,” she 
says, “my mother told me when I was 25, ‘You have always 
done everything bassackwards.’ I don’t know. I guess life is 
something that you play by ear.” Fortunately, she’s also play- 
ing it for laughs. Big ones. —Jess Cagle 
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SAVING FAITH Anderson (center) and his fellow Sacred hearts 


NOTHING SACRED 
ABC, 8-9 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 18 


CONCEPT: Catholic priest (Kevin 
Anderson) struggles with faith, 
church dogma, and inner-city real- 
ities, all during the family hour. 

THE SCOOP: “Here we have a priest 
who is not looking for God in the 
church, but he’s trying to find it in 
the world,” says producer Richard 
Kramer. The pilot has already stirred 
up controversy with its discussion of 
abortion and a lustful temptation for 
Father Ray. Well written and won- 
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derfully acted, Sacred has, Ander- 
son believes, wide appeal: “I think 
the issues of faith and God and mor- 
tality and hope are universal and ele- 
mental.” 

BOTTOM LINE: We agree, but at 8 
p.m.? Opposite Friends and Promised 
Land? This ambitious, nuanced show 
needs to be saved for a later time 
period—and quickly. 


UNION SQUARE 
NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 25 


CONCEPT: Buncha scruffy, disparate 
types (cast: nobody you've heard of) 


the auditions and the rock musician | worried about the tone of the show: “I 
comes in from the club and the play- | just wanted to be able to relate to nor- 
wright comes in from his rejection | mal people. | didn’t want it to be too 
letter, they kind of regroup here.” upper-class or the same lower-class 


BOTTOM LINE: Yammeringly noisy and | vibe that we get alot on TV.” He sounds 
crude (there’s a line about throwing up pretty happy about the frat-party 
on Neil Simon), Union Squareis skip- | atmosphere of the set-—“It’s a nutty 
pable on a Single Guy-scale. madhouse”—but the trick is to get 
—_—_C*”_sthatt mood on tape for the viewers. 
BETWEEN BROTHERS BOTTOM LINE: Another shrewd Fox 
Fox, 8:30-9 p.m. | counterprogramming move against 
Starts Sept. 11 | predominately white competition. 


STATE OF THE UNION NBC has cooked up a new mix of unknowns CONCEPT: Living Single from the | CRAGKER 


guys’ point of view. ABC, 9-10 p.m 
loafing around a Manhattan diner. | Friends? “These characters don’tlike | THE SCOOP: With Tommy Davidson | Fas Sept. 8 


THE SCOOP: NBC gave Unionaplum | eachother,” says cocreator FredBar- | (/nLivingColor)andKadeemHardison | — 
spot between Friends and Seinfeld, | ronwithalaugh. Observes his part- | (A Different World) as half of this | CONCEPT: The British series about 
recast the lead (now Constance | ner Marco Pennette: “Weliketothink | African-American group of buddies, | a boozing, chain-smoking, crime- 
Marie), and reshot the pilot, putting | ofitasaplace where peoplecometo | Brotherscouldbe both funny andsexy. | solving psychologist moved to Amer- 
more emphasis on supposed sparks | take a break from being outinNew | “I’m sure we'll have to have some of | ica, with Murphy Brown survivor 
between Marie and Michael Landes. | York. They’re following their dreams, | the opposite sex around just to keep | Robert Pastorelli taking over the 
So how will the show differ from | and after the actress comesinfrom | it real,” says Hardison. Initially,he | Robbie Coltrane role. 
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Before he went camping he bought everything 
he needed. Including the inflatable sink. 


t oi 


SPORT: CHAIET At aseterutatna $337 
THE TOME: DERO Ey. .cc.cveeers $42 
: RE! Camping Store...........:00 $166 
Bob Ward and Sons... $281 
PET COneieeee ate terraces $13 
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Are your eyes playing tricks on you? rigidity and side impact protection. And of 
Nope. Theres just some intense reflecting course, there are the two air bags, available 
going on here. Because this really is anti-lock brakes, front and rear crush 
the Metro and these really are some of zones and Daytime Running Lamps. Well, 
its big safety ideas. that just about covers it. 

Go ahead, take a look at the steel : So get to know Metro LSi Sedan. 
safety cage. It surrounds the entire passenger After all, buying a car this chock-full of safety 
compartment. Then there are five Cross-~ ideas may Cause people to reflect on other 
car steel structure beams. They re five hunks things. .. like your extraordinary intelligence. 
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THE SCOOP: The first few episodes 
will be, according to executive pro- 
ducer James Sadwith, “about 80 per- 
cent the same plots and dialogue as 
the British show,” which has a cult 
following here from its A&E run. Pas- 
torelli likes the “very gritty and very 
real” tone, despite his Fitz Fitzger- 
ald having been relocated to sunny 
L.A. The pilot /s impressively tough, 
complete with rough language emu- 
lating the original, and therein lies 
some of its problem. 

BOTTOM LINE: Besides being more 
of a 10 p.m. show, there’s the steam- 
roller competition and a lead-in 
with an equally inappropriate slot: 
“Nothing Sacred is our lead-in at 
8 p.m.,” says Sadwith. And we’re 
against Seinfeld and Veronica’s 
Closet. What are you going to do?” 
Um, group therapy sessions? 


413 HOPE ST. 
Fox, 9-10 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 11 


CONCEPT: Richard “Shaft” Round- 


tree as the founder of an inner-city 
teen crisis center. 

THE SCOOP: Hope St.’s creator 
and executive producer is Damon 
Wayans (/n Living Color). He says 
his drama will feature some grim 
story lines: In one, “a girl comes 
to Hope Street who has gonorrhea. 
She has to tell her sex partner, who 
turns out to be her father. Then she 
has to tell the mother.” But, he also 
concedes, “the show can’t work if 
it’s all drama. It’s a nice mixture 
of comedy and drama. If [the char- 
acters] take themselves too seri- 
ously, we acknowledge that and it 
becomes funny.” 

BOTTOM LINE: “Funny” goes only 
so far in a crisis-center drama. In 
fact, since there’s no way this can 
compete with NBC’s Must See lineup, 
Hope St. should feel free to intensify 
the drama and become the hard- 
headed show its pilot only suggests 
it can be. 


FRIENDS 
NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. 


When we last left Ross (David 
Schwimmer), he was pondering aro- 
mantic reunion with Rachel (Jennifer 
Aniston). Will they get back together? 
“If we revealed it, it wouldn’t be any 
fun,” says executive producer Kevin 
Bright. This much he’ll spill: “We'll 
allow Ross to make the choice that 
will make everybody happy, but 
there will be some surprises. It’s 
going to be aroller coaster.” There 
may be another intra- Friends cou- 
ple brewing: Turns out Chandler 
(Matthew Perry) was serious when 
he asked Monica (Courteney 
Cox) if she would go out with 
him. Which quashes any lin- 
gering rumors about Chan- 
dler’s sexual orientation. 
“Chandler is a heterosex- 
ual,” says Bright. “He’s not 
coming out of any closet.” 
(Sept. 25) 


SEINFELD 
NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. 


So you think just because 
you're the No. 1 sitcom on 
television you don’t have to 
tell us what’s going to hap- 
pen this year? “There’s not 
really anything | can give 
away without getting yelled 
at later,” says new executive 
producer Alec Berg. Can you 
at least tell us if the show will 
continue on the same broadly 
comic path it took last sea- 
son? “It may,” says Berg. 


“Then again, it may become a dark, 
somber, and tragic place where hatred 
rules and laughter dies.” C’mon, 
throw us a crumb. “George Wendt will 
not be brought in as the new editor,” 
states Berg. So you're a wise guy, 
huh? (Sept. 25) 


DIAGNOSIS MURDER 
CBS, 9-10 p.m. 
Nah. (Sept. 18) 
ER 
NBC, 10-11 p.m. 


Along with new cast members Maria 
Bello and Alex Kingston (see page 


107), there will be one more major 
new face: A ditsy desk clerk (not yet 
cast) in addition to Jerry (Abraham 
Benrubi, now a regular on NBC’s new 
Sleepwalkers, who will definitely 


| appear in ER’s first three episodes 


this season). Beginning with the 
much-hyped live-broadcast season 
premiere, Benton (Eriq La Salle) will 
make the difficult adjustment to 
fatherhood, Greene (Anthony Ed- 
wards) will deal with the fallout from 
his beating, and Ross (George 
Clooney) and Hathaway (Julianna 
Margulies) will ponder a possible 
re-coupling. Meanwhile, Carter 
(Noah Wyle) will start his tenure in 
emergency medicine, Weaver (Laura 
Innes) will get a big promotion that 
puts her above Greene, and HIV- 
positive Jeanie Boulet (Gloria Reu- 
ben) will continue to come to terms 
with her illness. “What’s major for 
Jeanie is watching someone who has 
the HIV virus living a normal life,” 
says executive producer John Wells. 
“That in and of itself is a shocking 
thing.” (Sept. 25) 


HEART MURMURS Will ER’s Margulies and Clooney resuscitate their love? 


89 


GROOMING: GAREN TO; 


Gregory Hines may need 
alittle fancy footwork 
to stand out amida 
crowded block of kiddie sitcoms 


OF ALL THE QUESTIONS GREGORY HINES HAS FIELDED 
about his new family comedy, The Gregory Hines Show, perhaps 
the screwiest came at a July press conference: “Will you be 
wearing that earring in the show?” ™ While the room groaned 
at the absurd inquiry—which the values-minded reporter kept 
repeating until Hines retorted, “Is that my mother?!?”—one 
couldn’t help but wonder if there was yet another hole in Hines’ 
head. After all, why would a distinguished Broadway performer 
and world-renowned tap dancer with solid movie credits (Run- 


ning Scared, Waiting to Exhale) want to enter the fatuous 


sitcom world of Family Matters and‘ 
Step by Step? “I wasn’t getting a lot of 
the roles I wanted in film, so I thought, 
‘Let me try TV,’” says Hines. “I had 
originally wanted to do something 
more adult oriented, but this show had 
an adult sensibility—and family val- 
ues. We’re not going to shy away from 
any issues relevant to parents and 
children in the ’90s.” ™ Granted, the 
premise is nothing bold: Hines plays 


Ben Stevenson, a newly widowed book 


Broadway star Hines steps 
into prime time as a widowed 


THE GREGORY father struggling to raise an 


HINES SHOW adolescent son (Waiting to 
CBS, 9-9:30 PM 
STARTS SEPT. 15 Exhale’s Brandon Hammond) 
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FAMILY OF MAN Hines and Hammond bond with TV relatives Wendell Pierce and Bill Cobbs 


publisher who juggles career and love while raising his 
12-year-old boy, Matty. But thanks to sophisticated Cosby 
Show-esque humor and a charmingly believable relationship 
between Hines and screen son Brandon Hammond, Sir 
Taps-A-Lot just might pull off this career switcheroo in 
style. “I think we’ve got a tempest in a teapot,” confides 
CBS Television president Leslie Moonves. “Gregory pops 
right off the screen with genuineness and joie de vivre. He 


CBS 


Hole da Sabrina, the Teenage Witch Family Matters 


NBC 
Gi 


The Gregory Hines Show| Dateline NBC 
= 


Homicide: 
Life on the Street 
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was born to be a television star.” 

If so, it was prime time’s longest preg- 
nancy. Hines and his manager (and the 
show's exec producer) Fran Saperstein 
spent seven years fleshing out ideas. “I 
didn’t want to embarrass my family and 
friends and have them say, ‘Geez, why is 
he doing that show?’” says Hines, 51, 
“even if it was successful.” Recalls Saper- 
stein: “We’d been through it at different 
networks and different creative groups, 
trying to find the right show. You’d be 
shocked at how many people pitched the 
same concept to us over and over again: 
‘OK, he’s got a dance studio on the third 
floor and he lives on the second floor...’” 

Frustrated and depressed, Hines dialed 
an old friend who knew a thing or two 
about TV: Bill Cosby. “He never said, ‘For- 
get it, chuck this one,’” says Hines. “He 
told me to keep pushing in every way I 
could, which was invaluable. He’s been a 
hero.” Hines, who lives in New York City 
(when not working in L.A.) with second 
wife Pam, also found inspiration in his 
kids, Zach, 14, Jessica, 25, and Daria, 26. 
“They’re always pitching story ideas,” he 
chuckles. “Zach says, ‘Why don’t you do one 
about the time I told you I didn’t have any 
homework, and you went to the theater 
with my best friend’s mother, and when the 
curtain went up, she said, ‘Is Zach studying 
for the big science test tomorrow?’ So I 
said, ‘Zach, that’s a horrible memory. I don’t want to get into 
that.’ ‘Well, how about the time I made a doody?’” 

Now that Hines is armed with his crack support team and 
encouraging early word from erities, perhaps the only thing 
he needs is a time slot that’s more, well, mature; he’s sand- 
wiched between the Bronson Pinchot-as-alien sitcom Meego 
and Step by Step. “Gregory does have an adult appeal,” 
Moonves says. “But if you like Meego, you'll like this, and if 
you don’t like Meego, you'll like this.” 
Adds Saperstein: “We’re not con- 
cerned. If it was on Saturday morning 
at 7, it'd find an audience.” 

Of course, there’s always one way to 
ensure a decent crowd: Care to break 
out those tap shoes, Gregory? “Actual- 
ly, in one episode, I’m going to dream 
that I’m a dancer and I challenge 
[Broadway sensation] Savion Glover 
to a tap duel,” he whispers with a 
wink. “And then I beat him, which is 
really dreaming.” —Dan Snierson 


PRIMESTAR introduces 


g ‘ 


} 
now gives you satellite for just ' complete. And that's just the 


tip ofthe se. This great offer includes installation and your first month of programming 


Prices may vary by region and distributor. Offer ends October 31, 1997. Participating distributors only. PRIMESTAR is a registered service mark, PRIME Entertainment is a service mark and PRIMEFINDER is a trademark of 
PRIMESTAR Partners, L.P. Showtime is a registered service mark of Showtime Networks, a Viacom Company. “Assumes S.R.P. installation price of $149 and use of $50 rebate coupon. 
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PLAYERS CLUB Now on the right side of the law, tricky trio Ice-T, Mandylor, and Hughes hold an ex-confab 


PLAYERS 


CONCEPT: Convicted criminals 
played by Ice-T, Costas Mandylor 
(Picket Fences), and Frank John 
Hughes go straight, helping the FBI 
catch bad guys. 

THE SCOOP: Emphasizing the 
tongue-in-cheek aspect of this 
action hour, executive producer Ed 
Zuckerman says: “This is a cop 
show the way Maverick was a 
Western.... They basically pull cons 
on the criminals.” But a down-and- 
dirty series with stone-faced rap- 
per Ice-T at 8 p.m.? Ice has a novel 
take on it: “I like the early time 
slot.... Guys will be able to watch 
our show and see how to dress. All 


SE Rate MiBsEsRy S12. 5) ico 


of a sudden, everybody inthe clubs | 


Friday nights is going to look like 
Players. We’ve really got a social 
commitment to change style in 
America.” He adds a personal plea: 
“They've got to let me get near a 


girl. ’'ve been doing this stuff for | 


years, and | cannot get within 
arm’s reach of a girl in any script. 
What’s up with that?” 

BOTTOM LINE: As an alternative 
to ABC’s and CBS’ all-kid strategy, 
this updated Mod Squad seems 


| too silly—even cartoony—for the 


grown-ups it’s trying to lure. 


THE VISITOR 


CONCEPT: The visitor is Northern 
Exposure’s John Corbett. He plays 


a pilot who was abducted by aliens 
back in the 40s. Now he’s trans- 
ported to 1997, and the government 
and aliens are after him—as a 
hero, he’s the Lone X-File. 

THE SCOOP: “There’s such a ten- 
dency to be really cold and hard- 
ware driven [in science fiction],” 
says Dean Devlin, who along with 
Roland Emmerich produced /nde- 
pendence Day. “We’re trying to do 
a show where the center is its heart 
and its emotions.” Devlin says 
doing a TV series is “much, much 


harder than movies. If you have any 
standards of quality, to try to do 
this stuff on time and within those 
budgets [under $2 million an epi- 
sode], it’s a Herculean effort.” 

BOTTOM LINE: Both Corbett and 


| the pilot were stiff and solemn. Gee, 


watch it back-to-back with Mil- 
/ennium, and you've got two hours 


| of grim poker faces! 


MEEGO 


CONCEPT: Bronson Pinchot is an 
alien—turned—Earth nanny; Jerry 
Maguire’s Jonathan Lipnicki plays 
the youngest of the three kids. 
THE SCOOP: “I think the appeal 
of any nanny show is that it’s your 
fantasy parent,” says Pinchot. 
“They have powers, they never get 
mad or smack you around.” Up- 
coming plots? “I only know about 
[one] episode, which is about build- 
ing cool soapbox-derby cars. | build 
this magical one to show them how 
wonderful a soapbox car can be 
from outer space, but then | say 
you can’t have that one. I’m not 
sure how that all works out, but | 
think | teach them some lesson...” 
Yawn. We think we’d rather watch 
Meego slap the kids around. 


BACK TO THE FUTURE In Visitor, Corbett’s long-lost pilot lands in ’97 


Baer 
i‘ Wi Jie 


i | SSERVICE= 


Sheik Featuring 
Breathing, more. 
00125 


4 ia Mundi) &@ 00281 
Sipe Greatest Hits 
00403 


Batman And Robin/Sdtrk. 
Smashing Pumpkins, Jewel, 


R.E.M., more. 


(Warner Bros.) 18600 


Batman Forever/Sdtrk. U2, 


Seal, Brandy, The Offspring, 
others. (Atlantic) 08915 


R.E.M.: Eponymous 

All their best ' 
(.R:SJMCA) 00701 
Fleetwood Mac: Greatest 
Hits (Warner Bros.) 00796 


Creedence Clearwater 


Music ‘Club 
iM) 03061 


John: Greatest Hits 
ydor) 03077 


MCA) iC 03085 


olice: Every Breath 
ike—The Classics 
03515 


Tere Ge Sop 
rom ihe innin 
(Warner Bros.) 03557 
The Planets 
onia Orch/John 
ardiner. (DG)Z 03835 


Dave Matthews Band: 
Crash (RCA) 12604 


The Best Of Shirley 
rary Ronenar 

(EMI) & 05014 
Janet Jackson; Design Of 
A Decade—1986/1 

(A&M) 05029 


Hootie & The Blowfish: 
Cracked Rear View 
{Atlantic) 05872 

Seal(i994) SS” 

(Warner Bros/Sire) 05907 
eanaraae Matthews See 
Under Ate Table And 
(RCA) 05998 

Blues Traveler: Four FO og 
(A&M) 06046 

The Notorious BIG: — 
Ready To Die 


(Bad Boy/Arista) _ # 06160 


(Atlantic) 06336 


The Best Of Sting of me 
1984-1994, 

Fields Of Gold 
(A&M) 06357 


ShaniaTwain: 
The Woman In Me 
(Mercury Nashville) 06935 


Collective Soul 

(Atlantic) 08133 
Lorrie Morgan: Greatest 
Hite: (GNA). <_eenezse 
Eric Clapton: 

The Cream Of 

(Polydor) 08241 
The Beach : 20 Good 
Vibrations—The Greatest 
Hits (Capitol) 08298 
Hank Williams: 

24 Greatest Hits 

(Mercury Nashville) 08654 
The Very Best Of Otis 
Redding (Rhino) 08756 
Hootie & The Blowfish: 
Fairweather Johnson 
(Atlantic) 


John Mellencamp: 
Mr. Happy Go Lucky 


(Mercury) 08837 
Jeff Foxworthy: 

Games Rednecks PI. 
(Warner Bros.) 

Natalie Merchant: Tigeriil 
(Elektra) ges 
Neil Young: Rust Never 
Sleeps (Reprise) 08957 


Club Cutz Includes the 
smash Macarena, lots more! 
(RCA) 10096 
Rod Stewart: 
Downtown Train 
(Warner Bros.) 


de Talk: Jesus Freak 

(ForeFron/Chordant) 10865 
a: The Memory Of 

ines (Reprise) w 10948 


10708 


RED CLASSICS 


Marvin Gaye: What's 
Going On (Motown) 04913 
Bad Company: Straight 
Shooter fA Atlantic) 05815 
AC/DC: Back in Black 
(Atco) ¥ 05828 
Yes: The Yes Album 
(Atlantic) 0: 
Elvis Costello: My Alm Is 
True (Rykodisc) 06951 
The Who: Live At Leeds 
(MCA) 08120 
Jimi Hendrix: Band Of 
Gypsys (Capitol) 08285 
Frank Zappa: Over-Nite 
Sensation (Rykodisc) 08635 
David Bowie: Ziggy 
Stardust (Aykodisc) 10803 
War: Cant We Be Friends? 
(Avenue 11159 
Foreigner: Double Vision 
(Atlantic) 11322 
Roberta Flack: Killing Me 
Softly (Atlantic) @ 11607 
Stephen Stills (Atlantic) 11792 
| Pete Townshend: Emp 
Glass (Atlantic) 11793 
4 ae Night Fever/Sdtrk. 
11927 


Elton John: locas 
Yellow Brick Road 
pana 11941 
Patti Smith: 

(Arista) @ 12744 
Aretha Franklin: | Never 


Loved A Man The Way I Love 
You (Rhino/Alantic) 13229 


(Threshold) 
The Moody Blues: 


A Question val Balance 
(Threshold) & 18707 


Eric Clapton: 461 Ocean 
Boulevard (Polydor) 15709 


Derek & The Dominos: 
Pos (original a 


Lynyrd S| ae 
Les Som 15972 


Jefferson Starship: Red 
Octopus (RCA) £& 16837 


Rush: Moving Pictures 
(Mercury) 1 


Allman Brothers Band: 
The Fillmore Concerts 
(Polydor) & 01159 


The Velvet Underground: 
Loaded (Fully Loaded 
Edition) (Rhino) 2% 16762 


No Doubt: Tragic Kini 
(Trauma) 

Melissa Etheridge: 

Your Little Secret 

(Island) 44111 
Kenny G: The Moment 
(Arista) 11252 
Clint Black: The Greatest 
Hits (RCA Nashville) 11380 


(1994) 

Dreamii 
# 06160 

Bon Jovi: Cross Road 
{Greatest Hits) 
(Mercury) 06183 06183 
Nat Nat“King’Cole: Cole: 
The Greatest Hits 
(Capitol) (06254 06254 
Jimmy Page & Robert Page & Robert 
Plant: No Quarter 
(Unledded) 


La Bouche: Sweet Dreams 
(RCA) 11471 
The Black Crowes: 

Shake Your Moneymaker 
(American) 11628 
Bryan White: Between 
Now And Forever 

(Asylum) 11860 
Stone Temple 
Pilots: 

Tiny Music... 
(Atiantic) 11924 


Village People, 
Cher, etc. 
(Casablanca) 12380 


The Verve Pipe: Villains 
Includes The Freshmen, lots 
more. (RCA) 12495 


Wag But The Girl: 


lounded 
Kirk Franklin =a 
Family: Whatcha Lookin’ 4 
(Gospo-Centric) ee 


Joe Jackson: Greate 


Hits (A&M) T2693 


(Capitol Nashville) 15819 


I: Here's Your 
rner Bros.) 12700 


Me And You NA) 12722 


Neal McCoy 
(Atlantic Nashville) 12802 


Star Trek Sound Effects 
(GNP Crescendo) 12960 
Trace Adkins: Dreamin’ Out 
Loud (Capitol Nashville) 13076 
100% Pure Dance Crystal 
Waters, Cathy Dennis, 
Donna Summer, more. 
(Mercury) 13098 
Keith Sweat (Elektra) 13308 
Paul Brandt: Calm Before 
The Storm (Reprise) 13367 


G Strait: Blue Clear 
Sky fica) 13547 


Jam/Sdirk. 
, Seal, Salt-N-Pepa, 
R. Koy more! (Sunset/ 
Wamer Bros.) 16087 
Kevin Sharp: Measure Of A 
Man With #1 hit Nobody 


Knows, more. (Asylum) 13550 


Vince Gill: High Lonesome 
Sound (MCA) 13623 
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Also available on cassette 


Aaliyah: One In A Million 
(Atlantic) 14272 
Local H: As Good As 

Dead (Island) # 14855 
Tammy Graham 

(Career) 14911 
Toni Braxton: Secrets 
(LaFace) 15718 
Mark Wills 
(Mercury Nashville) 


Trisha Yearwood: E\ 
Knows (MCA) 


15782 


15794 
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Matchbox 20; Yourself Or 
Someone Like You 
(Atlantic) 16207 


Better Than Ezra: Friction, 
Baby (Elektra) 15831 


BLACKstreet: Another 
Level (Interscope) 15839 


112 (Bad Boy/Arista) 15930 
The Best Of Huey Lewis & 
The News: Time Flies... 
(Elektra) 15933 
Pure Disco The Grease 
Megamix, plus Gloria 
Gaynor, ie ae? lots 
pees (Po! 


Red Hot & Rio 


The a. 
many Mm 

(Antilles) “16085 
Paula Cole: 
This Fire 


——. 


oy 


The Wallffowers: 
Bringing Down The Horse 
{interscope) 


13022 


Marilyn Manson: 
Antichrist Superstar 
(Interscope) 
Paco De Lucia, Al Di 
Meola, John McLaughlin: 
The Guitar Trio 
(Verve) 
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& 16124 


Wu-Tang Clan: 
Wu-Tang Forever 
(Loud Records) # 18415 


Wu-Tang Clan: Enter The | 
Wu-Tang (RCA) + 01613 


OMC: How Bizarre 
(Mercury) 16786 
Incognito: 

Beneath The Surface 
(Verve/Forecast) 


Whitney Houston: 
The Preacher's Wif 
(Arista) 16: 
Luscious Jackson: Fever In 
Fever Out (Capitol) 16247 
Romeo & Jullet/Sdtrk. 
Garbage, The Cardigans, 
Butthole Surfers, more. 
(Capitol) 16248 
amecy Byrd: Big Love — 
(MCA Nashville 1 
The Cardigans: 
First Band On The 
(Mercury) 
The Doors: Greatest 
Remastered, enhanced | 
(Elektra) 16 
Makaveli: The Don 
Killuminati—The 7 D 
Theory (Interscope)* 16376 
A Decetie Dt Shelia sy 
(MCA) £ 16379 


Platinum Count 


16175 


Terri Clark: Just The Same 
(Mercury Nashville) 16385 
George Winston: Linus & 
Lucy—The Music Of Vince 


Guaraldi 
(Dancing Cat) & 16472 


The Godfather/Sdtrk. 
Classic score by Nino Rota. 
(MCA) 16498 
Vanessa-Mae: The Classical 
Album Violinist’s classical 
debut. (Angel) 16524 
Mark Chesnutt: Greatest 
Hits (Decca/MCA) 16550 


Bush: Razorblade 
Suitcase (Trauma) 16559 


Work Out Over 60 minutes 
of continuously mixed dance 
music. (Atlantic) 16701 
Aretha Franklin: Love 
(Rhino) 16711 
James Galway & Phil 
Coulter: Legends Celtic 
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ICA Victor) 16826 
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This Featuring Valentine 


with Martina , 
(Windham Hill) 1 
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RUSH ime these 5 hits now 
(indicate by number): 


A 2-0 set (*2) counts os 2 selections. 


Changing Faces: 
All Day, All Night 
eee o 


tantic) 18397 
Greatest Hits 

(Capitol) 18087 
seri 


Nuyorican Soul 
Scrat fusion 


| Se hin 


MacarenaMix. 
(BMG tain 18195 


Jon Secada: 
(SBK) 18213 


B Call/Sdtrk. R. Kelly, 
BWV 00 Short & Lif ker 
more. (Jive) # 18220 
Frank Sinatra With The 
Red Noi ava eee Live In 
Australia 


eu Nore Note) & 18242 


Send my selections on (check one only): {_] CDs ) Cassettes 


I've checked the one music category | like best (but | can change my mind at any time). 


1. LIGHT SOUNDS Natalie Cole, Frank Sinatra 
2.73) COUNTRY Shania Twain, George Strait 
3. HARD ROCK Van Halen, The Block Crowes 
4.2 ROCK/PO! on 4 Hootie & The Blowfish 
5.7 CLASSICAL Domingo, Anonymous 4 
6.7) JAZZ David Sanborn, Miles Davis 

7.2 METAL AC/DC, Pantera 


OM. 
0 Mrs. 
CMs. (PLEASE PRINT) First Name 


Initial 
Address 
Giy State 
( ) 


Sweet Pie 
(Mercury) 18340 


(Phitips) 


The Taliesin Orchestra: 

Orinoco Flow— 

The Music Of Enya 

(Intersound) & 18412 

KRS-ONE: | Got Next 

(Jive) 18413 
..And Then There Was 

Bass Earth: Lil mixes! 

B-Rock & The Bizz, 


69 Boyz, mor 
(LaFace) # 18414 


Symphonic Rock—The 
British Invasion Beaties to 
Bowie. LSO. (Telarc) 18437 


Yanni: Port Of Myste 
(Windham Hill) s Yeaao 


Madeleine Peyroux: 
Dreamland 

(Atlantic) 18442 
The Simpsons: Songs In 
The Key OF Springteld» 


Grusin: Two fei 


Jewel: Pieces Of You 
(Atlantic) + 03972 


Kerouac—Kicks Joy 
Darkness A tribute in words 
and music w/Stipe, Vedder, 
many more. 

(Bykodisc) & 18566 


Sounds Of Blackness: Time 
For Healing (A&M) 18572 
eae 3 20/20 

( a 18610 
re bc lasat| 
(Warner Bros.) 1861 
Cinderella: Once Upon A... 
Greatest Hi 

(Mercury) 18671 


8. C1 R&B Boyz Il Men, Toni Braxton 


or 


9. 


ALTERNATIVE The Cranberries, The Cure 


10. © RAP 2Pac, Dr. Dre 

Le CIDANCE Ace OF Base, La Bouche 

12. I CHRISTIAN Twila Paris, Steven Curtis 

14. 3 GOSPEL Kirk Franklin, Mississippi Mass Choir 
15. CO CHRISTIAN ROCK de Talk, Jars Of Gay 
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Tp 
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20258 
Ambrosia: 
Anthology 
(Warner Bros.)  % 18614 
The Big Picture 
Cincinnati Pops 
Orchestra/Kunzel. 


Sublime: 40 Oz. To 
Freedom (Gasoline 
Alley/MCA) + 18901 


(McA) 4877 
sy rove: Habana 
ews iy “ee 


Ses Soar Inn: 
(CMC international) 1 Te82t 


John Entwistle: 

In Concert— 

King Biscult Flower Hour 
(King Biscuit) 18829 


Kevin Sha Randy Travis, 
. Randy Tras 
While, more. ; 


18862 
Cool For August: 
Grand World Don't Wanna 
Be Here, more. 
(Warner Bros.) 18919 
Lonestar: Crazy Nights 
(BNA) 18931 
Olga Tafién: 

Contigo 
(WEA Latina) 18994 
: Return To Paradise 
( International) 18405 
ABBA: Gold— 
Greatest Hits 
(Polydor) 20679 
les: Hits 

1971-1975 
(spun) __ ata 
James Taylor: Greatest 
Hits (Reprise) 23790 
Reba McEntire: 
Greatest Hits, Volume 2 
(MCA) 25466 


The Steve Miller Band: 


(Capitol) 33199 
So Far So Good 
(A&M) 34771 
eee 
( ie 35061 


CHOOSE YOUR HJ'T'S! SEND NO MONEY NOW. 


YES! 77 like to j join BMG. Please send my 5 FREE selections now. | will then buy 1 selection at the regular Club price and choose 5 more aides FREE. 
That’s 11 for the price of 1, with nothing more to buy, ever! Shipping and handling will be added to each selection. 
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And the deals just 
keep on coming! 


Have tye 54 
anything else 
mail in the ce 
Cl 6 months 
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Bob Carlisle: Butterfly 

Kisses (Jive) 1886. 3 
Bob Carlisle: Collection 
(Sparrow) 18965 


jimmy Butte Songs You 
Hit(s) (MCA) $ 42157 
U2: The Joshua Tree 
(island) 53501 


The night 

(W. Bros)  ¢ 59687 20081 
Parliament: Tear The Rae 
Off (1974-1980) 

(Mercury) 

Elvis Presley: The Top e 
Hits (RCA) & 4301) ‘ 
Madonna: The Immaculate 
Collection (Sire) 54164 
Grover Washington Jr.: 
Winelight 

(Elektra) & 03606 
Black Sabbath: P ( 
(Warner Bros.) 

Pat Benatar: 
Heartbreaker— 

16 Classic Perfo 

(Chrysalis) 

The Jackson 5: 

The ee Cotecticg 


God's Property From 
Kirk Franklin's Nu Nation; 
(B-Rite) 


Cline: 12 Greatest 
fits (ick) 3048 


Miles Davis: 


Frank Sinatra: All The 
Best (Capitol)  % 05012 


Musiguarum His oa rains SSoihae UREA 

us! lethro Tull: Aqual 
mis (Motown) Se ait7 * ean (Chrysalis) a 
Sr All Eyez On Me 

Death 

Interscope) tr 13011 


Dean Martin: The 
Years (Capi) 1072 


James Brown: 

40th 

(Polydor) 

Evita/Sdtrk. 

(Warner 
Hepa 

hen Victor) 


Collection 
Ze 16109 


16331 


Pick BuyiatClub Gets That's 
FREE price within more for the 


selections a year FREE price of 1 


NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER! 
A shipping and handling charge will be added to each selection. 

A Great Deal. Enjoy terrific savings, free music and more! 

You'll start with 5 FREE CDs or cassettes now, and pick the 

rest later from over 10,000 titles. You'll get a total of 11 

for the price of 1—and no more commitments, ever! 


10-Day, Risk-Free Listening. Preview your FREE selections 
and the terms of Club membership for 10 days. If you're 
not completely satisfied, return your free selections at our 
expense. There's no obligation. 


Thousands Of Selections. As a new member, about every 
three weeks (20 times a year), you'll get a new issue of 
your FREE Club magazine. There you'll get to choose from 
thousands of selections—everything from classic hits to 
the hottest superstars—along with music news and 
recommendations from our editors. 


The Choice ts Always Yours. In your exclusive Club 
magazine, you'll always find a Featured Selection just for you. 
If you want it, don't do a thing; you'll receive it automatically. 
If you don’t want it, return the Music Selection Card by the 
date specified. You'll always have 10 days to decide. If you | 
have less time and receive an unwanted Featured Selection, | 
return it at our expense and we will credit your account. You 
may cancel your membership at any time, once you've | 
purchased your one regular-Club-price selection (CDs: 
$14.98 to $16.98; cassettes: $9.98 to $11.98). 


Save Now, Save Later. Start saving with our outstanding 
introductory offer; keep saving the longer you're a member 
with discounts up to 70%, clearance CDs as low as 
$2.99, and the chance to get even more FREE selections. 
At BMG you'll always get the best value. 


Reply card missing? Please write to: 
BMG Music Service, PO Box 91001, 
Indianapolis, IN 46291-0002 


# Parental Advisory—Contains explicit lyrics 
and/or artwork. 
wr 2-CD set (counts as 2 selections). 
¢ Not available on cassette. 
. A 


Dog and Horn are trademarks of 
General Electric Company, USA 

The BMG logo is a trademark of 
BMG Music, 6550 E. 30th Street, 
Indianapalis IN 46219-1194 

997 BMG Direct 


BOTTOM LINE: Lipnicki’s still 
darn cute, and it sure beats Boy 
Meets World. 


YOU WISH 
ABC, 9-9:30 p.m. 
Starts Sept, 26 


CONCEPT: A male wish-granting 
genie (John Ales) comes to live with 
asingle-mom family. You Dream of 
Jeannie? 

THE SCOOP: Ales, who looks like a 
slacker Frank Zappa (“ABC has told 
me | can’t cut my hair and | can’t 
shave”), seems like the kind of guy 
who’s been told one too many times 
that he’s funniest when he’s wacky, 
so he does a lot of Robin Williams-y 
voices and impersonations. “I have 
a good time with improvisation,” 
says Ales. “I can be pretty wild, and 
we usually have to calm things down. 
Because when [the producers] say, 
“Turn it up!’ | do.” Having seen the 
pilot, we say, “Turn it down!” 
BOTTOM LINE: Our wish: That this 
annoying tripe goes off the air ASAP. 


TEEN ANGEL 
ABC, 9:30-10 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 26 


CONCEPT: A dead teenager (Mike 
Damus) comes back to help his best 
bud; The Brady Bunch’s Maureen 
McCormick plays the clueless mom. 
THE SCOOP: Marcia Brady as a 
parent? “I play the divorced mother 
of a 15-year-old boy and an 8- 
year-old girl,” confirms McCor- 
mick. “In the pilot, my son’s best 
friend eats a hamburger that’s six 
months old, dies, and becomes our 
guardian angel.” Hey, the first TV 
show built around £. coli bacteria! 
As we write, though, they’ve recast 
the best bud and are reshooting the 
pilot—not a good sign. 

BOTTOM LINE: Don’t write this 
off: Damus is a funny kid, and the 
show is produced by Simpsons vets 
Al Jean and Mike Reiss. 


FROM GEEK TO CHIC Matters’ White (center) rethinks his wardrobe 
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RETURNING 


SABRINA, THE 


TEENAGE WITCH 


In the second season premiere, 


Sabrina (Melissa Joan Hart) turns 
17—guess they’ll have to change 
the title soon—and finds out she 
needs a license to be a witch (bu- 
reaucracy apparently extends 
even into the magical realm). Alimi 
Ballard (late of Arsenio) appears 
as the Quizmaster, who tests Sa- 
brina’s witchcraft skills. Is Sabri- 
na scared about competition from 
former TGIF comrade Family Mat- 
ters? Nope. Declares coexec pro- 
ducer Holly Hester, “We’re going 
to kick Urkel’s butt!” (Sept. 26) 
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FAMILY MATTERS 


Say it ain’t so! For his Eye network 
debut, ultra-nerd Steve Urkel 
(Jaleel White) is getting...a 
makeover. “We’re talking to top- 
name designers right now—[Tom- 
my] Hilfiger types,” confirms 


White. Adds exec producer Michael 
Warren: “We’re probably going to 
lose the high-water pants. We may 
lose the suspenders.” Is nothing 
sacred? “The glasses are going to 
stay,” says Warren. Phew. (Sept. 19) 


MILLENNIUM 


“We’re going to be more like The 
X-Files,” says new executive pro- 
ducer (and X vet) James Wong. 
Adds partner Glen Morgan, “We 
thought the show was desperately 
in need of some humor.” No kid- 
ding. Along those lines, Morgan has 
enlisted his brother Darin to revive 
Jose Chung (Charles Nelson Reilly), 
the Truman Capote-esque writer 
he created in a 1996 X-Files epi- 
sode. Chung gets death threats af- 
ter penning a Satanic Verses-like 
book, so ex—FBI agent Frank Black 
(Lance Henriksen) comes to his as- 
sistance. Such religious themes will 
permeate the show’s second sea- 
son, as we learn that the Millenni- 
um Group has been around since 
the death of Christ, and Black 
moves from tracking serial killers 
to dealing with devils and angels. 
Still, assures Wong, “This isn’t go- 
ing to be Touched by an Angel by 
any stretch.” Okay, how about 
Touched by a Devil? (Sept. 19) 


NASH BRIDGES 


“Nash was never meant to be a 
cop show,” says star/exec pro- 
ducer Don Johnson. “That’s just a 


MULL-ING THINGS OVER Martin (center) is Sabrina’s new principal 
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MARYLAND CRABS The dour Homicide squad reshuffles its lineup 


gy) ANY’S THE SITCOM 
character we’ve 
"wished dead. This 
season, a bunch of them actually 
are. Herewith, a guide to this bur- 
geoning trend of dead men (and 
women) walking. 


CHARACTER: Jennie Malloy 
(Stephanie Hodge), the long- 
suffering wife on The WB’s Un- 
happily Ever After 

DIES BY: A tragic tanning- 

bed accident. 

COMES BACK: As a “vain, sexy 
ghost,” says exec producer Marcy 
Vosburgh. “She wears flowing 
white with a lot of cleavage.” 


SRBC EST e MC AER on ofc cs 


TIDBIT: The producers came up 
with the ghost plotline as a way for 
Hodge, who recently had a 

baby, to cut back on her hours. 
(She'll be haunting only about 

half the episodes.) 


CHARACTER: Marty (Mike Damus) 
on ABC’s Teen Angel 

DIES BY: Eating tainted meat. 
COMES BACK: Asa slightly inept 
angel with retractable wings. 

“I can fly but not very well,” 
says Damus. 

TIDBIT: The deadly burger is 
found in a Pocahontas wrapper. 
Disney-owned ABC loves that 
synergy! 


159) Sit 


NOASYH SEUHD 


cover.” Gosh, coulda fooled us. 
The show’s third season will em- 
phasize the comedy, as partner 
Joe (Cheech Marin) learns the 
joys and terrors of new father- 
hood. “We’re [featuring] a lot of 
Don-Cheech baby humor,” says 
executive producer Carlton Cuse. 
“It’s cheap, but it’s funny.” Light- 
hearted guest stars include Penny 
Marshall as a New York cop and 
Willie Nelson as an ex-con. Pro- 
ducers promise a Willie-Don duet. 
May we request “To All the Girls 
We’ve Loved Before”? (Sept. 719) 


HOMICIDE: LIFE ON 
THE STREET 


With Melissa Leo and Max Perlich 
having left the show, the Balti- 
more cops will play musical part- 
ners. Sardonic Munch (Richard 
Belzer) will team up with hothead- 


CHARACTER: Guy Hathaway 
(George Hamilton), the father 
on NBC’s Jenny \ 
DIES BY: Mysterious circum- \ 
stances while filming a movie 
in Honduras. (Not in a tan- 
ning-bed accident, curiously 
enough.) 

COMES BACK: Through 
videotaped messages and his 
cheesy B movies. 

TIDBIT: Don’t be surprised if he 
comes back to life. “My take on 
this guy is that he could purposely 
fake his own death because he 
wants to be like Elvis,” says 
Hamilton. “He wants to be a leg- 
end.” —A.J. Jacobs 
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ed Kellerman (Reed Diamond) be- 
cause “that Jewish-Aryan match 
seemed to make some bizarre 
sense,” says executive producer 
Tom Fontana. Kellerman’s booze- 
soaked affair with coroner Cox 
(Michelle Forbes) will remain on 
the rocks—‘“the rocks being ice 
cubes,” says Fontana—and Pem- 
bleton (Andre Braugher) will 
struggle to keep his promise to his 
estranged, pregnant wife (Ami 
Brabson, Braugher’s real-life 
spouse) that he’ll work less. 
Braugher has said this will be his 
last season on the show. “Oh, he 
says that every year,” laughs 
Fontana. “As long as we keep 
challenging him, he’ll stick 
around.” And if he doesn’t? Pro- 
claims Fontana, “As my hero, 
[Law & Order executive produc- 
er] Dick Wolf, once said, ‘There 
are no actors who can’t be re- 
placed.’” (Oct. 17) 
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“| dont know how 
women can resist my 


— charm.” 


‘ 


“But they 


a do.” 


M & © Warner Bros. 199 


OXX 


\ 7 Show \\y 
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DON’T TELL DYLAN MCDERMOTT 
that “TV is good.” ABC—the network 
that coined the slogan—has shifted his 
acclaimed legal drama, The Practice, to 
the deathly slot of Saturdays at 10 p.m. 
after a six-week run in NYPD Blue’s 
cushy Tuesday berth last season, and 
the actor who stars as Boston attorney 
Bobby Donnell is shouting “Objection!” 
m “My anger really hasn’t subsided,” 
says McDermott, seething in his trailer 
on The Practice’s L.A. set in July. “I 
think it sucks. If you asked me last year, 
‘What’s your biggest fear, Dylan?’ I 
would’ve said, ‘Saturdays at 10.’” = Ex- 


ecutive producer David E. Kelley (Pick- 


STEsP ie MUBWE. Res tue je pio aSier, 


Struggling Boston defense lawyer McDermott, center, 


tries to court favor with attractive new costar Boyle (as 


THE PRACTICE an assistant district attorney) while taking on more 
ABG, 10-11 PM 
STARTS SEPT, 20 sensational cases with original cast member Harris 


et Fences, Chicago Hope) went through his own anger stage when 
he heard about the show’s new home back in May. “We were led to 
believe we’d be elsewhere,” he sighs, adding that ABC had men- 
tioned Tuesday, Wednesday, and Sunday nights as possibilities. 
“There were extenuating circumstances” with the other nights, 


offers ABC drama series VP Steve Tao. (Translation: ABC 


Is ABC committing a 
crime by moving The Practice, 
one of TV’s best dramas, 
to one of its worst nights? 
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didn’t want to scrap its 
Sunday movie or move 
NYPD Blue or Prime- 
Time Live.) Kelley briefly 
considered quitting the se- 
ries, but ultimately decid- 
ed to stay on: “It wouldn’t 
have been fair to the cast. 
They’re stuck with the 
Saturday slot, and I’m the 
one who brought them in.” 

So what’s so bad about 
Saturday night? For one 
thing, “the urban audi- 
ence, historically, is not 
home,” Kelley points out. 
For another, Chuck Nor- 
ris’ CBS maul-apalooza, 
Walker, Texas Ranger, 
owns the time slot. “On 
Saturday nights, people 
want escapist entertain- 
ment,” concedes Kelley, 
who says he’s never seen 
Walker. “Someone with a 
huge veal Parmesan in 
their stomach who flops down on the couch may just say: | 
‘Show me somebody dead. Don’t bore me with a lot of pro- 


” 


cedural motions.”’ 

So far, Kelley and McDermott’s worst fears about Sat- 
urdays have been realized: Since returning in reruns in 
July on that night, The Practice has ranked near the bot- 
tom of Nielsen’s weekly list. “I was looking for it [in the 
ratings] and couldn't find it,” says McDermott, “so I started 
from 100 backwards.” At least he can take heart in ABC’s 
apparent commitment: The network has ordered 22 addi- 
tional episodes—a full season’s worth. 


To attract new viewers, Kelley is sexing the show up a 


bit: tackling more sensational cases (a gay murder, a physi- 
cian-assisted suicide) and adding Twin Peaks’ sultry Lara 
Flynn Boyle to the cast as an assistant DA who becomes a 


NBC 


Dr. Quinn, The Pretender 


Medicine Woman 


Total Security Sleepwalkers 


The Practice Profiler 


Walker, Texas Ranger 


1997 


BARFLIES Practice’s Michael Badalucco, LisaGay Hamilton, Kelli Williams, and Manheim, with McDermott 


love interest for McDermott’s Donnell. But “sexy can mean 
a lot of things,” Boyle notes. “How we’re portraying sexy is 
with a lot of brains. The TV stereotype of sexy—the big 
push-up bras—there’s no place for that on The Practice.” 
Those who already like the show appreciate the refresh- 
ingly non-glam supporting cast—including Camryn Man- 
heim’s Ellenor Frutt (she’s the rarest of prime-time figures, a 
heavyset woman who's not played for laughs). And there'll be 
lots more of breakout star Steve Harris’ street-style private 
eye-turned-lawyer Eugene Young. “I’m inclined to write sto- 
ries for him because he’s so much fun to watch, and he’s got 
such power,” Kelley says of the burly, brazen actor. Harris 
isn’t taking all this acclaim too seriously. “It won’t affect my 
work,” he says, wearing dark shades and digging into a bowl 
of grits before the day’s shooting begins. “I don’t believe in 
big heads—plus I’ve got a mama 
who'll put that in place for me.” 
Whether The Practice finds its 
place on Saturdays remains to be 
seen. “I’m not quite sure of its 
fate, but I feel like it’s on the 
precipice,” says McDermott. “If it 


America’s Most Wanted: were a lesser show, I'd be like, ‘All 


America Fights Back right, I get it.’ But when you have 
a show of this quality, it’s a no- 
Local Programming brainer.” No-brainers—sounds 


like a good description of some 
network execs. —Bruce Fretts 
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From Hollywood to Main Street, 

it’s being heralded as the 

beginning of a home entertainment 
revolution. It’s called DVD Video. With 

a digital picture that’s better than laser disc, 


and state-of-the-art digital audio, DVD is destined to change your 
home into a, well, you get the picture. Now movies meet the digital 
age. And Philips Magnavox is there to help make the introductions. 


DYD DVD Video from Philips Magnavox. 
Technology for the heart, the spirit and the imagination. 
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C-16 
ABC, 8-9 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 27 


CONCEPT: Super-aggressive FBI 
division headed up by a good- 
hearted hotdogger played by a 
bearded Eric Roberts. 

THE SCOOP: Despite the presence 
of the often over-the-top Roberts, 
C-16 intends to be briskly realistic. 
“It’s kind of a look behind the cur- 
tain,” says exec producer Michael 
Duggan. “It’s like you were riding 
around in someone’s shirt pocket, 
being a voyeur; what would that be 
like? That’s the overall goal of the 
show.” Roberts says he spent “a lot 
of time” at an FBI bureau to re- 
search his role. What'd he learn? 
“If you’re a great detective, you are 
a completely open-minded sponge.” 
BOTTOM LINE: A 10 p.m. show 
in an 8 p.m. time slot, starring 
an actor known for playing nutjobs 


ERIC THE FED €-76’s Roberts rules the bureau with Morris Chestnut 


as the stalwart hero? Hey, we liked 
the first episode—crisp and in- 
volving. But we also think next- 
door network neighbor Dr. Quinn's 
Jane Seymour can start adding 
that new wing to her house right 
about now. 


TOTAL SECURITY 
ABC, 9-10 p.m. 
Starts Sept. 27 


CONCEPT: The inner workings of a 
Los Angeles private security firm, 
courtesy of Steven Bochco’s pro- 
duction company. Haven’t you al- 
ways wanted to see an alarm sys- 
tem being installed? 


THE SCOOP: James Remar (the vil- 


lain in 48 HRS.) plays the straight- 
edge head of the business; James 
Belushi is one of his investigators, 
an outta-control wack job. Says the 
Beloosh: “It’s really good chemistry 
here. My job is to bust [his chops] 


and have fun, and [Remar’s] job is | 
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THE JAMES GANG Remar and Belushi surveil L.A. in Total Security 


to try to keep the story lines 
straight. | just try to confuse him.” 
BOTTOM LINE: The pilot lurched 
awkwardly between broad comedy 
and quiet drama, giving credence to 
the rumor that Bochco is just burn- 
ing off his ABC contract with this 
one. Certainly he’ll have little time 
for quality-controlling Security 
while his higher-profile Brooklyn 
South is on CBS, Bochco’s new base 
of operations. 


SLEEPWALKERS 
NBC, 9-10 p.m. 
Starts Nov. 1 


CONCEPT: The Morpheus Institute 
enters people’s dreams and helps 
them out of unconscious danger. 
This show needs SCTV’s Count 
Floyd to intro it: “Oooh, searrrrry, 
boys and girls!” 


ENTERTAINMENT 


THE SCOOP: The new addition to 
NBC’s “Thrillogy” stars Bruce 
Greenwood from the under-viewed 
Nowhere Man; a costar is Abraham 
Benrubi, burly admissions clerk Jer- 
ry from ER. Benrubi takes a rather 
Jungian approach to the show’s ap- 
peal: “People are going to recognize 
symbolism and images from their 
own dreams in the dreams we ex- 
plore on the show.... In one of the 
plotlines, my character goes into the 
dreams of a famous writer and we 
encounter some of the monsters 
he’s created in his fiction. I’m look- 
ing forward to that.” Whatja say, 
Abraham? Sorry, we dozed off there 
for a second... 

BOTTOM LINE: Hard to imagine 
people tuning in to this one-note X- 
Files rip-off. But then, we thought 
the same thing about The Pretender 
and Profiler. 
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DR. QUINN, 
MEDICINE WOMAN 
CBS, 8-9 p.m. 


U Andrea Parker chases Wei 


Bye 
be : 


RETURN 


Marital bliss can kill ratings—re- 


member Lois & Clark?—so cre- 
ator Beth Sullivan is throwing new 
obstacles into the path of Dr. Mike 


(Jane Seymour) and her out- | 


doorsy hubby, Sully (Joe Lando). 
Sully is suspected of having com- 
mitted felony treason in last sea- 
son’s finale (only for the noblest 
of reasons, of course), so now 
he’s in hiding. “It’s hard to get 
together—they have these ren- 
dezvous,” says Sullivan. “It’s 
brought a lot of the romance and 
tension back into the relation- 
ship.” Meanwhile, the doc has 
medical crises to handle, like a 
diphtheria epidemic in November. 
How convenient—just in time for 
sweeps. (Sept. 27) 
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THE PRETENDER 


NBC, 8-9 p.m. 


In its new, earlier time slot, 
“there’s going to be a lot of nudity, 


a lot of random sexual acts,” jokes | 


iss’ Pretender as part of NBC’s “Thrillogy” 
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advance and do good deeds based on 


what he reads—but he’ll also have 
a job. “Last year, people questioned 
where Gary made his money,” says 


Chandler. “This year it'll be obvi- | 


ous.” Gary and his stockbroker pal, 
Chuck (Fisher Stevens), take over 


| McGinty’s bar, and Gary will live in 


the apartment above it. One thing he 
won’t lose, though, is his pet cat, 
Carl. “He is the show,” Chandler 


| says. “It should be called Look What 


star Michael T. Weiss. Not really. | 


Weiss’ chameleonlike Jarod will 
pose as an anatomy professor, a 
thief, a fashion photographer, and a 
Beverly Hills plastic surgeon (like 
they need another one). “I’d like to 
explore the subtler professions, not 


necessarily the doctor, the lawyer, | 
or the fire chief,” says Weiss. | 
“Maybe like a gang member or an | 
underworld drug lord.” Yeah, | 


sounds real subtle. (Nov. 7) 


EARLY EDITION 
CBS, 9-10 p.m. 


Kyle Chandler’s Gary will still mys- 


| teriously get the newspaper a day in 


1.9.97 


| 
| 
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| the Cat Dragged In.” (Sept. 27) 


PROFILER 
NBC, 10-11 p.m. 


In last season’s finale, federal 
agent Sam (Ally Walker) ac- 


cidentally killed a woman while be- 
ing held hostage by her nemesis, 
Jack. And he won’t let her forget it. 
“That’s another way he can stalk 
and torture Sam,” says Walker. 
Other than that, the show is “what 
we did last year, trying to find the 
most intriguing killers,” says Walk- 
er. Well, hopefully it’ll be a bit more 
than that. “They’ll have to get more 
into the characters, because if we 
keep doing the serial killer of the 
week, you’re going to get very 
bored,” admits Walker. Tell us 
about it. (Nov. 1) 


WALKER, TEXAS 
RANGER 
CBS, 10-11 p.m. 


“What we’re trying to do is keep 
the action but make it more of a 
family show,” says executive pro- 
ducer Aaron Norris (Chuck’s broth- 
er). Thus, we'll see lawman Walker 
help a homeless man (Rocky vet 
Burt Young), a pro wrestler with an 
aneurysm (the producers hope to 
land Hulk Hogan for the part), and 
a little boy who contracted AIDS 
from his drug-addicted mother 
(Mackenzie Phillips). “It’s a differ- 


| ent Wa/ker than anyone’s ever 


seen—it’s a real tearjerker,” says 
Aaron. “There’s two words | want 
to put together—that’s Walker and 
Emmy.” Okay, how about this: 
Walker will never win an Emmy. 
(Sept. 27) 


RANGER ROVER Norris time-travels in a future Walker episode 


Void Where Inhibited. 
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Faster. 


If you're trying to seize the day, having a computer helps. And if that com- 
puter is equipped with a US. Robotics 56K’ modem with x2™ technology, you 
can do it even faster than before. 

With live service from more than 850 Internet service providers around the 
world, x2 technology lets you download today's graphic-rich Web pages and real- 
time video and audio at incredible speeds’ — so you can finally unlock the true 
power of the Internet. And it even comes with a guarantee of a free upgrade to 
meet the international 56K standard after it's approved (expected in 1998). 

For more information, visit 1-800-525-USR1 or visit our 
Web site at http://x2.usr.com/connectnow to find an ISP 
near you that offers live x2 service today. 

Seize x2. Seize the day. 
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” (It Roboties 
$50 THE WORLD'S #1 SELLING 56K MODEM 
(Us) 


cash back 


with mail-in rebate 
when you buy any 
Sportster® or Courier™ 
56K modem 
through 10/4/97. 


US. Robotics. From the leader in networking. Bonn 


$50 rebate offer replaces previous free month of ISP service (up to $25 US) for US. Robotics desktop modems only. 

Original free month of ISP service offer still applies to Megahertz S6K PC Card modems, models XJ1560, es XJ5560 and CC5560 through 9/15/97. 

1. All 2 products ane capable of S6 Kbps downloads; however, due to FCC rules which restrict power output of service providers’ modems, current download speeds are limited to 53 Kbps. 
Actual speeds may vary depending on line conditions. Uploads from end users to providers travel at speeds up 

2. An x2 modem, a local analog phone line compatible with x2 technology and an Internet provider with 

©1997 3Com Corporation or its subsidiaries. All rights reserved. 3Com, the 3Com logo, US. Robotics, the USRobotics | 

and Couner are trademarks of 3Com Corporation or its subsidaries. Product specifications subject to change without notice. 8.27.97 #4022 
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KINGSTON, DEALO: SVEN ARNSTEIN 


Rebecca did it on Cheers. B.J. did it on M*A*S*H. Darrin sort of did it on Bewitched. And, hell, everyone’s done it 


WHO AND WHERE 


ALEX KINGSTON—British thespian 
(Masterpiece Theatre’s Moll 
Flanders) and soon-to-be ex-wife 
of Ralph Fiennes—scrubs in on ER. 


| After being introduced as Dr. Anna 


Del Amico last season, MARIA 


H BELLO, star of Mr. & Mrs. Smith, 


will join ER’s staff permanently. 


MARTIN MULL, Roseanne’s 
gay nemesis on her defunct 
series, joins SABRINA as Vice 
Principal Kraft. 


HILARY SWANK, best known for 
her fancy footwork in The Next 
Karate Kid, joins BEVERLY HILLS, 
90210 as Carly Reynolds. 


Former Miller beer hunk VINCENT 
YOUNG moves into the 90210 zip 
code as Noah Hunter. 


Daytime soap star (Loving) 
LINDEN ASHBY joins prime-time 
sudser MELROSE PLACE as Dr. 
Allan “Coop” Cooper. 


Savannah sexpot JAMIE LUNER 
drops the accent to become 
MELROSE?’s Lexi Sterling, recently 
divorced wife of Coop (see above). 


J CALLIE THORNE (Turbulence) 


joins the HOMICIDE team as Laura 
Ballard, a detective transferred 
from Seattle. 


Selena and Oz star JON SEDA 
commits to HOMICIDE as 

Paul Falsone, introduced in 
last season’s finale. 


| MATTHEW (younger brother of 


Joey) LAWRENCE brings his 
excellent fraternal genes to BOY 


| MEETS WORLD as Jack. 


Stand-up/author/wicked witch/ 
future talk-show hostess ROSEANNE 
gets to play a real alien on SRD 
ROCK FROM THE SUN. 


JOB DESCRIPTION 


As new surgical resident Dr. Elizabeth 
Corday, she’ll spar with Eriq La Salle’s 
Dr. Benton (doesn’t everyone?). 


The latest emergency-room resident 
will work most closely with Dr. Carter 
(Noah Wyle). 


When not puzzling out what’s so strange 
about Sabrina (Melissa Joan Hart), 
he’ll be pining for Aunt Hilda (Caroline 
Rhea), who, alas, sees no magic in him. 


Single mom Carly will bewitch Steve 
(lan Ziering), while no doubt serving as 
a warning to virgin-no-more Donna 
(Tori Spelling) about premarital sex. 


Valerie’s (Tiffani-Amber Thiessen) new 
boy toy will live on the Martins’ 
yacht—and fill the elusive-guy void 
left by Dylan McKay’s (Luke Perry) exit. 


Upset by Kimberly’s death, he moves to 
L.A. to torment Michael (Thomas Cala- 
bro). Despite living in Matt’s old pad, 
producers vow Coop’ll have a sex life. 


After suffering from a divorce-induced 
nervous breakdown, a vengeful Lexi 
tracks down her ex in L.A., and, of 
course, ends up never leaving town. 


The department’s new hotshot cop will 
prove to be yet another irritation for 
Frank Pembleton (Andre Braugher). 


He’ll be partnered with Meldrick Lewis 
(Clark Johnson) but end up clashing 
with equally hotheaded Kellerman 
(Reed Diamond). 


He’ll move into an apartment with 
long-lost brother Shawn (Rider 
Strong), where the two will try to 
relate as roommates and brothers. 


She comes to earth to marry Dick, 
causing problems for the clan (except 
for Sally, who convinces her doing dishes 
is the highest honor for earth women). 


on Law & Order. We’re talking fresh faces injecting new life into old shows. Here’s a few of this year’s bumper crop. —Jessica Shaw 


THE LOWDOWN 


“She enjoys good, healthy competition,” 
says executive producer Lydia Woodward. 
“But it won’t be bitter or hostile between 
her and Benton. It will be much more fun.” 


“Carter and Del Amico will bond pretty quickly 
and easily,” says Woodward. But, she adds, 
watch out for “disagreements later.” 


“We felt we needed more male presence,” 
says executive producer Paula Hart. 

“And Martin’s the funniest man walking 
the face of the earth.” 


“1 don’t know her too well yet,” says costar 
and executive producer Jason Priestley. 
“But judging from her movie, I’m sure 
she'll kick butt.” 


“It’s going to take us a while to figure out 
what Noah’s deal is,” says Priestley. “He’s 
sort of our international man of mystery.” 


“He’s more moral and a better physician than 
Michael or Peter,” says exec producer Frank 
South. “We had to do something, or the AMA was 
going to attack us for defamation of doctors.” 


“Lexi gets upset by things, but she doesn’t 
have a screw loose,” says South. “She’s not 
a character you’re going to see go off the 
deep end.” Give her a few episodes. 


“We want her to be in one of those old-style 
Homicide partner relationships with [fellow new 
detective] Stuart Gharty (Peter Gerety),” says 
supervising producer Julie Martin. 


“His motto is sort of act first, think later,” 
says Martin. “Let’s just say he’s a little bit 
rougher around the edges.” 


“When a series reaches middle age, it needs to 
be taken apart,” says exec producer Michael 
Jacobs. “Matthew is a little older [17], so we’re 
going to move into that demographic as well.” 


“When Dick tells her love is not an assignment, 
she says, ‘What a lousy way to run a planet,’” 
says exec producer Bonnie Turner. “We've def- 
initely left the door open for her to return.” 
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lt happens to everyone. Sooner 
® or later your sedan gene kicks in. 
— The words “sports car”are 
erased from your mental hard drive and 
replaced with “four door sedan.’ This is usually 
followed by a cold sweat. 

Is there life after four doors? There is ina 
Volkswagen Jetta GLX. Its 172 hp VR6 engine 
can take you from 0-60 in about 7seconds. 

It's German engineered so it handles like 
nothing you’ve ever driven before. 

And those 4 doors? Well, life’s a lot more 
fun when you bring some friends along. 

On the road of life there are passengers 
and there are drivers. 
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Trick or Treat? 


Michael Douglas tries to stay one step ahead of The Game, David 
Fincher’s engrossing hall-of-mirrors thriller. by Owen Gleiberman 


The Game (PolyGram) 
is an intensely exciting 
puzzle-gimmick thriller, 
the kind of movie that 
lets you know from the 
start that it’s slyly 
aware of its own ab- 
surdity (which is why it can 
then get away with it). In San 
Francisco, Nicholas Van Or- 
ton (Michael Douglas), a 
wealthy investment banker, 
sits sipping whiskey and star- 
ing gloomily at CNN in his 


The Game 


STARRING 
Michael 
Douglas 
Sean Penn 
RATED R 
128 MINUTES 


huge, dark, glow-lit 
mansion, the sort of 
place that Bruce Wayne 


on. All Nicholas really 
knows how to do in life 
» is make money. He’s a 
dullard, a control freak, a mid- 
dle-aged corporate Scrooge. 
Rescue arrives in the form of 
his ne’er-do-well younger 
brother, Conrad (Sean Penn), 
who, on the day that Nicholas 
turns 48—the same age his fa- 


might enjoy bidding | 


ther was when he killed him- 
self by jumping off the roof— 
presents him with an invita- 
tion to call Consumer Rec- 
reation Services, a sinister 
company housed in a crypto- 
fascist steel-and-glass office. 
The company designs elabo- 
rately staged and executed 
life “games,” each one tailored 


to tap the hidden emotional | 
and therapeutic demands of -—=---— 


the client. Since Nicholas Van 
Orton is such a stiff, his game, 


ENTERTAINMENT W 


it seems clear, would need to 
be the wildest of rides. Hang- 


| ing in the air—for Nicholas 


and the audience—is the irre- 
sistible lure of the forbidden. 
Sure enough, Nicholas is 
soon facing a dizzy array of 
traps and terrors. He gets 
sent on taxi rides to hell, 
climbs around elevator shafts 
like Bruce Willis, and is drawn 
into an increasingly ominous 
relationship with a sexy wait- 
ress (Deborah Kara Unger, 
from Crash), who first bumps 
into him with a tray of drinks. 
His life becomes a daisy chain 
of existential terrors, each one 
steadily more dangerous. 
The Game is a contempo- 


FACE-OFF: Douglas is trapped in a 
maze that’s nothing to grin about 
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rary variant of Hitchcock’s or- 
dinary man in extraordinary 
cireumstances—the myth of 
ecstatic anxiety he chiseled to 
capricious perfection in North 
by Northwest (the seed of all 
modern action movies). What’s 
suspenseful here isn’t simply 
the threat of the situations in 
which Nicholas finds himself. 
It’s our curiosity about their 
hidden purpose—that, and 
the fact that Nicholas can’t be 
sure about what’s fake and 
what’s “real,” what’s part of 
the game and what’s not. Is 
the waitress an impostor, or 
just someone who happened 
to spill a drink on him? More 
urgently: Are the game’s 
anonymous designers actually 
trying to do Nicholas harm? 
The Game has the ingenious- 
ly unfolding, Chinese-box 
structure of something like 
Deathtrap (as well as a genre- 
teasing “postmodernism” that 
reminded me of Scream), yet 
it’s also infused with a chic 
aura of yuppie dread. A fanta- 
sy-nightmare of giving up 
control and plunging through 
the safety net of your own 
perceptions, the movie is an el- 
egant piece of pop paranoia— 


aa ere’s how a sampling of 
critics and movie audiences 


from across the country grade 


10 current releases. 


| the egregiously underrated 


Kafka as roller-coaster ride. 
The Game was directed by 

David Fincher, the dark wiz- 

ard who made Seven and 


Alien’. Working from a script 
by John Brancato and Michael 
Ferris, Fincher has crafted a 
thriller about a man who self- 
consciously watches his life § 
turn into a thriller. What hap- 
pens in The Game won’t stand 
up to much logical scrutiny— 
almost every twist is predicat- 
ed on the game’s planners 
knowing exactly what Nich- 
olas’ responses will be—yet, 
taken on its own far-fetched 
terms, it’s a gripping series of 
fake-outs. Douglas, jowls flex- 
ing in outrage, taps into the 
bead-sweat desperation he 
knows how to inject with 
more energy than any other 
contemporary star. Emotion- 
ally, there’s not much at stake 
in The Game—can Nicholas 
Van Orton be saved?!—but 
Douglas is the perfect actor to 
occupy the center of a crazed 
Rube Goldberg thriller. The 
movie has the wit to be play- 
ful about its own manipula- 
tions, even as it exploits them 
for maximum pulp impact. B+ 
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A SMILE LIKE THEIRS: Azmi (I.) and Das find forbidden domestic bliss 


Take My Wife 


| Fire, a tale of illicit lesbian love in contemporary 
India, evokes the early days of American feminism 


NOTHING TURNS UP 
the heat of a soap 
opera like some good 
old-fashioned repres- 
sion. In Fire (Zeit- 
geist), Sita (Nandita 
Das), eager and model 
gorgeous, finds herself in a 
miserable marriage to a sullen 
video-store clerk. She moves 
into the home he shares with 
his middle-aged brother, 
whose own wife (Shabana 
Azmi) is drowning in sensual 
neglect. Let’s see, is there any- 
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Fire 


STARRING 
Nandita Das 


Shabana 
Azmi 
UNRATED 
104 MINUTES 


thing the two wives 
can do for each other? 

The subjugation of 
women in modern In- 
dia is an epic topic for a 
movie (it was treated 
with seductive subtlety 
in Satyajit Ray’s The Home 
and the World). But Fire, 
written and directed by Deepa 
Mehta, uses the lure of a for- 
bidden lesbian relationship as 
a chance to revel in sister- 
hood-is-everything righteous- 
ness. What looks like an “art” 
movie is actually an exercise 
in ’70s nostalgia—when I saw 
it, the audience practically 
hissed each time the men 
showed up to execute some 
noxious patriarchal gesture. 
Still, when the heroines throw 
off their docile reserve and 
melt into each other’s bosoms, 
it’s with the grateful passion of 
a thirst finally quenched. As a 
director, Mehta would do well 
to stop smothering her empa- 
thy in glibness (she uses the 
family’s ancient mute grand- 
mother as a sitcom prank), but 
her empathy pokes through 
nonetheless. It’s there in the 
way she employs the veteran 
actress Shabana Azmi, whose 
woeful gaze reflects centuries 
of hidden yearning. B-  —OG 
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OVELIST RUSSELL Banks dubbed 
it “the bad-dad festival,” and 
he should know. Alcoholic, 
homicidal, or incestuous fa- 
thers featured heavily in the 
selections at Colorado’s 24th 
Telluride Film Festival—two of them in 
adaptations of Banks’ The Sweet Here- 
after (by director Atom Egoyan) and 
Affliction (by Paul Schrader). Pitiful patri- 
archs also showed up in Oliver Stone’s U- 
Turn, Neil Jordan’s The Butcher Boy, and 
the German sleeper Lea. 

Fortunately, the founding fathers of 
the four-day festival, where high art 
unfolds in a rustic mountaintop setting, 
are well-known for good taste (last 
year’s entries included Sling Blade, 
Swingers, and Secrets & Lies). This year 
both Butcher Boy, Jordan’s improbably 
funny tale of a pubescent Irish so- 
ciopath, and Men With Guns, John 
Sayles’ Spanish-language meditation on 
guilt and guerrillas in Latin America, 
garnered applause. Provoking a more 
polarized response was director James 
Toback’s Two Girls and a Guy, an exami- 
nation of infidelity that some saw as an 
endorsement of it. But mass walkouts 
were reserved for 23-year-old Kids 
scribe Harmony Korine’s directorial de- 
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FEST-ERS: (L to 


but, Gummo, another vérité parade of 
teens behaving badly (and killing cats in 
the process). 

Meanwhile, Stone—who practically 
invented polarization—proved he can 
cause a stir even without a sociopoliti- 
cal agenda. His deliriously pulpy neo- 


r) Boothe, Stone, and Thornton 


Western U-Turn, starring Billy Bob 
Thornton, Sean Penn, and Powers 
Boothe, was praised for its stylishness 
but criticized for its amorality and body 
count. “It’s not too complicated, but it’s 
got lots of twists,” says Stone, who 
chose to bring U-Turn here rather than 
rush it over to Cannes earlier this year. 
“It’s perfect,” he says of U-Turn’s Tel- 
luride debut. “A neo-Western for a 
spaghetti-noir town.” —Chris Willman 


HEADY STUFF: Penn, driving ’em wild in U-Turn; Gummo’s Nick Sutton (I.) and Jacob Reynolds 
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FAVORITES! 


ROSIE O'DONNELL PINK TEE 
100% domestic Cotton pink tee with 
silk-screened logo. L, XL. 


WALLACE & GROMIT TALKING ALARM CLOCK 
3-D Wallace and Gromit that wakes you up with 
Wallace's voice. Measures 6 1/2” x 7 1/2" x7 
3/4". Requires 2AA batteries. (Not for children 
under 5 yrs). 
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“LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN” 
SWEATSHIRT AND TEES 

100% cotton sweatshirt and Tees with 
silk-screened logo. L, XL, XXL. 

Navy Sweat. . ATSO25 . .$39.95 (XXL $42.95) 
Navy Tee. .. . ATTO74.. . $17.95 (XXL $18.95) 
Grey Tee... . ATT105 .. . $17.95 (XXL $18.85) 


All items are shipped express delivery. 

In-stock items paid by credit card arrive in just 3 business days! 
Residents of CA, IL, Ml, NY, FL, please add applicable sales tax. 
Add shipping and handling charges to U.S. orders as follows: 

Up to $25.00 add $4.95 $75.01-100.00 add $9.95 
$25,01-35.00 add $5.95 $100.01- 200.00 add $12.95 
$35.01-50.00 add $6.95 Over $200.00 add $15.95 
$50.01-75,00 add $7.95 
Canadian/International orders subject to additional S&H 
and applicable foreign duties and taxes. 
Outside the U.S. and Canada, call 813-979-6848. 
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Entertainment Weekly Studio Store 
Dept.EW-3001, P.O. Box 60044, Tampa, FL 33660-0044 
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THIS WEEK IN HOLLYWOOD 


@ DON’T WAIT FOR THE MOVIE Although 
being chosen for Oprah Winfrey’s Book 
Club can spike sales of a book as muchas 
1,000 percent, it’s no guarantee that a 
sweet movie deal will follow. So far, only 
Jacquelyn Mitchard’s The Deep End of the 
Ocean, the club’s first selection, is being 
made into a feature film (starring Michelle 
Pfeiffer as the mom coping with her child’s 
disappearance, the movie starts shoot- 
ing next month). As for the other six selec- 
tions so far, only Sheri Reynolds’ The Rap- 
ture of Canaan and Wally Lamb’s She’s 
Come Undone have movie options pend- 
ing—and both those deals were signed 
before the books were chosen by Winfrey. 
The current selection, Mary McGarry 
Morris’ Songs in Ordinary Time, has just 
been snapped up by CBS as a movie-of- 
the-week. —Dana Kennedy 


@ SHOOTING STAR Christian Slater, 
there is hope. After much-publicized drug 
problems and arrests, Robert Downey Jr. 
is having no trouble finding 
work. This fall he will 


THE BOOK- 
KEEPER: 
Winfrey 


appear in three résumé- 
enhancing projects: The 
Gingerbread Man, a John 
kone Grisham-scripted thriller 
— | made post rehab; the pre- 

| rehab Hugo Pool, a com- 
edy directed by Downey’s 
father; and the pre-rehab Mike Figgis 
drama One Night Stand with Wesley 
Snipes. Next year he’ll pop up in /n Dreams, 
a psychodrama directed by Neil Jordan, 
and in the raunchy romantic comedy 
Two Girls and a Guy. 
He’s now shooting 
U.S. Marshals, the 
sequel to The Fugi- 
tive, with Tommy 
Lee Jones. But while 
Hollywood seems to 
have forgiven his 
transgressions, 
they haven’t been 
forgotten. The 32-year-old actor’s pro- 
bation requires him to submit to random 
drug tests for the next two years. Still, 
says Downey’s spokesman, “he’s enjoy- 
ing himself tremendously. He loves work- 
ing.” —Anna Holmes 


@ FURTHERMORE MGM is planning 
an update of The Idolmaker—the 1980 
film, starring Peter Gallagher and Ray 
Sharkey, that fictionalized the life 
of rock impresario Bob Mar- 
cucci. The new version will 
be written by Gary Lennon 
(Drunks), and Kenneth 
“Babyface” Edmonds 
(a producer on the 
movie) is expected 
to put together the 
soundtrack of R&B, rap, 
and alternative rock.... 
Finally: They make an odd 
couple, but actor Morgan Free- 
man (The Shawshank Redemption, 
Driving Miss Daisy) and director 
John Waters (Pink Flamingoes, 
Serial Mom) will share 
the stage this month 
at France’s Deau- 
ville Film Festival; 
both are being hon- 
ored with retrospectives of 

their work. @ 
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MOVIE TITLE 


WHAT IT’S ABOUT 


EXCESS 


BAGGAGE 


a 
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KULL THE 
G.I. JANE CONQUEROR 


LEAVE IT TO PIPPI 
BEAVER LONGSTOCKING 


- 


18-year-old Emily 
(Alicia Silverstone) 


Jordan O’Neil 
(Demi Moore) 


Pirate-turned- 
king Kull (Kevin 


That quintes- 
sential TV family 


The red-braided 
heroine of Astrid 


fakes her own wages her own Sorbo) discovers graduates to the Lindgren’s classic 
kidnapping to grab personal battle to that his new job is big screen as the children’s books 
the attention of become the first a royal pain as he lovable Beaver takes on the 
her unfeeling woman Navy SEAL. becomes the (Cameron Finley) bumbling burglars 
father. target of an evil gets the bike he’s who want to 
witch and greedy been pining for, steal her dad’s 
bad guys. only to have it gold coins. 
stolen on the first 
day of third grade. 
WILL KIDS WANT No. It would take Yes. Teenage girls No. This myth is Maybe, though Yes. Despite the 
TOWATCH IT? superhero powers in particular will too dark for young they won’t feel drab plot, young 
to sit through this surely feel kids and too silly that sense of kids will find the 
inane and boring empowered by for older ones. nostalgia needed animated Pippi 
story. Jordan’s success. to enjoy it. appealing. 
MPAA RATING PG-13 R PG-13 PG G 
SEX/NUDITY None Jordan’s bare Sorbo and costar None, but Wally None 
backside in the Tia Carrere make and pals do play 
shower love under covers. spin the bottle. 
DRUGS/ALCOHOL Emily smokes and Lots of drinking Kull has wine. None None 
drinks copiously. 
VIOLENCE/SCARINESS Emily is locked ina The training is Swordplay galore None Pippi’s ship- 
car trunk. brutal and and lots of creepy captain father 
includes sadistic characters, in- falls overboard 
beatings;there are cluding monsters, during a storm 
shootings ona rotting corpses, and disappears 
battlefield in the and a disfigured at sea. 
Middle East. man with one eye 
OBJECTIONABLE About 45 More than 100 Six One None 
WORDS/PHRASES 
WHAT'S GOOD ABOUTIT We’re clueless on Jordan is The men may The lack of sex, The irrepressible 


WHAT’S NOT SO GOOD 


that one. 


The uninspired 
acting, the trite 


determined to 
compete on men’s 
terms and not 
receive any special 
treatment. 


wear the crowns, 
but the women 
also rule. 


drugs, and 
violence 


Pippi is spunky, 
strong, and inde- 
pendent—a very 
cool role model for 
little girls. 


Director Ridley 
Scott can’t resist 


Indulges big-boy 
fantasies of 


The lack of any 
real story line 


Nonconformist 
Pippi deserves a 


story, the un- that peek at harems and less generic film. 
bearably slow Jordan in scantily clad 
pace, and Emily’s the shower. women, and little- 
aforementioned boy ones of war- 
vices riors and swords. 
APPROPRIATEAGES 12andup 16 and up 12 and up 7 and up 5 and up 
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Reviews by OWEN GLEIBERMAN and LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


KULL THE CONQUEROR (Universal, 
PG-13) Once every 20 minutes or 
so in this mythical sword-clang- 
ing, beast-battling, low-rent com- 
ic book of a yarn, one leading 
character or other lets rip a bit of 
howler dialogue as if to signal to 
the audience, “Yeah, whatever, 
I’m just glad to be in showbiz.” 
But every 20 minutes isn’t fre- 


quent enough to establish this 
semisoft-cheese version of a Co- 
nan the Barbarian setup as 
camp—yet too often to let the 
thing fly on its own Dungeons & 
Dragons aesthetic. Kevin Sorbo, 
the bare-chested star of TV’s 
Hercules: The Legendary Jour- 
neys, keeps his shirt off as Kull, a 
barbarian with sensitive-guy 
ideas about slavery (he’s against 
it) and women (he’s for em), who 


DULL THE CONQUEROR: Sorbo engages in Kull’s lackluster horseplay 


POERRE VINET 


becomes ruler of the fantasy 
kingdom of Valusia; Tia Carrere 
flashes her eyes as an extreme- 
ly well-preserved 3,000-year-old 
evil spirit with red-for-danger 
hair. As directed by John Nicolel- 
la, the action lurches from battle 
to darkly lit battle. And then, 
for no good reason, Harvey Fier- 
stein shows up as a slave-ship 
owner dressed in a hat Patsy and 
Edina might have admired on 
Absolutely Fabulous. Ah, show- 
biz.D+ —Lisa Schwarzbawm 


AIR FORCE ONE (R) Richly tense 
and satisfying. Harrison Ford as 
the President of the United States 
is such a perfect piece of casting 
that it’s at once a fantasy and a 
joke: The joke is how perfect the 
fantasy is. When Air Force One is 
hijacked by a Russian terrorist 
(Gary Oldman), Ford’s red-blooded 
liberal superjock leaps into action. 
A (#389, July 25) —OG 


CONSPIRACY THEORY (2) Mel Gibson 
goes to town as a New York City 
cabbie who sees conspiracies 
everywhere—and is right about at 
least one of them. Julia Roberts is 
the brave and lovely lawyer who 
finally believes him. The first half 
of this literate thriller is a jittery 
tone poem about justified paranoia, 
but the remainder is an overloaded 
iteration of a Lethal Weapon proj- 
ect. B= (#392, Aug. 15) —LS 


COP LAND (R) Sylvester Stallone 
put on 40 pounds to play Freddy 
Heflin, a droopy, slow-witted naif 
who's the sheriff of Garrison, N.J. 


] James Mangold’s film is ungainly 


to look at, and so, in its way, is its 
“sprawling” conspiracy plot, a se- 
ries of ill-fitting puzzle pieces we're 
forced to jam together in our 
heads. B- (#392, Aug. 15) 
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THAT MOVIE YOU 
ALWAYS WANTED TO SEE 
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EVENT HORIZON (R) Just when 
you’ve written off this deep-space 
nightmare as a late-summer mé- 
lange of Alien, The Shining, and a 
dozen forgettable otherworldly 
thrillers, it unleashes some of the 
most unsettling horror imagery in 
years. B= (#395, Sept.5) = —OG 


EXCESS BAGGAGE (PG-73) A slow- 
moving, sour, sloppily assembled 
teen drama about an alienated 
rich girl (Alicia Silverstone, in 
raccoon-chic eye makeup) who 
fakes her own kidnapping in or- 
der to get her negligent daddy’s 
attention. The tedious pouting on 
the part of Silverstone means 
you're free to forget about her 
and concentrate instead on the di- 
verting ensemble mumbling and 
squinting of Benicio Del Toro (as 
a ear thief) and Christopher 
Walken (as the girl’s daddy’s “fix- 
er”). D (#395, Sept. 5) —LS 


THE FULL MONTY (2) A bunch of 
unemployed, un-buff English 
blokes strip to their Skivvies—and 
beyond—to make a bit of money 
and rescue their pride (?!) in this 
ingratiating bit of malarkey. The 
comic moments are winning, but 
they’re infected with a kind 
of laughing-and-stripping-through- 
tears pathos that makes you feel 
cheap for encouraging all the 
prancing. Strong performances by 
Robert Carlyle, as the strippers’ 
ringleader, and Tom Wilkinson, 
as a middle manager afraid to 
tell his wife he’s been canned. 
B (#393/394, Aug. 22/29) —LS 


G.I. JANE (R) Grabbing an electric 
razor, Jordan O’Neil (Demi 
Moore), the iron-willed heroine, 
shaves her head and emerges, re- 
born, as...what? Call her St. Jor- 
dan of Basie Training. Ridley 
Scott’s grimly inspirational epic 
makes Navy SEAL training 
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Woody Allen 


The writer-director’s 
Deconstructing Harry, 
which hits theaters in 
December and stars 
Allen as a horny book 


writer, opened to good 


buzz at the Venice Film 
Festival. 


Woody Allen 


Once again, the maker of 
Mighty Aphrodite casts 
himself as a character 


with an affinity for 


hookers. Ho hum. 


look—literally—like hell. Yet 
there’s no denying that it pumps 
up a powerful new myth of 
Olympian feminine resilience. 
Were women put on earth to be 
warriors? Demi Moore certainly 
was. The role of Jordan fits her as 
snugly as a new layer of muscle. 
B- (#393/394, Aug. 22/29) —OG 


HOODLUM (R) One of the defining 
marks of a great actor is the power 
he’s able to wrest from moments of 
sheer quiet. Laurence Fishburne 
has this brooding authority in 
Hoodlum. He plays Ellsworth 
“Bumpy” Johnson, who takes over 
the Harlem numbers rackets dur- 
ing the mid-’30s and fights to win 
back the neighborhood from the vi- 
cious Dutch Schultz (Tim Roth). 
Director Bill Duke never summons 
the operatic power of the gangster 
genre, but the movie is staged with 
proficient confidence. Roth, in a 
juicy performance, makes the vile, 
racist Dutch shockingly vulgar. 
B (#395, Sept. 5) —OG 


IN THE COMPANY OF MEN (R) Chad 
(Aaron Eckhart), a lethal white- 
collar company man, convinces his 


buddy Howard (Matt Malloy) that 
the two of them should flatter a 
random woman with attention, win 
her heart, and then dump her, 
hard. The wellspring of rage and 
cruelty first-time writer-director 
Neil LaBute taps into in this stun- 
ning, unsettling, beautifully writ- 
ten drama is so bottomless and 
fresh that admiration washes away 
all affront at this ballsy depiction of 
man’s inhumanity to woman, and 
man. A (#390, Aug. 1) LS 


MIMIC (2) Everything you want in 
a big-bug thriller. The insects here 
are giant winged mutants that 
leap about an abandoned New 
York subway station with the ob- 
scene pitter-patter speed of the 
monster fetus in Alien. In essence, 
Mimic is a don’t-go-in-the-base- 
ment movie—or, in this case, 
a don’t-slice-open-that-giant-pink- 
egg-sac-with-a-switchblade movie. 
B+ (#393/394, Aug. 22/29) —OG 


MONEY TALKS (2) The young co- 
median Chris Tucker combines— 
and escalates—the stylistic ag- 
gressions of black urban macho 
and black urban swish. In Money 
Talks, he plays a street hustler 
who views every encounter, every 
sentence, as a chance to shake 
someone down. The film has been 
slapped together with all the wit 
and flair of a bad Damon Wayans 
comedy. Yet there are glimmers of 


joy amid the tedium. Tucker, who 


sounds like Michael Jackson on 
crystal meth, is as noisy and insis- 
tent as a mosquito (and sometimes 
as annoying), and when he stings, 
he draws laughs as well as blood. 
C+ (#393/394, Aug. 22/29) —OG 


SHE’S SO LOVELY (2) Working from 
an unproduced script by his old 
man, John Cassavetes, Nick Cas- 
savetes attempts, with mixed re- 
sults, to re-create the late filmmak- 
er’s favored world of boozing, 
lurching, falling-apart characters 
spouting dented poetry. Robin 
Wright Penn wobbles gamely but 
fitfully in the role of a woman still 
crazy in love with her plain-crazy 
first husband (Sean Penn), even 
though she divorced him and mar- 
ried a more stable second husband 
(John Travolta) while the first was 
spending time off in a mental insti- 
tution. B (#395, Sept. 5) —LS 


| TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE: THE 


NEXT GENERATION (R) Renée Zell- 
weger and Matthew McConaugh- 
ey try to out-bad-act each other in 
the luridly abysmal third sequel to 
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. 
McConaughey, as a madman with 
a false leg, seems to have studied 
the worst performances of Woody 
Harrelson and Dennis Hopper. 
G- (#395, Sept. 5) —OG 


with the familiar over the four-day weekend, shying away 

from new releases. G./. Jane, billing itself as “The #1 Movie 
in America,” remained in the top spot, while the Chris Tucker- 
Charlie Sheen vehicle Money Talks, advertising itself as the “#1 
Comedy,” stayed in second place. Premiering at No. 4, the gangster 
chronicle Hood/um had to settle for being the No. 1 Godfather 
Wannabe; Alicia Silverstone’s Excess Baggage, in seventh place, 
could claim only No. 1 Vanity Production by an Ingenue Who 
Shouldn’t Be Producing; and Kull the Conqueror, starring TV’s Her- 
cules Kevin Sorbo, stumbled into ninth as No. 1 TV Knockoff. Even 
artier-minded filmgoers resisted the new: She’s So Lovely opened 
to just $3,665 per screen in 824 theaters. In contrast, the British 
take-it-off comedy The Full Monty is proving to be a breakout hit, 
capturing $27,617 per screen as it dropped trou in 32 theaters. 
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Eyes on the Prizes 


Will ERwinag 


ain? Can Garry Shandling catch a break? Will Bryant 


Gumbel lose his cool? Ken Tucker looks ahead to this year’s Emmys. 


NO MATTER WHO ENDS UP 
taking home the little statues 
for the 49th Annual Prime- 
time Emmy Awards, the real 
winners are Garry Shandling 
and The Larry Sanders Show, 
whose 16—count ’em, 16— 
nominations (only ER has 
more) are ample proof that 
even those oft-out-of-touch 
Emmy voters concede that 
this HBO sitcom is the gut- 
funniest, best-executed show 
of the past year. So congrats, 
Garry/Larry—you’re the 
man, even if we both know 
there’s no way veteran vot- 
ers are going to hand over 
more than a couple of 
prizes to a show outside 
the ABC/NBC/CBS loop. 
(Which is probably also 
why, by the by, Fox’s Par- 
ty of Five didn’t get a de- 
served nomination for this 
season’s wrenching alco- 
holism story line.) 

Of course, if Emmy nomi- 
nations reflected quality re- 
gardless of a show’s network 
or length of time on the air, 
Sanders would be a shoo-in 
rather than the dark horse 
it remains. Then, too, the 
Emmy list would also in- 
clude nods to fresh, smart 
shows like Buffy the Vam- 
pire Slayer and Everybody 
Loves Raymond, as well as 
acknowledgments that se- 
ries like NewsRadio and 
Friends continue to dis- 
play first-class writing 
and ensemble acting well 
after their initial bursts of 
media hype. 

It seems like every time 
the Emmys do something 


\ 


ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN CUNEO 


right—like this year’s addi- 
tion of an Outstanding Com- 
mercial category—they per- 
sist in doing something 
wrong. The most glaring 
example of this is the Acad- 
emy’s insistence on relegat- 
ing two of TV’s best-written 
and performed shows—The 
Simpsons and King of the 


Hill—to the ghetto of anima- 
tion categories. 

Oh, I know it does little 
good to moan and sigh this 
way, and I’m more than will- 
ing to give the Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences its 


due for its un- 
SS 
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expected hipness in nominat- 
ing Chris Rock’s remarkable 
HBO special Bring the Pain 
in the Outstanding Variety, 
Music or Comedy Special cat- 
egory (even if Bette Midler’s 
disappointingly rote Diva Las 
Vegas is the sure-thing senti- 
mental favorite to win). Still, 
any broadcast that allows its 
host network, CBS, to deploy 
Bryant Gumbel as master of 
ceremonies in order to plug 
his upcoming newsmagazine 
(what. other reason can there 
be to subject the news-serious 
Gumbel to the indignities of 
Emmy banter?) has few of 
its priorities straight. 
You know darn 
well the Emmys 
would be a lot 
more interesting 
if the host were 
amore logical 
choice—CBS’ 
most nimble+ 
¥/ minded new talent, 
ff i Raymond’s Ray Ro- 
/ mano, for example. 
The reason the Em- 
mys don’t get as much re- 


rd spect as the Oscars isn’t be- 


cause of a lack of quality in 
television—indeed, it wouldn’t 
be difficult to make an argu- 
ment that the past TV year 
contained more nourishing en- 
tertainment than 12 months’ 
worth of movies. No, the Em- 
mys’ problem is simple and 
unavoidable, built into the na- 
ture of the medium: Unlike 
the Academy Awards’ fresh- 
every-year list of contenders, 
the Emmys tend to reward 
the same shows year after 
year: ER, Seinfeld, NYPD 
Blue, and Chicago Hope. My 
guess is that the Emmys will 
finally start giving boxes of 
awards to The X-Files, two 
years after the Golden Globes 
realized what was up. 

But frankly, I’m into the 
Emmys for the laughs, not 
the (Continued on page 120) 


W EB, RELY 117 


NOISIAATAI1 


118 


Emmy Which Way 


Our TV staff makes some bold Emmy predictions: There will be forced banter, stars thanking 
agents, and Fran Drescher’s cleavage. All kidding aside, here are some real prognostications. 


m@ OUTSTANDING DRAMA (Chicago Hope; ER; 
Law & Order; NYPD Blue; The X-Files) Who 
Will Win ER Who Should Win The X-Files 
Overlooked The never-nominated Party 
of Five; the criminally neglected Homi- 
cide: Life on the Street 


m OUTSTANDING COMEDY (Frasier; The 
Larry Sanders Show; Mad About You; Sein- 
feld; 3rd Rock From the Sun) Wil! Frasier 
(for a record-breaking fourth year ina 
row) Should Sanders, which has racked 
up 46 nominations over the years but just 
one win (Rip Torn for supporting actor) 
Overlooked NewsRadio, for goodness’ sake 


mw OUTSTANDING ACTRESS, DRAMA (X-Files’ 
Gillian Anderson; Touched by an Angel's 
Roma Downey; Hope’s Christine Lahti; ER’s 
Julianna Margulies and Sherry Stringfield) 
Will Lahti (snubbed last year) Should 
Anderson, who proved her acting chops 
with those cancer episodes Overlooked 
Murder One’s Mary McCormack (who de- 
serves an award just for putting up with 
Howard Stern in Private Parts) 


m@ OUTSTANDING ACTRESS, COMEDY (Ellen’s 
Ellen DeGeneres; The Nanny’s Fran Dresch- 
er; Mad’s Helen Hunt; Home Improve- 
ment’s Patricia Richardson; Cybill’s Cybill 
Shepherd) Will The safe Hunt Should Out 
and improved Ellen Overlooked Moesha’s 
natural, never-nom’d Brandy Norwood 


m@ OUTSTANDING ACTOR, DRAMA (X-Files’ 
David Duchovny; ER’s Anthony Edwards; 
NYPD’s Dennis Franz and Jimmy Smits; Law 
& Order’s Sam Waterston) Wil! Two-time 
winner Franz Should The quietly excellent 
Waterston Overlooked Party of Five’s Scott 
Wolf is handicapped by a “teen” show 


m OUTSTANDING ACTOR, COMEDY (Spin 
City’s Michael J. Fox; Frasier’s Kelsey 
Grammer; 3rd Rock’s John Lithgow; Maa’s 
Paul Reiser; Sanders’ Garry Shandling) 
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Will Industry fave Lithgow Should Four- 
time actor nominee Shandling, the best 
bastard on TV Overlooked Everybody 
Loves Raymond’s menschy Ray Romano 


m SUPPORTING ACTRESS, COMEDY (Cybill’s 
Christine Baranski; Larry Sanders’ 
Janeane Garofalo; 3rd Rock’s Kristen 
Johnston; Friends’ Lisa Kudrow; Seinfeld’s 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus) Will Last year’s 


BURNED TOAST: A stellar Party of Five (top) 
got snubbed, as did a very special NYPD Blue 


episode; six-time loser, Seinfeld’s Alexander 


champ Louis-Dreyfus Should Louis- 
Dreyfus, if only for her dancing Overlooked 
Frasier’s oft-overshadowed Peri Gilpin 


m@ SUPPORTING ACTRESS, DRAMA (NYPD’s 
Kim Delaney; ER’s Laura Innes, CCH 
Pounder, and Gloria Reuben; Touched by 
an Angel’s Della Reese) Wil! First-time 
nominee Delaney Should Reuben, thanks to 
her powerful AIDS story line Overlooked 
Michelle Forbes, Homicide’s edgy coroner 


@ SUPPORTING ACTOR, COMEDY (Seinfeld’s 
Jason Alexander and Michael Richards; 
Frasier’s David Hyde Pierce; Sanders’ 
Jeffrey Tambor and Rip Torn) Wil! Alex- 
ander Should Alexander. Amazingly, TV’s 
No. 1 whiner has never nabbed the prize. 
Overlooked NewsRadio’s splendidly 
out-there Andy Dick no doubt scared 
the judges 


m SUPPORTING ACTOR, DRAMA (Chicago 
Hope’s Adam Arkin and Hector Elizondo; 
ER’s Eriq La Salle and Noah Wyle; NYPD’s 
Nicholas Turturro) Wil! La Salle Should La 
Salle—runner-up in TV’s best-bastard 
category Overlooked Homicide’s Kyle 
Secor, whose showier TV partner (Andre 
Braugher) inevitably gets the attention 


m OUTSTANDING WRITING, DRAMA (ER’s 
“Faith” and “Whose Appy Now”; NYPD’s 
“Where’s Swaldo?” and “Taillight’s Last 
Gleaming”; X-Files’ “Memento Mori”) Wil! 
“Faith” Should Scully’s poignant cancer 
episode “Memento Mori” Overlooked 
NYPD’s “Tom and Geri,” which included 
last season’s most memorable line, deliv- 
ered by Franz’s rubber-suited office 
admirer, Geri Turner (Debra Christoffer- 
son): “Shut your pretty girl hole” 


m OUTSTANDING WRITING, COMEDY (Ellen’s 
“The Puppy Episode”; Larry Sanders’ 
“Ellen, Or Isn’t She?,” “My Name Is Asher 
Kingsley,” and “Everybody Loves Larry”; 
Seinfeld’s “The Yada Yada”) Wil! “Yada Ya- 
da” Should “The Puppy Episode”—some- 
how, it lived up to the hype Overlooked Any 
number of Simpsons and King of the Hills 


mw OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL (GM EV-1’s 
“Appliances”; HBO’s “Chimps”; Levi’s’ 
“Doctor”; Levi’s’ “Elevator Fantasy”; Nike’s 
“Hello World”) Will “Hello World” Should 
The delightfully macabre “Doctor” Over- 
looked Nissan’s rocking “Toys” (Additional 
reporting by Deanna L. Martin) 
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Since much of this issue is 
dedicated to handicapping 
the new fall shows, we 
thought, Why not review the 
suits behind the lineups? 
After all, if a bunch of these 
shows tank, someone will 
have to pay. Here- 
with, odds on the 
job stability of Big 
Four execs: 

ABC: The Disney- 
owned network has 
the most at stake 
after finishing third 
last season. Unfor- 
tunately, with the 
greatest number of |” 
new shows of any net 
(11)—andashortage | 
of established hits to 
lure viewers to the 
new fare—chances 
are the Alphabet will 
again lag behind NBC 
and CBS. How will 
that affect new ABC 
Entertainment 
chairman Stu Bloomberg? 
Although he didn’t put the 
schedule together, keep in 
mind that entertainment 
president Jamie Tarses had 
little to do with last season’s 
problems, which didn’t stop 
ABC from sticking it to her. 
Bloomberg’s Odds: 4 to 1 

Fox: Over the last few years, 
the life expectancy of a Fox 
Entertainment Group presi- 
dent has been 12 to 18 months, 
and current prez Peter Roth 
is coming up on his one-year 
anniversary. With only four 
new shows, Roth is taking a 
low-risk approach to the 
season. But he also spent 
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heavily on development last 
spring, commissioning some 
20 sitcoms—in other words, 
big bucks were spent on 
shows that won’t see the light 
of day. Plus, this year, Fox has 
no World Series or Super Bowl 
to boost ratings. 
Roth’s Odds: 3 to 2 
NBC: The Peacock can 
expect to continue its 
dominance for a 
third straight year, 
thanks in large part 
to Seinfeld sticking 
around another sea- 
son. However, if the 
Peacock’s risky deci- 
sion to go with female 
comedies on Monday 
backfires, some will 
question entertain- 
ment president War- 
ren Littlefield’s move 
to bag that night’s 
successful movie 
franchise. The heat is 
also on Thursday’s 
Union Square; many insiders 
feel the already retooled sit- 
com is on the schedule only 
because it’s NBC owned. Lit- 
tlefield’s Odds: 100 to 1 

CBS: Eye entertainment 
president Leslie Moonves 
(who was just endowed with 
increased corporate duties) 
is seen as having the best 
new season development, 
thanks to high critical 
marks for such fall entries 
as Brooklyn South and 
George & Leo. The one dark 
cloud: The net still needs a 
younger audience to attract 
more advertisers. Moonves’ 
Odds: 90to1m@ 


4 


MOONVES 


997 


| 


| courage nonstop hoot- 


horse race. I mean, I don’t re- | Simpsons, goes up against the 


ally think Ellen DeGeneres 
deserves the Outstanding 
Lead Actress in a Comedy Se- 
ries Emmy, but I hope she 
wins anyway, because her 
speech will undoubtedly be 
provocatively funny. And [ll 


be on the lookout for amusing | 


absurdities like the best- 
miniseries competition, in 
which The Odyssey, the TV 
movie that introduced millions 
to the kooky notion that there 
was a Homer before The 


service. I suppose it’s 


skillful The Shining, Stephen 
King’s odyssey of bad hotel 
too 
much to hope that Gumbel 
will blow a gasket if some 
beloved hothead like Rip 
Torn or David Letterman 
(please, Dave, defeat Dennis 
Miller this year!) lets loose 
with an outrageous remark. 
But if it happens, I’ll be front 
and center, handing out my 
own trophy for Outstanding 
Emmy Foolishness. 


Puff Daddies 


| Lightweights Keenen Ivory Wayans and Vibe’s 
Chris Spencer fail to raise the late-night MC bar 


TALK IS IRRELEVANT ON 


two new talk shows. All Vibe | 
and The Keenen Ivory Wayans | ibility of African-American 


Show care about is the audi- | 
ence’s enthusiasm level, which 
is cranked up to show that ev- 
erybody’s having a fabulous 
time. Arsenio Hall did it first, 
whipping his crowds into 
woofing frenzies. Jay Leno 


| proceeded to turn The To- 


night Show into a Ve- 
gas-style free-for-all. 
Now Wayans and Vibe 
host Chris Spencer en- 


ing even during their 
opening monologues. So 
far, Spencer beats Way- 
ans in interview tech- 
nique, because he actu- 
ally listens to his guests 
rather than, as Wayans 
tends to, interrupt with his 
own stories. But both their 
questions are depressingly 
similar to all other chat hosts’. 
Same thing with the guests’ 
answers; whether it’s Pamela 
Lee (with Wayans) or Sinbad 
(with Spencer), talk is limited 
to product plugs and mildly | 
racy anecdotes. 


The blessing is that these 
two shows have increased vis- 


performers on the talk circuit 
and forced Leno and Letter- 
man to book more acts of color 
(recently, Dave looked like he 


| was going to choke on the 


SPENCER 


| Wayans: C 


words “Puff Daddy”). But, 
lacking anything original to 
say or do, neither Wayans nor 


WAYANS 


Spencer has made a ratings 
impact. One night Spencer 
challenged guest Samuel L. 


Jackson to make the phone 


book interesting. Sadly, Jack- 
son’s recitation of business 
listings was more entertaining 
than any interview conducted 
by either host to date. Vibe: G 

—KT 


loads, improbably, at an 


| crowd, no railroad trestle is too mundane 


a stop for these damn fine fans. “I’ve seen 
the episodes so many times that coming 
here is almost like coming to a fictional 
place—like taking Delta to never-never 
land,” says Denver’s Travis Smith, 24. Oth- 
ers wax religious. “This is my Mecca,” 
gushes Robin Garrels, 20, of St. Louis. 
One reason Peaks won’t die is its incon- 
clusiveness—the cliff-hanger ending (with 
Kyle MacLachlan’s Special Agent Cooper 
trapped in the Black Lodge), the dozens of 
unresolved clues about the battle between 
good and evil. Over a salmon dinner, those 
in search of closure center their quest on 


character actors who played supernat- 
BUSLOAD OF tourists un- | 


ural figures—like Carel Struycken (“The 


| Giant”) or Al Strobel (“The One-Armed 


upstate Washington trail- | 
ers hold the unfinished symphony’s miss- 
era toters wander past | 


er park. A hundred cam- 


the “No Trespassing” sign 

and down a dirt road until 

someone spots a blue 
mobile home. “This is where Teresa Banks 
was bludgeoned!” an older gent announ- 
ces. At the back of the crowd, a couple of 
kids who live in an adjacent trailer stand 
baffled. “Who’s Teresa Banks?” asks one. 
“ll go ask Mom,” says the other. 

We are on holy ground, and the locals 
don’t even know it. It’s been more than 
seven years since the Twin Peaks pilot pro- 
voked a coffee-and-donuts epidemic and 
five since this was the Fat Trout Trailer 
Park in David Lynch’s 
movie prequel. Yet 
thousands of Peaks 
cultists still travel 
each year to scout its 
locations in the small 
towns outside Seat- 
tle—most notably in 
August, when the real 
hardcore spend $175 
for the annual 7P fan 
festival. And while 
North Bend’s erstwhile 
Double R Diner cherry 
pie lures the biggest 


PLASTIC RAPT: 
From top left, 
Peaks vets Don 
Davis, Horse, 
Strobel, and 
Struycken; 
Sheryl Lee as 
Palmer; a fan 
shrouds herself 


Man”)—in hopes that maybe these insid- 


ing notes. Says Strobel, “The people who 
really get it aren’t going so much for the 
teenage sex symbols—which David loves 
to put in his movies—but some of Lynch’s 
deeper, more mystical enigmas.” 

There is a certain high-mindedness at 
the three-day fest, an attachment toa 
shining moment when the avant-garde 
met the mainstream and anything seemed 
possible on TV; in the wake of this brilliant 
but challenging noir-comedy-horror- 
soap’s Nielsen nosedive, debtors like 
Northern Exposure and The X-Files 
thrived. “This is not a Star Trek conven- 
tion,” insists Michael Horse, who played 

Tommy “The Hawk” Hill. 

Unlike Trekkers and their deep space, 
Peakers have an accessible holy land— 
Washington—which encourages at least 
as much ritual. Right 
now the faithful are 
gathering at the river- 
side spot where Laura 
Palmer washed up, 
taking turns being... 
i wrapped in plastic. If 
Cooper were here, 
mightn’t he say: Beam 
me up, Diane? —Chris 
Willman 


THERE'S A 
NEW OPTION 
IN MUSIC 
TELEVISION 


every Saturday night 


check local listings 


public television’s 
new weekly _ 
performance series 


9/6 


9/13 


9/20 


9/27 


10/4 


10/11 


10/18 


10/25 


11/1 


11/8 


11/15 


11/22 


11/29 


Emmylou Harris 
Daniel Lanois 


Me’Shell NdegeOcello 
Cafe Tacuba 
Joshua Redman 
Zap Mama 

Patti Smith 

Ron Sexsmith 

Joe Jackson 
special presentation 
Sinead O’Connor 
World Party 

Gipsy Kings 
Squirrel Nut Zippers 
Shawn Colvin 

Yo Yo Ma 

Rickie Lee Jones 
Tindersticks 

Beck 

Ben Folds Five 
David Byrne 
special presentation 
Fiona Apple 
Luscious Jackson 


Sheryl Crow 
Gillian Welch 


ls music television that’s 
smart, sophisticated 
and culturally diverse. 


Weatsen 
the way music looks now™ 


hosted by Chris Douridas 
www.sessionsatwest54th.com 


SONY 


eye 


PATROL 


TV BY BRUCE FRETTS 


Examining the creative split personality | 


of David E. Kelley: A chip off the old Bochco 


HEN TWO 
series about 
Windy City 
doctors, ER 
and Chicago 
Hope, debuted 
in 1994, it seemed like a coin- 
cidence. Now we’ve got two 
series about Boston attor- 
neys, Ally McBeal (Fox, Mon- 
days starting Sept. 8, 9-10 
p.m.) and The Practice (ABC, 
Saturdays, 10-11 p.m.). But 
this time it’s no coincidence. 
Both were created by the 
same guy: David E. Kelley. 

Is he just running out of 
ideas? Nope. Kelley has 
merely devised separate 
outlets to express each side 
of his split personality: Ally 
McBeal is whimsically sur- 
real, while Practice is grit- 
tily realistic. 

Calista Flockhart’s Ally is a 
flighty, Harvard-educated 
lawyer who reluctantly goes 
to work for a big-money firm, 
unaware that her ex-beau (Gil 


The emphasis is on romantic 
farce, and the recent addition 
of ex—Melrose Place feather- 
weight Courtney Thorne- 
Smith to the cast (as Bellows’ 


wife) only makes the show 


A 


ii 


", 


BOTH SIDES, NOW: Kelley combined comedy and drama with Picket Fences (left) 
but keeps it light with Ally McBeal (with Thorne-Smith, Bellows, and Flockhart) 


feel fluffier. In a running gim- | 
mick, Ally’s thoughts are dra- | 


breasts, so they 
balloon until her 
bra straps burst). 
Meanwhile, The 
Practice’s Bobby 
Donnell (Dylan Mc- 
Dermott) has no 
time to think about 
breasts: He’s too 
busy struggling to 


KELLEY WITH 
WIFE MICHELLE 
PFEIFFER 


tone is so differ- 
ent,” he told EW. 
“They really are at 
opposite extremes.” 
Maybe it’s better 
this way. In the 
past, when Kelley 
has tried to com- 
bine both his voic- 
es into one piece, 


keep his barely solvent firm | the results haven’t always 
afloat. Though occasional | been pretty. 


comedic subplots lighten the 
tone, The Practice is mostly a 


Take the onetime lawyer’s 
first produced screenplay, 


serious morality play about | 1987’s From the Hip, oddly 
the ethical challenges facing | enough also a tale of a Boston 


defense lawyers. 


attorney (Judd Nel- 
son). The movie wa- 
vers between broad 
comedy and deadly 
drama, with Nel- 
son’s slapstick 
courtroom antics 
annoying a judge 
(Ray Walston, who 
donned robes 
again for Kelley’s 
Picket Fences) 
even as the script 
tries to interject 
messages about 
the judicial system. 

From the Hip’s 
failure wasn’t all 
Kelley’s fault. It 
was cowritten and 


| directed by Bob Clark, of 
For his part, Kelley says he | 


Porky’s infamy, who may be 


NVid TAB TISS "HS4sIded 


VINDAS/UR 


matized for comic effect (e.g., 
she wishes she had bigger 


responsible for the more 
juvenile passages. Mean- 


has no problem separating 
the shows in his head. “Their 


NYWFMOD D9MD "THAGOW ATTY 


Bellows) also works there. 


WWW.SCEEI.COM. - 


Oe 


while, Kelley had moved to 
TV’s L.A. Law and found a 
more suitable collaborator: 
Steven Bochco. 

3ochco had successfully 
combined comedy and drama 
into a single series since Hill 
Street Blues. Under Bochco’s 
tutelage, Kelley found a hap- 
py balance with his many 
L.A. Law scripts. 

Yet when Kelley went out 
on his own with Picket 
Fences, double vision struck 
again. Preachy diatribes 
about Important Issues 
(Alzheimer’s, anti-Semitism) 
clashed with quirky stories 
seemingly lifted from Twin 
Peaks and Northern Expo- 
sure. Even Kelley’s Chicago 
Hope flailed about in its 
first season, uneasily mixing 
the silly (Mandy Patinkin’s 
Geiger biting a fellow 
surgeon’s finger) and the 
cerebral (lengthy medical- 
ethics debates). 

Now, as Kelley pens both 
Ally McBeal and The Prac- 
tice, you can take your pick: 
Kelley Lite or Kelley Dark. 
Again, he seems to have tak- 
en a lesson from mentor 
30chco, who has split his 
personality into shows as di- 
verse as The Byrds of Par- 
adise and NYPD Blue. Boch- 
co’s two new fall series, CBS’ 
harrowing police drama, 


WINNERS OF THE WEEK — 


Hercules and 
Xena 


Kevin Sorbo’s and Lucy 
Lawless’ ancient 
warriors will be 
employed until the 21st 
century: Their shows 
just got renewed 
through 2000. 


Sherilyn Fenn 


The Twin Peaks vet has 
been replaced by Ned 
and Stacey’s Debra 
Messing as the lead in 
ABC’s mid-season sci-fi 
show tentatively titled 
Hungry for Survival. 


Brooklyn South, and ABC’s 
James Belushi goof, Total Se- 
curity, only deepen the di- 
chotomy. Who says network 
TV doesn’t offer a wide vari- 
ety of choices? 


NOTHING, BUT RERUNS 


a a | HAT DID MOST TV view- 
Ww) ers do with their summer 
vacation? They spent it 
with Jerry, Elaine, George, and 
Kramer. NBC’s Seinfeld domi- 
nated the off-season, averaging 
18.1 million viewers (during the 
regular season, it got 30.6). The 
Peacock did well all around, with 
6 of the summer’s top 10 shows 
including 3rd Rock, ER, and both 
the Monday and Tuesday editions of Dateline. Newsmagazines, 
which along with sports programming provided the rare 
chance to see something fresh on the Big Four, delivered for 
all the networks. With an average of 15.6 million viewers, ABC’s 
20/20, which expands to Thursdays this week, was tops, fol- 
lowed by Dateline NBC and CBS’ 60 Minutes. Michael Jordan 
also proved hot. The Bulls’ six-game victory over the Utah 
Jazz for the NBA title (game 5 drew over 30 million viewers) 
was the most-watched single show of the summer season. 


YADA YADA: Seinfeld held the 
line as summer’s No. 1 series 


TOP 30, MAY 23-AUG. 24 


VIEWERS* 
4) FSEINFELDINBOS2iuradage D.iriccals. wade saavures sities mails cntarat 18,1 
2 3RD ROCK FROM THE SUN NBC, Thursday, 9:30 pm. ... 0... e cece 15.6 

20/20 ABC, Friday, 10 p.m 
4) GERNBC; Dhursday.:20 Ditiow, wos. «< vc onn eval ta. seh eee cee 15.3 
5 SUDDENLY SUSAN NBO, Thiursday, 9:80 Pom. vo cccc cece cee cn cen ees 15.2 
6 DATELINE NBC NBC, Monday, 10 pam. oo. 0c cece cece cece cence ees 14.9 
7 TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL CBS, Sunday, 8 p.m. ... : 
8 DATELINENBC NBC, Tuesday, 10 pan. . ccc cece cence cen eneveeeene 14.4 
60 MINUTES CBS, Stnday, 7 p.m... .ccccacavccsarccceeverensanes 14.4 
10 HOME IMPROVEMENT ABC, Tiresday, 9 PM. voce creer c cece eee ne 137 
PRIMETIME LIVE ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. . 
42. iFRIENDSINBODiirsdays Sys mrsialc’s ciate’ e's sletatciasslelale olo'ain's sfe'alee wie 13.3 
13 CBS SUNDAY MOVIE CBS, Sunday, 9 pam. oo. ccc ccc cn cece ese eneees 12.0 
DATELINE NBC NBO, Friday, 9 pat. vcccccccecevse cece eneneneuenes 12.0 


15 THE DREW CAREY SHOW ABC, Wednesday, 9 p.m...... 
16 MEN BEHAVING BADLY NBC, Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
NBC MONDAY NIGHT MOVIE NBC, Monday, 9 p.m 


SPIN‘ CITY ABC, Tiesday/, 9800.91, 6. .ovevenverccnrventecesaresien Nz 

WALKER, TEXAS RANGER CBS, Saturday, 10 p.m. 0.0.0 cece n ence eee nw 
20 ‘FRASIER NBC, Zuesday; 2: .\.. ca cn Seas woe sw die tins de dosnt 10.9 

NBA BASKETBALL NBC, Sunday. .........0 000 cece eee e eee e eee eee 10.9 
Se THE X-FILESINOX, SUNACHG As vas. csecorasats aloo a chia gla thst ashe chi ht ate 10.7 
23 ELLEN ABC, Wednesday, 9:30 p.m 

48 HOURS CBS, Thursday, 10 Pm. ... 00.0 ccc cece eee e cence ee eeees 10.6 


25 CAROLINEINTHECITY NBC, Monday, 9 pam. ........ccc cece eee eee 10.5 
26 cosBy CBS, Monday, 8 p.m 
INK CBS, Monday, 9:30 p.m 


28 SABRINA, THE TEENAGE WITCH ABC, Friday, 8 p.m. ... 0... e cence 10.2 
LAW & ORDER NBC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. ... 20. 00cc cece eee e cence nee 10.2 
SO) PCYBILE CBS ondary, Ore Fave.2 ee vc n'y viate lovin Oaiaislnln eee et gipiatelhiot sede 104 


AVERAGE, IN MILLIONS SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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MONDAY September 8 


ANCHOR AWEIGH | 


7-Sam 

GOOD MORNING, 
AMERICA (ABC) Watch 
out, Katie: Now ABC’s 
got a perky little in- 
genue of its own, as 
Lisa McRee settles into 
the GMA hot seat. 


7-8Pm 

BODY DOUBLES: THE 
TWIN EXPERIENCE 
(HBO, TV-PG) No, nota 
Biography of the Barbi 
sisters, but a docu- 
mentary about the be- 
havioral and biological 
phenomenon of identi- 


8:30pm-12:30am 
HAPPY DAYS 
MARATHON (Nick at 
Nite, TV-G) Sit on it! Your 
couch, that is, as the 
retro geniuses at Nick 
spin eight episodes of 
the classic ’50s-rever- 
ent sitcom. 


[ SERIES DEBUT | 
9-10PM 

ALLY MCBEAL (Fox, 
TV-PG) David E. Kelley’s 
fantasy-infused drama 
about a hearty, heart- 
broken lawyer (Calista 
Flockhart) struggling to 
rebuild her life. 


9-11Ppm 

PERFECT BODY (NBC, 
TV-14) Eating disorders 
are the focus of this TV 
movie, a cautionary tale 
about a gymnast (Amy 
Jo Johnson) whose 
drive to make the 
Olympics turns life- 


Choice Reruns 


ENNIS RODMAN HAS NOTH- 


cal siblings. threatening. 
—— ing on Joe Namath. The New 
SEASON PREMIERE | SYNDICATED* York Jets quarterback was 
8-9Ppm 


MELROSE PLACE (Fox, 
TV-14) Goodbye Doug 
Savant, hello Linden 
Ashby, who joins the 
rogues’ gallery as Dr. 
Brett Cooper, while the 
rest of the gang pick up 
the pieces after Syd- 
ney’s deadly nuptials. 


TUESDAY 


9-11PpmM 
CRIES FROM THE 
HEART (CBS, TV-14) In 
the 1994 telemovie, 
Melissa Gilbert is the 
overwhelmed mother of 
an autistic child, and 
Patty Duke the miracle 
worker who finds a way 
to reach him. 


10-11pm* 

WALLACE STEGNER: 

A WRITER’S LIFE 
(PBS) Robert Redford 
narrates a profile of the 
environmentally pre- 
scient—and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning—novelist. 


"CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


THE PEOPLE’S COURT (TV-G) The show that 
melded real-life jurisprudence with prurient in- 
terest is back, this time with ex-Gotham mayor 
Ed Koch on the bench. Asked about filling the 
robes of the pop-cult fixture that was Judge 
Wapner, the effervescent Koch says: “I have the 
greatest respect for him, his demeanor, his tem- 
perament. But he’s California, he’s orange juice. 
And I’m New York, I’m seltzer.” 


“CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 


September 9 


41pmM-MIDNIGHT 8-11:30Pm 


| HOMICIDE: LIFE ON 


THE STREET (Lifetime, 
TV-14) An all-too-rare 
example of successful 
series inbreeding: The 


| Baltimore dicks join 
| forces with NYC’s Law & 


Order posse to track 
down a terrorist. 


OUT OF AFRICA (TNT, 
TV-PG) Sydney Pol- 
lack’s eye-popping 
1985 drama/biopic 


stars Meryl Streep as 


Danish author Isak 
Dinesen (née Karen 
Blixen), who discov- 
ers adventure and 
love in the Kenyan 


hinterland with Denys 


Finch-Hatten, played 
by Robert Redford. 
See for yourself why 


the epic snagged sev- 


en Oscars—including 
Best Picture, Direc- 
tor, Cinematography, 
and Score. 


sporting panty hose, starring in 
bad movies, and hosting his own 
talk show, 1969’s The Joe Na- 
math Show (Classic Sports Network, 
Wednesdays, 8-8:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 
11-11:30 p.m.), back when Rodman was still 
in a training bra. Namath’s program, which 
aired locally in New York City, was cohost- 
ed by Dick Schaap, coauthor of Namath’s 
best-selling autobiography I Can’t Wait 
Until Tomorrow...’Cause I Get Better 
Looking Every Day. The dimple-chinned 
Super Bow] champ chatted up such celebri- 
ty guests as Muhammad Ali, Woody Allen, 
and Truman Capote (who claimed he 
played “center field” for his boarding school 
football team). With LeRoy Neiman paint- 
ings adorning the set, a groovy theme song, 
and a bubbleheaded announcer known as 
“The Namath Girl,” this is a virtual time 
capsule of the swinging ’60s. The cable net- 
work is re-airing the episodes complete 
with Namath’s vintage commercials for Ex- 
cedrin and Score hair cream. What an aptly 
named product: Namath scored plenty in 
his heyday, both on and off the field. —BF 


-———— —— —— — 


JOCK OF ALL TRADES: Joe Willie huddles with 
The Greatest on Namath, his late-’60s chat show 
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2-3Pm 

ONE LIFE TO LIVE 
(ABC, TV-PG) Angela’s 
Ashes author Frank Mc- 
Court makes an ap- 
pearance—as himself— 
on the soap, joining his 


[| SEASON PREMIERE | 


8-10Pm 

BEVERLY HILLS, 
90210 (Fox, TV-PG) The 
soap’s eighth go-around 
begins in Hawaii, where 


brother, recurring cast the ageless gaggle of 
member Malachy. graduates joins Donna 
| as she weathers a hair- 


7-7:30Pm 
THE CRASH OF 2000: 
A CNET SPECIAL RE- 
PORT (Sci-Fi Channel, 
TV-G) The science-fact 
special looks at efforts 
to deter the “Millenni- 
um Bug,” set to kick in 
when computer time- | adaptation of Scott 

| Turow’s best-selling 


keeping systems click 
into the next century. | murder mystery. 


raising fashion shoot. 


8:30-11PmM 
PRESUMED INNO- 
CENT (CBS, TV-PG) Har- 
rison Ford, Bonnie Be- 
delia, and Raul Julia 
star in the gripping 1990 


10:30-11Ppm 

AUSTIN STORIES (MTV, TV-PG) As a low-key art- 
com copping its cool-dudes-doing-little premise 
from 1991’s generation-defining film Slacker, Sto- 
ries shouldn’t work, but it does. The three endear- 


ingly dorky ragamuffins the show centers on—a 
journalist, an odd-jobs specialist, and a perma- 
nently unemployed schemer—create a relaxing 
and amusing atmosphere that only takes half your 


attention to enjoy. B+ —kKristen Baldwin 


THURSDAY 


9-10PmM 

413 HOPE ST. (Fox, TV- 
14) Damon Wayans gets 
serious as cowriter and 
executive producer of 
this grim drama about 
a NYC teen-crisis cen- 
ter. How grim is it? 
We’re talking HIV, pros- 
titution, crack addic- 
tion—and that’s just in 
the first few minutes. 
The impressive cast in- 
cludes Wayans’ fellow /n 
Living Color alum Kelly 
Coffield and Coming to’ 
America’s Shari Head- 
ley. Best of all is Richard 
Roundtree (Shaft, 
right), who radiates a 


8-8:30PmM 
LIVING SINGLE (Fox, 
TV-PG) Scott Baio’s loss 
is Queen Latifah’s gain, 
as the sisters-doing-it- 
for-themselves sitcom 
is in the spot previously 
reserved for Chachi’s 
troubled Rewind. 


- SERIES DEBUT 5 
8: 30-9Pm 
BETWEEN BROTHERS 
(Fox, TV-PG) Kadeem 


quiet authority as the 
center’s director. Yet, 
against Seinfeld, the 

well-meaning 413 may 
have no Hope. B —BF 
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WEDNESDAY _ScPtember 10 


9-11PM 
CLOVER (USA, TV-PG) In 


| the TV movie Elizabeth 


McGovern plays a 


| woman whose (ulti- 


mately tragic) inter- 
racial marriage puts 
her at odds with her 
husband’s (Ernie Hud- 
son) recalcitrant 
daughter. 


10-11PmM 

PRIMETIME LIVE 
(ABC) Multiple birthing 
is the focus of the spe- 
cial edition wherein 
Diane Sawyer revisits 
the Dilley “six-pack,” 
America’s first surviv- 
ing sextuplets. 
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Hardison and Dondré 
Whitfield are the 
eponymous siblings, 
and Tommy Davidson 
their hapless friend in 
the new sitcom. 


9-10PM 

MIKE WALLACE 
REMEMBERS (CBS) 
The 60 Minutes stalwart 
recalls the professional 
and personal travails of 
his 50-plus years in 
broadcast journalism. 


| 10-11Ppm 


20/20 (ABC) Not content 
with beating Homicide 
on Fridays, Barbara 
Walters and Hugh 
Downs want to take on 
ER too, as the news- 
magazine expands to 
two nights a week. 


The Guest 


Look Who’s onThe 
Couch This Week 


DANNY DEVITO 


ROSIE O’DONNELL Monday Aretha Franklin, 
Joe Lando, Paula Poundstone Tuesday Bryant 
Gumbel, Michael Jordan, musical guests the Bee 
Gees Wednesday Noah Wyle, David Alan Grier, 
musical guest Jon Bon Jovi Thursday Michelle 
Pfeiffer, Lucy Lawless, Mike Wallace Friday 
Musical guest Billy Joel 


DAVID LETTERMAN Monday Danny DeVito, 
Salma Hayek Tuesday Kevin Spacey, Joan Cu- 
sack, Louie Anderson Wednesday Noah Wyle, 
Damon Wayans Thursday Andie MacDowell, 
musical guests Nanci Griffith and Darius Ruck- 
er Friday Jennifer Jason Leigh 


JAY LENO Monday Jason Priestley, Sarah 
Michelle Gellar Tuesday Brooke Shields, boxer 
Oscar De La Hoya, musical guest Amy Grant 
Wednesday Michael Douglas, Lawra San Giaco- 
mo, musical guests the Wilsons Thursday Bob 
Newhart, Carol Leifer, musical guests Garth 
Brooks and Trisha Yearwood 


CONAN O’BRIEN Monday Gloria Reuben, musi- 
cal guests Third Eye Blind Tuesday Chris Rock, 
Michael Moore Wednesday Robert Wuhl, Evel 
Knievel Thursday Michael Palin, Cyndi Lauper 
Friday Andie MacDowell, James Ellroy 


POLITICALLY INCORRECT Monday Jon Stewart, 
Mykelti Williamson (R) Tuesday Beau Bridges, 
Paul Provenza, author Harlan Ellison Wednes- 
day Tia Carrere Thursday Michael Douglas, 
Scott Turow, Arianna Huffington Friday 
Michael Moore, Paul Hogan 


ILLUSTRATION BY DAY 


ip COWLES 


HAVE YOU BEEN POPPED LATELY? 


©1997 Viacom International Inc. 
All rights reserved. 


Pop-Up Video is produced by 
in association with VHI. 


“Stupendous Pop 
Culture” 
- Entertainment Weekly 


“Deliciously 
clever” 
- Los Angeles Times 


“Five seconds and 
you’re hooked” 


- Detroit Free Press 


Jewel spent two 
years living in 
her car. 


MUSIC FIRST 


eeeee 


After 40 years in . 2 
broadcasting, I’ve got 
my finger on the nation’s 
pulse. So take it from 
me. Drink fat free milk. 
Studies suggest that a 
healthy diet rich in lowfat 
dairy products may help 
lower the risk of high 
blood pressure. 
Listen to the King and 

drink up, America, 


MILK 


Where’s your mustache?” 


LARRY KING ©1997 NATIONAL FLUID MILK PROCESSOR PROMOTION BOARD 


TO 


MAXIMUM RISK (Cine- 
max, R) Jean-Claude Van 
Damme plays a truth- 
seeking cop and his identi- 
cal brother in the 1996 ac- 
tioner that costars 
Natasha Henstridge. 


LA FEMME NIKITA (Bra- 
vo, TV-14) The 1990 Luc 
Besson feature that in- 
spired the 1993 American 
remake that inspired the 
current USA series. 


MILLENNIUM (Fox, TV-14) 
You’d think Frank Black 
could take a simple family 
excursion to the nation’s 


September 12 


| | SEASON PREMIERE | 


THE CHRIS ROCK SHOW 
(HBO, TV-MA) The red-hot 
comic re-ups for another 
12 editions of his late-night 
chat-fest. Tonight’s guests: 
Arsenio Hall and rapper 
Sean “Puff Daddy” Combs. 


BETRAYAL SUNDAY (Life- 
time, TV-PG) Football wid- 


Betrayed by Love, Beyond 


ows, unite! Betrayal of Trust, 


September 14 


CAN WE SQUAWK? 


6-8pm 

THE 1997 LIVE EMMY 
AWARD PRE-SHOW (E!) 
The red-carpet crawl 


Betrayal, Love and Betrayal, 
and Danielle Steel’s Full Cir- 
cle make up the daylong TV- 
movie fest honoring the fine 


past Joan and Melissa 
Rivers (above) has be- 
come a rite of passage for 
television’s finest. And 


pulled into a murder probe. \* 
But no! (Part 1 of 2.) (R) 


capital without getting - / ii 


SEASON PREMIERE é 


MIDNIGHT-12:30Aam 


MR. SHOW WITH BOB AND DAVID (HBO, TV-MA) Emmy- 
winning Ben Stiller Show alumni Bob Odenkirk (above 
left, also of The Larry Sanders Show) and David Cross 
(right, of Waiting for Guffman) return for a third sea- 
son of surreal sketch comedy. 


a. 

SERIES RETURN 
6:30-7Pm 
MUPPETS TONIGHT (Dis- 
ney, TV-G) There’s less 
Kermit, but this Muppet 
show is just as hilarious as 
the ’70s original. Big-name 
guest stars (Sandra Bul- 
lock, Billy Crystal, Garth 
Brooks) and insane sketch- 
es, like a Hee-Haw parody 
starring The Artist (above), 
amount to a kids’ show 
that’s really for adults. 


SPACE JAM (HBO, PG) It 
combines state-of-the-art 


} animation with live action, 


plus the star power of 
Michael Jordan and Bugs 
Bunny—no wonder the flick 
netted a $90 million gross 
last winter. 


THE PLOT TO KILL HITLER 
(The History Channel, TV-PG) 
Brad Davis stars in the 1990 TV 
movie of the misbegotten 
1944 assassination attempt. 


THE 77TH ANNUAL MISS 
AMERICA PAGEANT (ABC, 
TV-G) Finally, two-piece 
swimsuits complement the 
one-track minds vying for 
pulchritudinous primacy, 
live from Atlantic City. 


art of duplicity. 


TV-PG) The beauty of the 


terpiece—starring Jim 
Carrey, Jeff Daniels, and 
Lauren Holly—is its ability 
to reduce even the most 
priggish highbrows to 
chortling juveniles. Don’t 
believe us? Give it a try. 


BABY, THAT’S ROCK ’N’ 
ROLL: A CELEBRATION 
OF THE SONGS OF 
LEIBER AND STOLLER 


the songwriting duo that 
brothers for the jukebox 


the Drifters, and the 
Coasters, to name a few. 


DUMB AND DUMBER (TBS, 


Farrelly Brothers’ 1994 mas- 


(Bravo, TV-PG) A tribute to 
became a sort of Gershwin 


era, penning hits for Elvis, 


RAW FOOTAGE (indepen- 
dent Film Channel, TV-PG) 


win picks the brain of an 
independent filmmaker. 
Tonight’s subject: docu- 
mentarian Robert Drew. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


SERIES DEBUT ] 


Each week, host Alec Bald- 


while mom and daughter 
agree that Helen Hunt, 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus, and 
Christine Baranski are 
consistently fab, they’ll 
have their eyes peeled for 
the more, um, unpre- 
dictable attendees. For 
instance, David Duchovny, 
whose look, Melissa says, 
can vary “from the 
frightening to the amaz- 
ing. He’s always the wild 
card.” Joan, meanwhile, 
says of Cybill Shepherd: “1 
just want to see what ass 
has dressed her this year. 
They’ll put her in a per- 
fectly beautiful red satin 
suit, and then they'll put 
white sneakers and gloves 
on her, like she’s going to 
a minstrel show.” Ouch! 


MY FAVORITE MARTINI 
WITH THE SURREAL 
GOURMET (TV Food Net- 
work, TV-G) As much per- 
formance artist as chef, 
Bob Blumer turns his 
tweaked attentions to 
lounge culture witha 
special celebrating the 
cocktail. 
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Yokel Hero 


Was Jimmy Stewart’s aw-shucks image just an act? Nope. Was he really 
so damnably decent? Yup. According to an admiring new bio, the film 
legend was as gosh-darn good off screen as on. by Alexandra Jacobs 


Pieces 
Of Time 
BY GARY FISHGALL 


$27.50 


ANYONE HUNKERING DOWN 
to write a juicy tell-all about 
the recently deceased Jimmy 
Stewart is in for a tough 
time of it. 

For one thing, there is 
next to no dirt to kick up 
about Mr. Wonderful Life. No 
new dirt, anyway. Most col- 
leagues from his naughty 
bachelor days—when he 
squired this and that 
shapely young thing to 
MGM premieres, uri- 
nated his name in the 
snow with Henry Fon- 
da, and supposedly 
4 knocked up Marlene 
Dietrich—are either 
dead, doddering, or 
terminally discreet. 

And most observers 


SCRIBNER 


Mika 


130 1) Sor7, 


of his heroic tour of 
duty in World War II, his 
heroic-for-Hollywood 45-year 
marriage, or his beyond hero- 
ic (you might say stubborn) 
adherence, on screen and off, 
to traditional Amahrican val- 
ues—right down to those 
Jampbell’s soup ads—seem 
too overwhelmed by the 
gosh-darn apple piety of it all 


| to cough up anything but ge- 


nial platitudes. 
Really, the most shocking 
bit of goods on the actor is 


| that in his twilight years, he 


occasionally donned a toupee. 

Hard luck for Gary Fish- 
gall, author of the fortuitous- 
ly scheduled, meticulously re- 
searched Pieces of Time: The 
Life of James Stewart. Fish- 
gall also has the poor fortune 
of having been beaten to the 
punch by novelist Donald 
Dewey, who came out last 
year with the quite compre- 
hensive James Stewart (Tur- 
ner Publishing)—a work that, 
if we are to trust Fishgall’s 
bibliography, he studiously 
resisted consulting. 

Of course, in addition to 
the Stewart anecdotes that 
have become common cur- 


ILLUSTRATION BY JACK UNRUH 


TRATION BY STEPHEN SAVAGE 


ius 


INPAPERBAGK 


HELLO, HE LIED Lynda Obst 
(Broadway, $13, first published 
in 1996) Contact producer Obst 
enlivens her how-she-made-it 
story with sketches of Hollywood 
corporate culture. 


THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS 
Scott Turow (WarnerVision, 
$7.99, 1996) The Presumed Inno- 
cent author’s best book thus far: 
a superb courtroom drama 

that’s also a story of Viet- 
nam-era disillusionment. 


rency—his accor- 
dion playing, Kath- 
arine Hepburn 
bossing him around 
when he took her up in his 
plane, his crusade against col- 
orization—the two biogra- 
phers can’t help but share the 
same rapidly dwindling pool 
of interviewees. The overlap 
includes Doris Day, Joan 
Fontaine, Charlton Heston, 
Janet Leigh, Jack Lemmon, 
and the late Robert Mitchum. 
Fishgall, a Broadway dra- 
ma critic and former actor- 
director who handles Stew- 
art’s early stage years in New 
York with obvious relish, adds 
Sandra Dee and Hedy La- 
marr, among others, to this lu- 
minous roster. Judging from 
his sometimes overextended 
background work—loved the 
five-generation family tree— 
he also befriended a librarian 
or two along the way. And he 
appears to have secured con- 
siderable cooperation from 
Stewart’s unsurprisingly well- 
adjusted, non-biz progeny. 
And guess what? Not one 
of these individuals confirms 


that Stewart was in fact a 
cross-dressing Communist. 

What they do confirm is 
that this was an American 
whose reputation we're high- 
ly invested in keeping 
squeaky-clean, right to the 
corners. Fishgall writes off 
Stewart’s alleged mistreat- 
ment of Dietrich to simple 
passivity (engendered, he 
suggests, by a dominating fa- 
ther) and backs away from an 
exploration of wife Gloria’s 
jealousy of Rear Window co- 
star and rumored object of 
worship Grace Kelly. 

He concentrates instead on 
diligently tracing a career 
that was built not in the 
grand, glamorous swoops of 

the studio era but 

rather through dribs 
and drabs and a grad- 
ual fumbling toward 
roles of increasing 
intensity. 
Deprived of scandal, 
the book becomes 
everyone’s half-hour Very 
Special Tribute. “I think he’s 
funny because he never 
changes his intonation on 
things. So you never know 
what’s coming out of his 
mouth,” offers Dee. Fishgall 
sums it up thus: “He is our 
mirror. And we like what we 
see.” Mmmm, sort of. 

But since the famously 
humble actor never offered a 
book of his own, save those 
damn poems—no autobiogra- 
phy named Me, Myself, and I 
for this fella—somebody’s got 
to do the mythmaking. 

And one needn’t, as Fish- 
gall swears he did, sit down 
and take in each and every 
one of Stewart’s 79 feature 
films (given his prose’s occa- 
sional bleariness, one’s in- 
clined to believe him) to en- 
joy a little self-indulgent 
sentimentality about our loss. 

Enough biographies. Bring 
on the biopic. B 


SHELVED: Eisner’s book 


® GOING BUST? Gadfly publisher Lyle Stu- 
art—whose Barricade Books has brought 
out the bomb manual The Anarchist’s Cook- 
book and The Turner Diaries, the book found 
on Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh 
at the time of his arrest—says he is not 
shutting down his publishing house despite 
having lost a legal battle that may force the 
company into bankruptcy. A Las Vegas court recently awarded 
areported $3 million to Steve Wynn, who had sued Stuart over 
a line in Barricade’s spring ’95 catalog for Running Scared: 
The Dangerous Life and Treacherous Times of Las Vegas Casino 
King Steve Wynn: “This book details why a Scotland Yard report 
calls Wynn a front man for the Genovese family.” Stuart’s 
lawyers are seeking a retrial. Wynn, who hasn’t yet tried to col- 
lect on his winnings, isn’t finished with Stuart: The gambling 
baron has also filed suit over the actual book. 


JOWN PASCHAL/CELEDRITY PHOTO 


@ SIGNS OF LIFE It’s not all gloom and doom at Harper- 
Collins: The company has just started a new imprint, Cliff 
Street Books, headed by the house’s former editor in chief 
Diane Reverand. Reverand, whose list launches this month, 
has already paid $250,000 for Gary Indiana’s Three Month 
Fever, a nonfiction novel in the tradition of In Cold Blood, 
about spree killer Andrew Cunanan. 


™ KATZ AND MOUSE The spat between DreamWorks SKG’s 
Jeffrey Katzenberg and his former boss at Disney, CEO Michael 
Eisner, appears to have cost Random House a major title, at 
least for now. The publisher, which had planned to bring out 
Eisner’s autobiography this fall, recently announced that 
the book would be indefinitely postponed. Insiders speculate 
that the decision was sparked by Katzenberg’s $250 
million suit against Disney and his expected attempt 
to use the transcripts Eisner made for the 
book against him. Disney spokesman 
John Dreyer insists that’s not so: 
“The book is still a work in progress. 
The lawsuit is totally and complete- 
ly unrelated.” As an aside: Random 
House has also just lost the two top 
executives from its hot imprint 
Villard, publisher of the recent best- 
sellers Into Thin Air and The Unlikely 
Spy. Villard publisher David Rosenthal 
will become publisher of the Simon & 
Schuster imprint, and Annik 
LaFarge will move with him — 
as associate publisher. ' 
—Matthew Flamm 
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Nonfiction 
BABYHOOD Paul Reiser (Rob Weis- 


bach Books, $22) If you don’t al- 
ready tune in to Mad About You, 
but absolutely must know what 
Paul Reiser thinks about babies 
(his real-life son, Ezra Samuel, is a 
toddler), then pick up this book. 
Reiser’s follow-up to 1995’s best- 
selling Couplehood is an innocuous 
collection of aimless anecdotes and 
observational shtick, most of 
which will more than likely turn 
up this fall on Mad, where, coinci- 
dentally, his character became a 


first-time father last May. Besides | 


a few straightforward notes about 
the downside of parenting, Baby- 
hood is packed with setup-punch- 
line zingers (“People often ask me, 
‘What's the difference between 
couplehood and babyhood?’ In a 
word? Moisture”) that will proba- 
bly sit better on a sitcom than a 
bookshelf. G+ —Kristen Baldwin 


ALL OVER BUT THE rigid Rick 
Bragg (Pantheon, $25) This is a 
great book: a poem disguised asa 
memoir, a gift from a son to his 
mother, a primer on reporting. 
Nominally it is the first-person 
story of how Bragg, a New York 
Times national correspondent, 
went from his poverty-stricken be- 
ginnings in Alabama to a Pulitzer 
Prize for feature writing. Bragg 
began his career at small papers in 
Alabama and Florida before being 
snatched up by the Times, which 
recognized in him what is appar- 
ent on every page of this book: an 
extraordinary talent for conveying 
a story through the details, a flair 


est. A 


journalist—chronicler of 


for the unexpected metaphor, and 
a compassion for his subjects. 
There are faults here, to be sure— 
for a man who sees so clearly into 
the souls of others, Bragg tends 
to leave his own alone—but the 
quibbles are minor when compared 
with the overall joy of reading 
his words. Language at its loveli- 
—Vanessa V. Friedman 


TRAVELS ALONG THE EDGE: 40 ULTI- 
MATE ADVENTURES FOR THE MODERN 
NOMAD—FROM GROSSING THE SA- 
HARA TO BICYCLING THROUGH VIET- 
NAM David Noland (Vintage Depar- 
tures, $14) Ernest Hemingway 
wannabes spent $8 billion on ad- 
venture travel last year, and Out- 
side magazine contributor Noland 
here details 40 of the most chal- 
lenging trips. Along with travel 
tips (like listing potentially deadly 
diseases to be caught while rafting 
on Ethiopia’s Omo River), he rates 
each according to difficulty, from 
one (a Botswana safari on the back 
of a gentle elephant) to five (climb- 
ing Mount Everest). An emphasis 
on prepackaged tours seems a bit 
odd, but the range of ideas may en- 
tice even potato-ish types from 


| their couches. B —Megan Harlan 


CHEVROLET SUMMERS, DAIRY QUEEN 
NIGHTS Bob Greene (Viking, $24.95) 
With the death of Charles Kuralt, 
Chicago Tribune columnist Bob 


Greene inherits the mantle of 


America’s leading Cracker Barrel 
Mid- 
western state fairs, bard of small- 


town front porches, troubadour of 


lifelong friendships and high 
school athletic events. But there’s 


CRIB NOTES:.Reiser’s bland Babyhood goes down like mashed bananas 


a good deal more to his latest col- 


lection than nostalgia: Many of 


these economical, gracefully writ- 
ten pieces lament what he calls 
“the numb sloppiness that has 
taken over the fabric of American 
life.” B —Gene Lyons 


ROUGH MIX Jimmy Bowen and Jim 
Jerome (Simon & Schuster, $25) 
Before his 1995 retirement, Jimmy 
Bowen was the most powerful man 
in Nashville, a hit producer and, 
over the years, head of several ma- 


jor record companies. But his blunt 


way of handling people eventually 


did him in, and if he hadn’t retired, 
Garth Brooks—whose ego match- 
ed Bowen's had him 
canned at Capitol Records. This 
autobiography recounts with wit 
and verve Bowen’s rise from teen 
musician to music-industry vision- 
ary and never shies away from the 
tough stuff, even coming clean on 
vote-brokering for the Country 
Music Awards. But as honest as 
Bowen is, he comes across as a 
self-righteous braggart much of 
the time. He may be the hippest 
Nashville cat ever to strut the al- 
ley, but braggadocio doesn’t look 
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In a powerful call to action, the New York Times bestselling author outlines a 
compelling plan to reunite our nation. Simon & Schuster $24.00. Barnes & Noble $16.80 


Price sifective through 9/18/97. 


‘Cod’ 


The blurb for this book, 


subtitled A Biography of 
the Fish That Changed 
the World, raptly in- 


tones: “Wars have been 
fought over it, revolu- 
tions have been spurred 
by it.... [Mark Kurlansky] 
brings to life the cod it- 
self: its personality, hab- 
its, extended family, and 
ultimately [its] trag- 
edy.” One helluva fish. 


any more attractive on Bowen 
than it does on his old nemesis 
Brooks. B —Alanna Nash 


Fiction 

A DRY SPELL Susie Moloney (Dela- 
corte, $23.95) Everybody’s talking 
about the weather in the small 
North Dakota town of Goodlands, 
cursed with a devastating drought 
while, spookily, just outside town 


the rain falls normally. Banker | 


— 
/ gry spirits, Moloney intertwines 


Karen Grange, desperate after 
overseeing so many foreclosures, 


solicits the help of a legendary 
=" \ rainmaker, Thompson Keatley. 


While the two deflect the sus- 
N picions of paranoid locals, un- 
earth the town’s secrets, and 

do battle with torrents of an- 


powerful psychological, supernat- 
ural, and sexual undereurrents— 
making Dry Spell an absorbing 
rainy-afternoon read. B+ —MH 


SIBERIAN LIGHT Robin White (Dela- 
covte, $23.95) Imagine a Siberian 
Columbo, a bumbling but brilliant 
sleuth in the frozen reaches of the 
former Soviet Union, and you'll 
have an idea what Nowek, the 
hero of this thriller, is like. Add an 
ex—KGB officer, an American com- 
pany that wants to exploit the 
area’s natural resources, a beauti- 
ful Russian American out to save 
the Siberian tiger, some question- 
able underworld characters, plus 
several murders to the mix, and 


| you get an idea what Nowek must 


contend with in this tightly plotted 
read. It’s the print equivalent of a 
long, lazy evening with a bottle of 
Stolichnaya: At the end, it packs a 
powerful punch. B+ VVF 


THE MIRROR Lynn Freed (Crown, 
$21) An English-born housekeeper 
working in postwar South Africa, 
Agnes La Grange becomes a self- 
made woman after a series of 
shrewd real estate investments. 
She uses men and finally falls for 
one, catching “the stupid sickness” 
that makes a woman “helpless and 
hopeless like any fool in a book.” 
But she recovers and triumphs— 
ambivalently—as a single mother. 
Agnes is Moll Flanders without ex- 
cuses—an enchanting and infuriat- 
ing heroine, both admirable and 
wrongheaded in her commitment 
to honesty and her pursuit of ad- 
venture. A —Margot Mifflin 


THE BROWSER 


Opening lines from recently published books 


“High on the side of the tall ship, | held up my little boy | 
and said, ‘Look, there’s London.’ Dockland: muddy creeks and 
channels, greyish rotting wooden walls and beams, cranes, 

tugs, big and little ships.” From Wa/king in the Shade, 1949 to 


1962, by DORIS LESSING (HarperCollins, 


“When | WaS twelve years old God spoke to my father for 
the first time. God didn’t say much. He told my father to be a 
painter and left it at that, returning to a seat amongst the 
angels...” From Four Letters of Love, by NIALL WILLIAMS 


(Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $ 


$27.50) 


Coon oat ®@N wa 


tember is worse than wearing white after 
Labor Day. Ergo, the success of erudite neo- 
phyte Arundhati Roy—and Charles Frazier’s 
ascent via Cold Mountain—amid a receding 


THESE “THINGS” HAPPEN 


BEST-SELLERS 


HAT’S THIS? Serious lit on the list? 
Seems there are still folks for 
whom toting a trashy read in Sep- 


tide of big-name blockbusters. What if God becomes one of 
them? It has over 100,000 copies in print after eight pressruns. 


a 
° 


WEEKS ON LIST 


COLD MOUNTAIN Charles Frazier, Atlantic Monthly, $24 .........0.006 10 
UNNATURAL EXPOSURE Patricia Cornwell, Putnam, $25.95 .........0606 6 
SPECIAL DELIVERY Danielle Steel, Delacorte, $16.95 .........0ceesseeed 9 
PLUM ISLAND Nelson DeMille, Warner, $25 .........00 cece cece eeeees 14 
LONDON Edward Rutherfurd, Crown, $25.95 ........000 ccc cence eens 14 


THE PARTNER John Grisham, Dowbleday, $26.95 0.0.06... 0 ccc eee e eee 
THE NOTEBOOK Nicholas Sparks, Warner, $16.95 .......... Z 
THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS Arundhati Roy, Random House, $22 ........ 4 


IF THIS WORLD WERE MINE I). Lynn Harris, Doubleday, $23.95 .........! 6 
SERPENT’S TOOTH F’aye Kellerman, Morrow, $24.50 0... .0.e00 cee een eee 3 


1 


10 


ANGELA'S ASHES Frank McCourt, Scribner, $24 .......... Coons oo 49 
THE MAN WHO LISTENS TOHORSES ....... Maleate stavsferacd oe \ayatacs sata aia ialetnl aka 3 
Monty Roberts, Random House, $23 

THE PERFECT STORM Sebastian Junger, Norton, $28.95 ..... Abaoas 10 
INTO THIN AIR Jon Krakauer, Villard, $24.95 .....0.ccceceeeeveecees 18 
CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD, BOOK! .............. Agata Valet stiOO 
Neale Donald Walsch, Putnam, $19.85 

SIMPLE ABUNDANCE Sarah Ban Breathnach, Warner, $17.95 ....... cet 
THE MILLIONAIRE’ NEXT DOOR Ss, siasssravsio1cr stots simak adie Bieta cis'siare nelele vn 7 
Thomas J. Stanley and William D. Danko, Longstreet, $22 

MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF GOOD ANDEVIL ........... ca shicae 133 
John Berendt, Random House, $238 j 

THE BIBLE CODE Michael Drosnin, Simon & Schuster, $25 ........-...+ a 
BRAIN DROPPINGS George Carlin, Hyperion, $19.95 ......0..02-0000es 1 


TRADE PAPERBACKS 


ovoag 


DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF... Richard Carlson, Hyperion, $9.95 ..... 21 
SONGS IN ORDINARY TIME Mary McGarry Morris, Penguin, $13.95 ...... 10 
CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE TEENAGE SOUL ............. cc eeeeceeeeecenee 13 


J. Canfield, M.V. Hansen, and K. Kirberger, 

Health Communications, $12.95 

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE WOMAN'S SOUL .......... 0.6.0 cece cece eee’ 45 
J. Canfield, M.V. Hansen, J. Read Hawthorne, and M. Shimoff, 

Health Communications, $12.95 


THE COLOR OF WATER James McBride, Riverhead, $12 .............066 25 
SHE’S COME UNDONE Wally Lamb, Washington Square Press, $14...... a 
AT HOME IN MITFORD Jan Karon, Penguin, $11.95 0.0.0.0... 0cc eee eenee 2 
CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE CHRISTIAN SOUL ........... 0.000 cece e ese eeee 1 
J. Canfield, M.V. Hansen, P. Aubery, and N. Mitchell, 

Health Communications, $12.95 

INTO THE WILD Jon Krakauer, Dowbleday/Anchor, $12.95 .........+++. 22 
ACIVIL ACTION Jonathan Harr, Vintage, $13 .......... eee eee e ee eae! 43 


SOURCE: PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


133 


Tune in to 


ai NBC’s Refreshingly Funny Monday. 


Fired Up Caroline in the City The Naked Truth 
8/7pm 8:30/7:30pm 9/8PM 9:30/8:30PM 


Why? Because all of us here at Ocean Spray think these shows are 
pretty funny, not to mention the fact we’re having 
a sweepsta kes - one with 120 grand prizes. 
(So you might actually win something.) Here’s what you 
gotta do to enter: call us toll-free at 1-888-44-OSPRAY with the 


UPC# (it’s the number below that bar code thingy) 
from the back of any Ocean Spray product. Then tune into NBC 
for Refreshingly Funny Monday ON October 6th. 
If you see your name after one of the shows, you'll 
win a big screen TV so huge, 
you may just have to get a bigger place. So good luck and 


don’t forget to pick up a couple bottles of Ocean Spray. 


Refreshingly Honest” 


oteal This Hook 


LeAnn Rimes’ resurrection of an old hit doesn’t light up our life, 
and neither does the recent glut of remakes. by David Browne 


THE SUBTITLE OF LEANN 
Rimes’ new album—‘“Inspira- 
tional Songs”—isn’t the most 
portentous part of its cover. 
Nor is it the surprisingly drab 
artwork, which has the low- 
budget look of a telemarketed 
album. No, what’s most strik- 
ing about the cover of Rimes’ 


third record is the album’s ti- | 


PHOTOGRAPH BY DAN PEEBLES 


tle: You Light Up My Life. 
Yes, that “You Light Up 
My Life,” Debby Boone’s 
white-zombie ballad from 
1977, and now the first single 
from Rimes’ album. Save for 


a lonely pedal steel guitar | 


that wafts through it, Rimes 
and her producers haven’t 
toyed one bit with the origi- 


nal. From the opening 
piano chords to the or- 
chestral swell in the chorus, 
Boone’s version is treated as 
if it were a sacred text not to 
be desecrated. 

What’s most disturbing 
about Rimes’ rendition, 


Rimes 


You Light Up 
My Life 
CURB 


remakes or hits that 
blatantly sample rec- 
ognizable hooks. Sure, 
covers have been as 
much a part of rock as 
merchandising: Don’t 
forget that Elvis’ 
“Hound Dog” was a 
swipe of Big Mama 
Thornton’s version of 
three years earlier. 
But the trend is now so out of 
hand, and so cynical, that it’s 
becoming increasingly hard 
to distinguish an oldies sta- 
tion from a Top 40 outlet. 


though, is how snugly it fits | JUST REDO IT: Bible belter Rimes 
in with the current flood of | attempts a new lease on “Life” 
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@ MAC ATTACK: Fleetwood Mac’s Mick Fleetwood hasn’t 
stopped believing in yesterday. With The Dance at the top 
of the charts and the Mac’s fall reunion tour imminent, the 
lanky drummer is busy producing a Rumours tribute album. 
Among those who will help reprise tracks from FM’s 1977 
milestone: Jewel (“You Make Loving Fun”), the Cranberries 
(“Go Your Own Way”), matchbox 20 (“Never Going Back 
Again”), Tonic (“Second Hand News”), and Goo Goo Dolls 
(“1 Don’t Want to Know”). The CD will be released next year 
on Fleetwood Music/Lava/Atlantic. Carl Stubner, the album’s 
coexecutive producer, says: “The artists were all picked 
by Mick as representative of the best of a new generation.” 
Now, there’s a nasty rumor. —Tom Sinclair 


M™@ SPRINGFIELD MASS: Add yet another U.S. city to U2’s 
ambitious PopMart Tour: Springfield. Following in the foot- 
steps of such past musical guest stars as the Smashing Pump- 
kins, Sting, and Tony Bennett, the Irish rockers will likely lend 
their voices to the 200th episode of Fox’s The 

Simpsons, which airs next May. Homer 
runs for the office of sanitation 
commissioner and tries to rock 
the vote by campaigning at a U2 
concert. “Knowing U2’s strong 
political consciousness and 
Americans’ passionate feelings 
about weekly trash pickup, it 
seems like the perfect match,” 
says Simpsons exec producer Mike 
Scully. Hey, where’s the cameo by 
Garbage? —Dan Snierson 


@ POP STRIFE: It’s unlikely that The 
Artist Whom Most People Still Call Prince 
will be doing lunch with Elvis Costello 
anytime soon. Reportedly, Costello cut 

a highly eccentric version of Prince’s 
“Pop Life” some time ago and sentitto « 
The Artist for his approval; after hear- \ 
ing it, Prince turned a deeper shade of 
purple and forbade its release. Costello 
responded by recording a new song, “The 
Bridge | Burned.” Interested parties can 
judge the extent of the conflagration on 
Oct. 21, when “Bridge” is released asa 
bonus track on Costello’s Extreme Honey: 
The Very Best of the Warner Bros. Years. 
Fellas, can’t we all just get along? —7TS 


Pa 


A “BRIDGE” TOO FAR: Elvis fingers Prince 
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Remakes generally fall into 
one of two categories, neither 
of them a pretty sight. First 
are the stalled music-biz vet- 
erans groping their way back 
onto the charts. 10,000 Mani- 
acs, in search of life beyond 
Natalie Merchant, have re- 
cast Roxy Music’s ghoulishly 
elegant “More Than This” as 
anemic folk rock; although it’s 
working its way up the Top 
40, rarely has the phrase “It 
was fun for a while” resonat- 
ed more. On his latest release, 
LL Cool J, who should know 


better, opts for an update of | 


New Edition’s “Candy Girl.” | 
(Perhaps his sitcom career is | 


cutting into his songwriting 
time.) Lisa Stansfield, whose 
lone top 10 hit (1990's “All 
Around the World”) was a 
savvy homage to heavy-soul 
breather Barry White, re- 
turns from wherever she’s 
been with a pointless 
cover of White’s 
“Never, Never Gon- 
na Give You Up,” its 
air of desperation 
heightened by au 
courant touches like 
turntable scratching 
and a “Yea-aah, check 
it!” rap section. 
The second group- 


comers all too eager to 


| make their mark. Az Yet are 
_e thanks to their bleat-by- 
¢ numbers retread of Chica- 
go’s “Hard to Say I’m | 


now officially on the map 


a 


Sorry.” Elsewhere on the 
pop chart, the R&B quar- 


tet Allure walk through Lisa 


Lisa and Cult Jam’s 1986 bal- 
lad “All Cried Out.” Diana 
King is breaking through with 
a dance-club recasting of the 
Bacharach-David standard “I 
Say a Little Prayer.” Who 


\ cares if the beats steamroll 
~ right over the tangled emo- 


tions of the lyric, right? 
As many of the above 


ILLUSTRATION BY STEPHEN SAVAGE 


ing consists of new- | 


RUN FROM 


Singles we hope will never 
see the light of disc: 


@ “i’m Your Boogie Man,” by 
Marilyn Manson 


@ “Father Figure,” by Jakob 
Dylan 


@ “| Want a New Drug,” by 
Scott Weiland 


@ “Love Is a Battlefield,” by 
Whitney Houston 


@ “Gypsies, Tramps and 
Thieves,” by the Spice Girls 


@ “My Ding-a-ling,” by 
Michael Jackson 


@ “Get Out of My Dreams (and 
Into My Car),” by Eddie Murphy 


tellingly reveal, the remake 
assault has been both the 
boon and bane of R&B. Con- 
sider Warren G’s “I Shot the 
Sheriff,” Seal’s “Fly Like an 
Eagle,” and Ginuwine’s 
“When Doves Cry,” obvious 
recent examples of a genre in 
which back-catalog surfing 
has overtaken actual song- 
writing. Wyclef Jean’s “We 
Trying to Stay Alive,” which 
samples bell-bottom-wide 
chunks of the Bee Gees’ an- 
them, is merely the latest and 
most slavish example of the 
way in which the Fugees are 
making a career out of resur- 
recting oldies. R&B’s current 
kingpin, producer and solo 
act Sean “Puffy” Combs, 
seems to have earned a de- 
gree in the art of breaking 
into other people’s songs and 
hauling off the best parts. 
The best licks in his produc- 
tions are wholesale appropri- 
ations—from the Police’s 


“Every Breath You Take” in “T’ll Be 
Missing You” (and other tracks on his 
No Way Out album) to Diana Ross’ 
“T’m Coming Out” in the Notorious 
B.I.G.’s posthumous hit, “Mo Money Mo 
Problems.” The most imaginative sam- 
pling sews together bits of various 
records to form an entirely new piece of 
music, but Combs is simply M.C. Ham- 
mer with street cred. 

The blame for this dubious state of af- 
fairs (next up: Janet Jackson doing Rod 
Stewart’s “Tonight’s the Night [Gonna 
Be Alright]” on her new album, out next 
month) doesn’t lie just with idea- 
deprived songwriters and musicians but 
with the business itself. At a time when 
thousands of albums and singles are re- 
leased each month, it’s hard to fault tal- 
ent for recording familiar songs—how 
else to get noticed? 

Rimes is no longer a newcomer, nor is 
she a hit-starved veteran. Yet much of 
You Light Up My Life consists of unnec- 
essary covers. Coming off like an eager- 
to-please Star Search finalist, she plows 
full volume and nuance-free through 
faithful renditions of “The Rose,” 
“Amazing Grace,” and “Bridge Over 
Troubled Waters.” (The addition of an s 
to the latter’s title is as innovative as 
Rimes gets.) The arrangements forsake 
the sleek honky-tonk of her debut, Blue, 
for gloppy adult contemporary. 

If that sounds odd, you haven’t heard 
the other half of it. One of the most puz- 
zling hodgepodges ever assembled by a 
superstar act, the album (which Rimes’ 
people insist isn’t the true follow-up to 
Blue) also tosses in her current hit, the 
Con Air windstorm “How Do I Live,” as 
well as “God Bless America” and the 
national anthem. (Is this her Super Bowl 
audition tape?) What ties these strands 
together is, again, the disc’s subtitle. 
Rimes sings hits like “The Rose” as if they 
were hymns, and the non-brand-name 
tracks are overtly Christian: “Clinging to 
a Saving Hand” (the Lord’s, that is), “I 
Know Who Holds Tomorrow” (Jesus), and 
“Ten Thousand Angels Cried” (over the 
Crucifixion). Since Debby Boone always 
insisted that the subject of “You Light Up 
My Life” was no mere mortal but the Lord 
himself, there may be some method to 
Rimes’ madness. Perhaps she should have 
called the album The Resurrections. C- 
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The Week 


VANESSA WILLIAMS Next (Mercy) 
Vanessa Williams has a talent for 
turning steamy pop clichés into 
platinum records, so it comes as no 
great surprise that her fourth pop 
studio release is packed with lots 
of radio-friendly love, longing, and 
loss. The up-tempo assertiveness 
of “Happiness” and the bitter- 
sweet “Start Again” (written and 
produced by R. Kelly) should es- 
pecially please fans of her come- 
hither style. B- =—David Grad 


HELIUM The Magic City (Matador) 
This sophomore effort finds the 
Boston trio replacing the lurching 
venom of its prior work with a gen- 
tler art-pop approach that meshes 
nicely with singer/guitarist Mary 
Timony’s impressionistically re- 
vealing lyrics. The austere beauty 
of tunes like ““Leon’s Space Song,” 
“Lullaby of the Moths,” and “Cos- 
mic Rays” is underscored by a sub- 
tle air of menace that deepens 
their musical and psychological 
resonance. A= —Scott Schinder 


With real chocolate chips, so there’s no excuse not to try ‘em. 


60 Calories’ 0 Excuses 


RIC OCASEK Troublizing (Colwmbia) 
The driving force behind the Cars 
turned up the hook quotient for his 
first solo album in four years. You'll 
find melodies pert enough to recall 
his old hits, abetted by nostalgic 
new-wave production from Billy 
Corgan. On the downside, Ocasek’s 


deadpan delivery ultimately reads | 


as distant, and his songs retain a 
mechanical quality that makes 
even the most appealing seem like 
small conceits. B= —Jim Farber 


VARIOUS ARTISTS Deep Concentra- 
tion (Om) Anyone who thinks 
turntable scratching went out of 
style with early rap should have his 
or her mind modestly blown by this 
compilation of the new wave of DJs. 
Using two (or three) turntables and 
the occasional microphone, innova- 
tors like L.A.’s Cut Chemist, New 
York veteran Prince Paul, and the 
Bay Area’s Lyrics Born & Lateef 
create sweeping, spooky sound- 
scapes from whiplash scratches and 
sampled beats. The sound of hip- 
hop chilling out while never losing 
its vibrancy. A- —DB 


GIRL NEXT DOOR: Williams’ latest should be right at home on the radio 


PIZZICATO FIVE Happy End of the 
World (Matador/Capitol) Japan’s 
favorite avant-lounge duo returns 
with a more club-oriented set, but 
their blend of ’60s kitsch and savvy 
pop-culture references remains in- 
tact, giving the Cardigans a run for 


the retro-hip money. And while | 


chanteuse Maki Nomiya’s breezy 
vocals recall a spacier age of Pucci 
prints and That Girl, the Five are 
at their best when eras collide, as 
on “The Earth Goes Around,” with 
| its canny blend of drum-and-bass 
| rhythms and Sergio Mendes-style 
bossa nova. A- —Matt Diehl 


*Per serving 


Now Topped ith 3 
Real chocolate Chins : 


INEULAO/NVIEL TV INOVN 


ILLUSTMATION BY DREW FRIEOMAN 


LOSER OF THE WEEK 


John Fogerty 


When it comes to court 


battles, the rocker ain’t 
no fortunate son. A 
judge has ruled that 
Fogerty can’t stop his 
former bassist and 
drummer from touring 
as Creedence 
Clearwater Revisited. 


SHAGGY Midnite Lover (Virgin) Two 
years after striking crossover gold 
with Boombastic, Shaggy abandons 
the hardcore flavor of that ram- 
bunctious top 5 single for reggae- 
spiced R&B. But his third album is 
mostly spineless, watered-down 
stuff, better suited to Maxi Priest 
(who happens to be in the house). 
And the world certainly does not 
need to take yet another “Piece of 
My Heart.” C+ —Jeremy Helligar 


THE WILSONS The Wilsons (er- 
cury) The much-heralded return of 
schlock-popsters Carnie and Wen- 
dy Wilson—with contributions 
from dad, troubled Beach Boys ge- 
nius Brian—is neither a revelation 
nor an embarrassment. The 4 (of 
12) songs featuring Brian’s vocal, 
production, or compositional input 
aren’t classics, but they’re not 
without their charms. The remain- 
der is efficient CHR fodder, less 
drippy than Wilson Phillips hits 
but hardly the stuff of pop tran- 
scendence. C+ SS 


LIQUID, LIQUID Liquid, Liquid (Grand 
Royal) Best known—okay, only 
known—for the great bass line of 
“Cavern,” which Grandmaster 
Flash later turned into the classic 
“White Lines,” late-’70s/early-’80s 
quartet Liquid, Liquid fused the 
percussive pulse of post-punk ex- 
perimenters like Gang of Four with 
the energy of early rap. This over- 
due CD compiles their three rare 
EPs and live bonus tracks, preserv- 
ing a small but significant part of 
music history. A-  —Rob Brunner 


JOE JACKSON Heaven & Hell (Sony 
Classical) Jackson continues in 
the struggle to establish himself 
as a “serious” classical composer. 
But even the noble efforts of vio- 
linist Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg, 
soprano Dawn Upshaw, song- 
stress Suzanne Vega, and others 
can't save his 13th release—a pon- 
derous, pretentious meditation on 
the seven deadly sins—from being 
a classical bore. D —DG 


FIG DISH When Shove Goes Back to 
Push (Polydor) Chicago foursome 
Fig Dish boast a Midwestern indie- 
rock pedigree that guarantees 
even the irony will be earnest. It 
also ensures traditionally melodic 
pop that makes more than the oc- 
casional nod to the harder stuff, al- 
though “Come On (Don’t Come 
On),” this second LP’s probable 
breakout, is nothing but fast loose 
fun. B- —Mike Flaherty 


VARIOUS ARTISTS September Songs: 
The Music of Kurt Weill (Sony Clas- 
sical) The Threepenny Opera com- 
poser is eclectically feted in this 
Hal Willner-supervised CD (not to 
be confused with his ’85 Weill trib- 
ute, Lost in the Stars). You've got 
your lugubrious songwriter’s song- 
writers (Nick Cave, PJ Harvey) as 
well as more offbeat recruitees like 
Betty Carter and the Persuasions. 
And for historical grounding, there 


| are tracks from Weill’s wife, Lotte 


Lenya, and playwright collabora- 
tor Bertolt Brecht. Lastly, for iron- 
ic prescience, the late William Bur- 
roughs reads “What Keeps 
Mankind Alive?” B+ —MF 


Jazz 
JAMES MOODY Moody Plays Mancini 


(Warner Bros.) The late compos- 
er Henry Mancini offered plenty 
of grist for the jazz mill, so it 
makes sense that the genre’s mu- 
sicians would pay their respects. 
This tribute by saxophonist 
Moody’s quartet is a not-always- 
coherent affair. But between the 
sly opener, “The Pink Panther,” 
and loving finale, “Two for the 
Road,” Moody does right by 
Mancini. B —Josef Woodard 


VARIOUS ARTISTS The Music of 
“Prohibition” (Colwmbia/Legacy) 
As a beautifully remastered col- 
lection of 22 vintage jazz-oriented 
sides (six by Duke Ellington), this 
set is immensely satisfying. But 
as an honest representation of 
what Americans listened to 
during the Prohibition years 
(1920-33), it’s a failure. There are 
no recordings from the first five 
years or by such major musical fig- 
ures of the era as Paul Whiteman. 
Four tracks postdate Prohibition 
altogether. G —Chip Deffaa 


Be Here Now was clearly the debut 
of the moment, with a solid but less 
than blockbuster 152,000 copies 
SoundScanned. But if the Beat- 
lesque Brit popsters can claim to 
be bigger than, well, Fleetwood Mac 
this week, the redoubtable Puff Daddy is still the man to beat: No 
Way Out’s reascension to No. 1 gives that title a whole *nother 
meaning. And don’t shed any tears for the third-ranking Mac; with 
both Greatest Hits and Rumours doing brisk business on the pop 
catalog chart, the band is happily giving the lie to the guy who 
said there are no second acts in American lives. 
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THE CHARTS 


HETHER ITS No. 2 entry 
reflects a cosmic hunger 
for a new Beatles, Oasis’ 


WEEKS OM CHART 

PUFF DADDY No Way Out, Bad Boy/Arista ...........00000000e 6 
OASIS:Ba Here NOW PIC Nis oes vie 0 010 w ovis ticwieine Vis vie ss, vane secs 1 
FLEETWOOD MAC The Dance, Reprise ........ 660. cece e scene ees 2 
TRISHA YEARWOOD (Songbook) A collection of hits ............++ 1 
MCA Nashville 

SPICE GIBLS Sitcdy VIER ey cig ee eG vd staph ev tecpascaet en ogc 30 
SOUNDTRACK Men in Black, Columbia/Sony Music Soundtrax ... .9 
MATCHBOX 20 Yourself or Someone Like You, Lava/Atlantic ....26 
JEWEL Pieces of You, Atlantic .2.. 2.0.00. escesseresscvscaees 81 
HANSON Middle of Nowhere, Mercury ........... eenaiti 
BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY 7'ie Art of War, Ruthless/Relativity ...5 


SOUNDTRACK Grease, Polydor/A&M ..... PA yes Acutog mece r: Toate 
BOB MARLEY AND THE WAILERS Legend, Tuff Gong ............ 429 
FLEETWOOD MAC (rreatest Hits, Warner Bros. .............0++ 264 
SUBLIME 40 Oz. to Freedom, Gasoline Alley/MCA ......... 1.2 4 
PINK FLOYD Dark Side of the Moon, Capitol ..........-...+5- 1067 
METALLICA Metallica, Elektra/EEG .........6 26... c een eee 316 
ALANIS MORISSETTE Jagged Little Pill, Maverick/Warner Bros. . .116 
SARAH MCLACHLAN F'umbling Towards Eestasy ...........+5. 155 
Nettwerk/Arista 

JAMES TAYLOR Greatest Hits, Warner Bros, ................04 358 
FLEETWOOD MAC Rumours, Warner Bros..............0000005 139 


TRISHA YEARWOOD (Songbook) A collection of hits .............. 1 
MCA Nashville 

TIM MCGRAW Everywhere, Curb . 2.2.0.6. 2 0c cece eee eens 13 
LEANN RIMES Bins SOurpireaccs cietscye aa tialais nate c's sia vals aja s fy disses 60 
GEORGE STRAIT Carrying Your Love With Me, MCA Nashville ..19 
COLLIN RAYE Direct Hits, Epic ............0scceseeceresecence 1 
LEANN RIMES Unchained Melody/The Early Years, Curb ......- 29 
NEAL MCCOY Greatest Hits, Atlantic .............600eeeeeeeee 12 
DEANA CARTER Did I Shave My Legs for This? ...........++.+4 52 
Capitol Nashville 

CLINT BLACK Nothin’ but the Taillights, RCA ..................5 
MARTINA MCBRIDE E’volution, RCA .........0. 00 e cece eee eens 1 
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PARTRIDGE FAMILY SWEATSHIRT - 


Heavyweight cotton/poly black sweatshirt 
with silk-screened design. L, XL. 
ANSO28 $29.95 


SCREAMING KRAMER SWEATSHIRT - 


Heavyweight cotton/poly black sweatshirt 
with silk-screened design. L, XL. 

(Also available in 100% cotton tee) 
Sweat ATSOO8 $29.95 

Tee ATT036 = $16.95 

(XXL $17.95) 


ACT ONE GAME - 


“The latest game entertaining entertain- 
ers”. Players read lines from card, while 
teammates try to guess which movies 
and television shows they come from. 
“Houston, we have a problem”. Sound 
familiar? If you guessed the quote as 
Tom Hanks’ famous line from Apollo 13, 
you're ready to play ACT ONE! 
CTMO80 = $24.95 


| DREAM OF JEANNIE SWEATSHIRT - 


White cotton/poly sweatshirt with  silk- 
screened design. L, XL. 


ANSO16 $29.95 BEWITCHED SWEATSHIRT - 


Heavyweight cotton/poly white 
sweatshirt with  silk-screened 
design. L, XL. 

ANSO30 $29.95 


a 
EME 


“Yate 
“Y OCIENGE THEATER 3007 


TALKING NANNY DOLL - 


12” tall, comes with two outfits, a 
hairbrush and 3 hilarious quotes. 


Ages 5 and up. 


BITE ME SWEATSHIRT - CTM016 $29.95 


Heavyweight cotton/poly black sweatshirt w/silk- 
screened design. L, XL,XXL. 
ATSO19 29.95 (XXL $31.95) 
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Better Off Dad? 


Two new-to-tape comedies—one egregiously crass, one the epitome of 
class—celebrate the joys of unexpected fatherhood...and none too 
subtly suggest that you get busy procreating. by Mike D’Angelo 


CONFESS: YOU THINK OF 
the movies, when you think of 
them at all, as little more than 
a keen way to kill a couple of 
hours—a Saturday night on 
the town, a Wednesday eve- 
ning on the living room couch. 
If pressed, you might be will- 
ing to concede that the best of 
them constitute a bona fide 
art form. But has it ever oc- 
curred to you that motion pic- 
tures are single-handedly re- 
sponsible for the perpetuation 
of the human race over the 


| 


| way sometimes, given 


many movies attempt 


past century? Well? 
Okay, so maybe I’m 

embellishing a tad. But 

it sure does seem that 


the fervor with which 


to indoctrinate us into 
becoming parents. 
Heck, even worldwide 
box office champion Jurassic 
Park includes a subplot (not 
in Michael Crichton’s novel) in 
which the paleontologist hero 


Fathers’ Day 


1997 


WARNER 
$103.99 
RATED PG-13 


Kolya 
1996 
MIRAMAX 
$103.99 
RATED PG-13 


played by Sam Neill gradually | 


overcomes his distaste 
for the bratty tykes 
entrusted to his care. 
“You may think you 
don’t want kids,” these 
films suggest, “but 
look what happens the 
moment an adorable 
moppet stumbles into 
your life.” Enter mop- 


pet, beaming; exeunt prospec- 


tive moms and dads, two 
hours later, sniffling. 

Or weeping, perhaps. Fa- 
thers’ Day, for example, is 


ENTERTAINMENT 


likely to inspire tears, though 
they’ll mostly be shed in 
mournful memory of the 99 
minutes lost to this bludgeon- 
ing, unfunny mess. In a minor 
deviation from the standard 
inadvertent-parent formula, 
the child in Fathers’ Day is 
not a newborn baby or a pre- 
cocious 4-year-old but a delin- 
quent teenager on the run 
from drug dealers from whom 
he’s stolen $5,000. (There’s a 
pointless drug subplot in 
Three Men and a Baby, too, 


| come to think of it—what’s up 


with this?) Frantic mom Nas- 
tassia Kinski calls two of her 
old flames, played by Robin 
Williams and Billy Crystal, 
and separately informs each 


HE LOOKS JUST LIKE US! 
Williams and Crystal go gaga over 
a child they never knew they had 
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of them that he is the boy’s fa- 
ther, begging each to track 
him down. Initially suspicious 
of one another when they in- 
evitably meet cute, the two 
decide to join forces in their 
search, and before long 
they’re merrily head-butting 
everybody who stands in their 
way into complete submission. 
Yes, head-butting, believe it 
or don’t, is one of Fathers’ 
Day's primary motifs. Crystal, 
who plays an attorney, is the 
expert, repeatedly knocking 
noggins with men more than 
twice his size, but it isn’t long 
before Williams, who plays an 
insecure would-be writer, is 
taking time out from his 
celebrity impressions to follow 
his partner’s lead. Not that 
head-butting constitutes the 
film’s only source of hilarity. 
There’s also mime-shoving, 
and crotch-scalding, and... 
okay, more head-butting. All 
of this subpar slapstick might 
be endurable if there were a 
human relationship at the 
film’s core, but the dueling 
dads seem more enamored of 
the concept of fatherhood 
than of their alleged offspring. 
All well and good if you’re 
proselytizing for procreation, 
or aiming for black comedy, 
but fatal if you actually want 
the viewer to give a damn. 
No such trouble plagues 


Kolya, the tender Czech | 


movie that won the Best For- 
eign-Language Film Oscar 
back in March. Its plot 
amounts to One Man and a 
Toddler: Middle-aged bache- 
lor Louka (Zdenek Sverak, fa- 
ther of the film’s director, Jan 


Sverak), a charming but 


somewhat lonely lothario who 
was kicked out of the Philhar- 
monic and is now reduced to 
playing his cello at funerals, 
agrees, in return for cash, to 
marry a Soviet woman (Irena 
Livanova) who wants Czech 
citizenship papers. The 


SEUP Tika Mec Re 1) is, 


woman unexpectedly flees to 
West Germany, however, 
leaving Louka in charge of 
her preternaturally adorable 
6-year-old son, Kolya (Andrej 
Chalimon). Do they gradually 
form an affectionate bond? 
Does a bear head-butt the 
Pope in the woods? 

The video box trumpets the 
film’s Oscar in enormous type, 
but that award is something 
of a red flag; in recent years, 
the Academy has tended to 
favor feel-good fluff (Mediter- 
raneo, Belle Epoque). And, 
sure enough, Kolya never 
achieves anything more po- 
tent than a somber inoffen- 
siveness. (It’s questionable 
whether it’s even a comedy, 
though Miramax is aggres- 
sively promoting it as one.) 
The actors are first-rate, and 
the film’s 1988 setting, on the 
eve of Czechoslovakia’s liber- 
ation, lends it a certain sub- 
textual poignancy, but not 
much actually happens in 


Kolya. Indeed, it’s so under- | 


stated that you may find your- 
self leaning farther and far- 
ther forward, wondering if 
you might perhaps perceive a 
bit more drama by getting 
closer to the TV set. But if 
you're partial to stories about 
adults who gradually warm 
up to cute kids, feel free to 
take my grumpy dismissal 
with a heaping handful of salt. 

In one of Kolya’s final shots, 
Louka’s sometime girlfriend’s 
swelling belly tells us that he 
will be a father again soon 
enough. At the end of Fa- 
thers’ Day, Billy Crystal and 
wife Julia Louis-Dreyfus are 
heading for the bedroom to 
start working on their own 
little zygote. The message is 
clear, but the examples are 


poor: If filmmakers think of | 


their movies as surrogate | 


children, these two need more | 
discipline. Fathers’ Day: D | 


Kolya: © 
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MOVIES THAT SEEM™ 


NIU GUAGE fo PALLY DUK 


E ALL KNOW that the desperate-for-material 

movie industry has been plundering dusty TV 

series lately, with less and less impressive results. 

Need we cite Sgt. Bilko, McHale’s Navy (reviewed 

on page 146), or the new-in-theaters Leave It to 
Beaver? But here’s the scoop: Studio rummaging in sitcom 
purgatory goes much, much deeper. An exclusive EW investi- 
gation reveals that while Fathers’ Day, the story of two guys 
unsure who sired a kid, may officially be the remake of a French 
hit, its paternity can also be traced to My Two Dads, the Paul 
Reiser sitcom (1987-90) about, yes, two guys unsure who sired 
a kid! TV lurks everywhere on the big screen—no wonder so 
many movies seem at home on video. —A.J. Jacobs 


Like tv 


4 DANGEROUS MINDS added 
some rap music and 
toughened up the Sweat- 
hogs but is obviously 
WELCOME BACK, KOTTER 
(1975-79) at heart. 


Peel away the outer layer of bil 
FACE/OFF—with its premise of ] 
mischievous identity-swapping— 
and you'll find THE PATTY DUKE 
SHOW (1963-66). 


4 xOVE BOOTIM 


“4 PICTURE PERFECT, about an 
ad exec who pretends to be 
engaged, eerily echoes NED 
AND STACEY (1995-96), 
about an ad exec who 
pretends to be married. 


COP LAND, starring Sly Stallone > 
as a harried, emasculated 
sheriff, is a riff on SHE’S THE 
SHERIFF (1987-89), the Suzanne 
Somers sitcom. 


AFOWIE ONY GAN LORIN IN UNION “TIAN UINOD 


“4 Demi Moore’s shorn, 
persecuted G.I. JANE is 
none other than shorn, 
persecuted Gomer Pyle, 
U.S.M.C. (1964-69). 


This allergy season, shoot for an ahhhstounding ride. 


NOW THERE'S ALLEGRA™. 

THE PRESCRIPTION SEASONAL 
ALLERGY MEDICINE THAT LETS 

YOU GET OUT THERE. 

Wax up. Head out. Kick back. Ride the 
wave of the future with Allegra. 


Only you know how miserable your 
seasonal nasal allergies can be—and how 


some medicines can make you feel. 
That’s why Allegra was made to give you 
nondrowsy relief from symptoms like 
sneezing, runny nose, and watery, itchy 
eyes, but lets you feel like yourself, 


hh! Allegra! 


ray 


“ 
ol 


In fact, in tests conducted by allergists, 
drowsiness in people who took Allegra 
was similar to placebo (sugar pill), 1.3% 
vs 0.9%. The most commonly reported 
adverse experiences for Allegra and 
placebo are cold or flu (2.5% vs 1.5%), 
nausea (1.6% vs 1.5%), and menstrual 
pain (1.5% vs 0.3%). 


And Allegra is safe to take as prescribed— 
one capsule, twice a day for people 12 
and over, Most important of all, its 
effectiveness doesn’t wear off as the day 
wears on. 


So check out what it takes to Teally go 
for it this year. Ask your doctor about 
Allegra, And see how ahhhmazing 
surf—and turf—can be. 

If you're wired, browse our website at 
http://www.ahhh-allegra.com. 

Please see additional important information 
on adjacent page. 


Brief Summary of 
Prescribing Information as of October 1996 


ALLEGRA™ 
(fexofenadine hydrochloride) Capsules 
60 mg 


INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

ALLEGRA" is indicated for the relief of symptoms associated with 
seasonal allergic rhinitis in adults and children 12 years of age and older 
Symptoms treated effectively include sneezing, rhinorrhea, itchy 
nose/palate/throat, itchy/watery/red eyes. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

ALLEGRA" is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to 
any of its ingredients. 

PRECAUTIONS 


Drug Interactions 

In two separate studies, fexofenadine hydrochloride 120 mg twice daily 
(twice the recommended dose) was co-administered with erythromycin 
500 mg every 8 hours or ketoconazole 400 mg once daily under steady- 
state conditions to normal, healthy volunteers (n=24, each study). No 
differences in adverse events or QTc interval were observed when 
subjects were administered fexofenadine hydrochloride alone or in 
combination with erythromycin or ketoconazole. The findings of these 
studies are summarized in the following table: 

Effects on Steady-State Fexofenadine Pharmacokinetics 
After 7 Days of Co-Administration with Fexofenadine Hydrochloride 
120 mg Every 12 Hours (twice recommended dose) 
in Normal Volunteers (n=24) 


Concomitant Cc AUC,{0-12h) 


Drug (Peak plasma (Extent of 
concentration) systemic exposure) 
Erythromycin +82% +109% 
(500 mg every 8 hrs) 
Ketoconazole +135% +164% 


(400 mg once daily) 


The mechanisms of these interactions are unknown, and the potential for 
interaction with other azole antifungal or macrolide agents has not been 
studied, These changes in plasma levels were within the range of plasma 
levels achieved in adequate and well-controlled clinical trials. 
Fexofenadine had no effect on the pharmacokinetics of erythromycin or 
ketoconazole. 
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility 
The carcinogenic potential and reproductive toxicity of fexofenadine 
hydrochloride were assessed using terfenadine studies with adequate 
fexofenadine exposure (based on plasma area-under-the-curve [AUC] 
values). No evidence of carcinogenicity was observed when mice and rats 
were given daily oral doses of 50 and 150 mg/kg of terfenadine for 18 and 
24 months, respectively; these doses resulted in plasma AUC values of 
fexofenadine that were up to four times the human therapeutic value 
(based on a 60-mg twice-daily fexofenadine hydrochloride dose). 
In in-vitro (Bacterial Reverse Mutation, CHO/HGPRT Forward Mutation, 
and Rat Lymphocyte Chromosomal Aberration assays) and in-vivo 
(Mouse Bone Marrow Micronucleus assay) tests, fexofenadine 
hydrochtoride revealed no evidence of mutagenicity. 
In rat fertility studies, dose-related reductions in implants and increases 
in postimplantation losses were observed at oral doses equal to or 
mente than 150 mg/kg of terfenadine; these doses produced plasma 
UC values of fexofenadine that were equal to or greater than three 
times the human therapeutic value (based on a 60-mg twice-daily 
fexofenadine hydrochloride dose) 


Pregnancy 

Teratogenic Effects: Category C. There was no evidence of terato- 
genicity in rats or rabbits at oral terfenadine doses up to 300 mg/kg; 
these doses produced fexofenadine plasma AUC values that were up to 
4 and 37 times the human therapeutic value (based on a 60-mg 
twice-daily fexofenadine hydrochloride dose), respectively. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women 
Fexofenadine hydrochloride should be used during pregnancy only if the 
potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus 

Nonteratogenic Effects. Dose-related decreases in pup weight Com and 
survival were observed in rats exposed to oral doses equal to and greater 
than 150 mg/kg of terfenadine; at these doses the plasma AUC values of 
fexofenadine were equal to or greater than 3 times the human therapeutic 
values (based on a 60-mg twice-daily fexofenadine hydrochloride dose). 
Nursing Mothers 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in women during 
lactation. Because many drugs are excreted in human milk, caution 
should be exercised when fexofenadine hydrochloride is administered to 
a nursing woman. 

Pediatric Use 

Safety and effectiveness of ALLEGRA™ in pediatric patients under the 
age of 12 years have not been established. Across well-controlled clinical 
trials in patients with seasonal allergic rhinitis, a total of 205 patients 
between the ages of 12 to 16 years received doses ranging from 20 mg 
to 240 mg twice daily for up to two weeks, Adverse events were similar in 
this group compared to patients above the age of 16 years. 
Geriatric Use 

In placebo-controlled trials, 42 patients, age 60 to 68 years, received 
doses of 20 mg to 240 mg of fexofenadine twice daily for up to two weeks. 
Adverse events were similar in this group to patients under age 60 years. 
ADVERSE REACTIONS 

In placebo-controlied clinical trials, which included 2461 patients receiving 
fexofenadine hydrochloride at doses of 20 mg to 240 mg twice daily, 
adverse events were similar in fexofenadine hydrochloride and placebo- 
treated patients. The incidence of adverse events, including drowsiness, 
was not dose related and was similar across subgroups defined by age, 
gender, and race, The percent of patients who withdrew prematurely 
because of adverse events was 2.2% with fexofenadine hydrochloride 
vs 3.3% with placebo. All adverse events that were reported by greater 
than 1% of patients who received the recommended daily dose of fexofen- 
adine hydrochloride (60 mg twice-daily), and that were more common with 
fexofenadine than placebo, are listed in the following table. 


Adverse Experiences Reported in Placebo-Controlled Seasonal 


Allergic Rhinitis Clinical Trials at Rates of Greater Than 1% 
Fexofenadine 60 mg Placebo 
Twice Daily Twice Daily 

Adverse Experience (n=679) (n=671) 
Viral Infection (cold, flu) 2.5% 1,5% 
Nausea 1.6% 1,5% 
Dysmenorrhea 1.5% 0.3% 
Drowsiness 1.3% 0.9% 
Dyspepsia 1.3% 0.6% 
Fatigue 1.3% 0.9% 


Adverse events occurring in greater than 1% of fexofenadine hydrochio- 
ride-treated patients (60 mg twice daily), but that were more common in 
the placebo-treated group, include headache and throat irritation. 

The frequency and magnitude of laboratory abnormalities were similar in 
fexofenadine hydrochloride and placebo-treated patients. 


Prescribing Information as of October 1996 


Hoechst Marion Roussel, Inc. 
Kansas City, MO 64137 USA 97171301/0907E7 
US Patents 4,254,129; 5,375,693. allb1096a 


Hoechst Marion Roussel 


Hoechst Marion Roussel, Inc. + Kansas City, MO 64134 
A member of the Hoechst Group 


Hoechst 


Shadow ofa Doubt 


He’s the world’s friendliest apparition, but Casper keeps company 
with a deadly crew in his straight-to-tape sequel, Beginning. 


THE BOX OFFICE SUCCESS 
of 1995’s Casper seemed unac- 
countable at the time. After all, 
the 50-year-old Friendly Ghost 
was nobody’s favorite cartoon 
character. But what seems like his 
biggest flaw—a personality as 
wispy as his ever-grinning face—may 
also be what makes him endure, some- 
thing that the direct-to-video Gasper: A 
Spirited Beginning knows all too well. 
Despite the decades of Casper adven- 
tures, Beginning is a’90s prequel in 
which a freshly deceased Casper (shades 
of Defending Your Life), on his way to 
ghost basic training (shades of The 
Frighteners), finds his way to an idyllic 
town where he meets a sympathetic boy 
(shades of £.7.), as well as Fatso, Stinkie, 
and Stretch, the “Ghostly Trio” of the 
first film. The been-there plot, about a 
bullied 10-year-old (newcomer Brendon 
Ryan Barrett), a workaholic dad (Steve 
Guttenberg, natch), and “the old Apple- 
gate place,” is just so much Jell-O 
through which materializes a truly 
creepy assortment of has-beens (like 
Rodney Dangerfield and Sherman Hems- 
ley) and the manufactured ’tude of an ad 
for breakfast cereal. And without the 
nicely brittle Christina Ricci of the first 


Casper: 
A Spirited 
Beginning 

pee crisis like some undead Lassie. 

FOXVIDEO 

$19.98 

UNRATED 


film as his “fleshie” friend, all 
irony is exorcised, leaving Casper 
to flit from trumped-up crisis to 


In Casper, the franchise-friend- 
ly ghost became a vessel for the 
misguided notion that glib refer- 
ences to pop culture are the pinnacle of 
wit. Now, with much schoolhouse rowdi- 
ness and cheerful computer-generated 
characters high-fiving little boys, he’s 
host to obvious riffs on Mission: Impos- 
sible and the Budweiser frogs that are as 
tired and kid-hostile as Joe Camel. 

Yes, sequels can improve upon the 
original—see Gremlins 2: The New 
Batch, for one—but no matter. Though 
Beginning’s spirit is earthbound, it'll still 
fly, sell-through video being the babysit- 
ter that nobody has to drive home—or 
pay for twice. But know what you’re hir- 
ing: Tame, marshmallow-soft, and so 
darn friendly, this Casper, like those 
beery frogs, is only parroting the 
mantras of consumerism, and that’s 
what’s spooky. GC —Jason Cochran 
I a 
BOUGHT-AND-SOULED MAN: (Clockwise from 
top left) Flying with buddy Barrett; the Ghostly 
Trio does the Budweiser frogs; bugged-out 
cameos from Hemsley and Dangerfield 


IF SHATNER STIRS YOU, 


LUN GHANELY, ME 


T’S GOOD TO SEE bad acting get 
its due. Jim Carrey is asked what 
other performer makes him laugh, 
and he says William Shatner. The 
all-but-official poster boy of the 
Ham Council, Shatner has indeed 
come to represent delicious thes- 
pian excess to a whole generation 
of show-business cynics like Carrey, who 
revel in overwrought vulgarity as evi- 
dence of the old values of seriousness 
and industry gone wildly wrong. 

Carrey is right, of course, even as he 
tempts deeper cynicism by taking his 
beloved excess to the brink. But Shatner 
wasn’t the first and the grandest of the | 
grandiose. One pioneering actor will for- 
ever remain at the top of the over-the- 
top: Lon Chaney Jr. 

The son of a real ac- 
tor—the silent disguise 
specialist whose name he 
appropriated (first by 
changing his name from 
Creighton Chaney to Lon 
Chaney Jr., later by drop- 
ping the “Jr.”)—Chaney 
traded on his father’s 
fame to become a mon- 
ster-movie star in the 
heyday of Universal Stu- 
dios’ horror shop; al- 
though he’s best known as 
the Wolf Man, he also por- 
trayed Dracula, Frank- 
enstein’s monster, and 
the Mummy. Cast in char- 
acter roles in most of the 
150 films he made until his 
death in 1973, Chaney also 
starred as a leading man 
in a string of low-budget 
“Inner Sanctum” myster- 
ies in the 1940s. Six titles in 
the series (on three 
tapes) have just been re- 
leased on video for the 
first time: Calling Dr. 
Death, Strange Confes- 
sion, Weird Woman, The 


GET A LOAD OF... 


i 


Frozen Ghost, Dead Man’s Eyes, Pillow of 
Death (1943-1945, Universal, unrated, 
$14.98 per tape) and the event is an oc- 
casion of incalculable glory in the culture 
of bad acting. 

Like Shatner in his ghastly prime— 
the young, hysterically serious Shatner, 
not the recent self-conscious ironist— 
Chaney is stunning because he’s epical- 
ly impassioned about every line he 
emotes at the same time that he’s in- 


comprehensibly bad. This is an actor 


who brings equal degrees of dramatic 
impact to the acts of going blind by ex- 
posure to acid and eating a lamb chop. 
He thinks he’s Olivier—and the funny 
thing is, he’s more fun in the failing than 
late-career Olivier was in succeeding to 
be bad. —David Hajdu 


GET A GRIP: The over-actor’s over-actor emoting circa 1945 
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The Week 


HEAD ABOVE WATER Harvey Keitel, 
Cameron Diaz (1997, New Line, PG- 
13, $96.99) Keitel is amusingly 
dorky as a Milquetoast judge who 
comes home to find that his young 
wife’s ex-lover has mysteriously 
died in their bed. But as his efforts 
to dump the body grow desperate, 
this sap grows sinister, until you're 
sure he’s the killer. Is the little 
woman (Diaz) next? Director Jim 
Wilson builds the suspense against 
an ironic sun-splashed, seaside 
backdrop. Though it played briefly 
in theaters (after an HBO run), this 
cool black comedy is neither manic 
nor menacing enough to fill a movie 
screen. Its low-key approach to do- 
mestic noir plays much better at 
home. B- —Michael Sauter 


THE WAR AT HOME Emilio Estevez, 
Martin Sheen, Kathy Bates (1996, 
Touchstone, R, $103.99) Post-trau- 
matic stress disorder hadn’t been 
identified in 1972, so when a spiri- 
tually broken Vietnam vet (Es- 
tevez) returns home to a little 
Texas town, well-meaning but 


_ COMING SOON 


The many 
faces of Val Kilmer in THE SAINT... 
Salma Hayek, going macho in 
ROADRACERS...the rerelease of 
the 1971 Oscar winner THE GAR- 
DEN OF THE FINZI-CONTINIS...and, 
priced to sell after Disney’s 10- 
year embargo, SLEEPING BEAUTY. 


dense Dad (Sheen) and pathetic, 
poignant Mom (Bates) struggle to 
make everything peachy-keen 
while their son is being ravaged by 
flashbacks. No one wins or recov- 
ers. While the film sometimes veers 
toward Long Day’s Journey Into 
Texas melodrama—and Estevez di- 
rects with an actor’s generosity 
when a ruthless eye is needed—it 
does have heart and powerful per- 
formances. B+ —Denise Lanctot 


MCHALE’S NAVY Tom Arnold, Tim 
Curry, Dean Stockwell (1997, Uni- 
versal, PG, $103.99) Casting Steve 
Martin as Sgt. Bilko was one thing. 
Casting Tom Arnold as Bilko 
wannabe Quinton McHale is ad- 
mitting defeat. And Arnold is 
hardly the worst thing about this 
rudderless action comedy, which 
attempts to outdo its boob-tube 
origins with a cartoonish terrorist 
villain (Curry), an equally carica- 
tured CO (Stockwell), and lots of 
stuff blowing up. But if you're 
thinking these former TV charac- 
ters will look better on the small 
screen—think again. F MS 


IN THE GLOAMING Glenn Close, 
Robert Sean Leonard, Whoopi 
Goldberg (1997, HBO, PG, $59.99) 
Christopher Reeve made his direc- 
torial debut with this film, and giv- 
en his condition, it’s a rather inspi- 
rational achievement. There’s no 
question that he works well with 
actors, and Close in particular gives 
a nuanced performance as a long- 


| suffering mother. That said, the 
| film is troubling in ways one doubts 


MS 
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DON’T TREAD ON ME: Diaz is slick as Water’s too-independent wife 


Reeve intended. The story of a gay 
son (Leonard) dying of AIDS who 
returns to his buttoned-up subur- 
ban family, the film is curiously but- 
toned up as well. The words AJDS 
and gay are never mentioned, and 
few scenes suggest Leonard feels 
any physical discomfort—yet the 
restraint seems more morbid than 
uplifting. Ultimately, this is a dis- 
ease-of-the-week flick, a genre that 
seems more and more like emotion- 
al pornography. B- —Steve Simels 


MARIO PUZO’S THE LAST DON Danny 
Aiello, Daryl Hannah, Kirstie Alley, 
k.d. lang (1997, Trimark, R, $99.99) 
It’s a worthy cast for a TV mini- 
series but not for a sprawling Mafia 
saga based on a Puzo novel. Cut to 
148 minutes from 259 for its release 


on tape, Don is never boring, but 
Graeme Clifford’s direction suffers 
scene by scene—a wedding, a Mob 
hit—versus memories of Coppola’s 
Godfather flicks. A Hollywood sub- 
plot is as hilariously high camp as 
anything out of Jackie Collins, with 
lang hamming it up as a martinet 
director. All she lacks are jodhpurs 
and a riding crop. Trimark has 
thoughtfully appended T&A scenes 
not broadcast—mostly of showgirls. 
No star was undressed in the mak- 
ing of this motion picture. B- —SS 


CATS DON’T DANCE With the voices of 
Scott Bakula, Jasmine Guy, Natalie 
Cole (1997, Warner, G, $22.96) The 
title to the contrary, cats and other 


J 


COUPLE OF THE WEEK 


Jim Garrey and 
Granny Smith 


Less of a commitment 


than a line of lunch boxes, 
12 million apples bearing 
Liar Liar stickers are 
headed for L.A. and New 
York markets this month. 
Of the PR innovation, 
Fruit Label Co. prez Brian 
D. Fox plumped in a press 
release, “We are talking 
millions and millions of 
mini-billboards.” 


SLEEPER PATROL 


animals do sing and dance here— 
and with choreography by no less 
than the late Gene Kelly. In this de- 
lightful cartoon musical, set during 
the golden age of Hollywood, the 
showbiz aspirations of a group of 
musically minded critters are near- 
ly thwarted by a ballistic child star. 
Director Mark Dindal animates 
with a fast and furious sense of hu- 
mor (like Ren & Stimpy minus the 
rudeness) laced with savvy visual 
gags galore. A- —Will Friedwald 


Foreign 


THIEVES Catherine Deneuve, Daniel 
Auteuil, Laurence Cote (1996, Co- 
lumbia TriStar, R, $98.99, subtitled) 
In the ’50s, this French melodrama 
involving a car heist would have 
been a taut, noirish thriller. But 
here the heist is subordinate to a 
fractured narrative that has four 
characters—a morally divided de- 
tective (Auteuil), a philosophy pro- 
fessor (Deneuve), the woman they 
share (Céte), and a corrupted young 
boy (played with feral intensity by 
Julien Riviére)—recount their ver- 
sions of events Rashomon-style. 
The cumulative effect is quite 
haunting. The original wide-screen 
compositions are lost on video, but 
surprisingly it’s for the better—the 
film is more engaging than it was 
in theaters. And once again (Far- 
rah, take note), Deneuve proves 
that a sex goddess can age grace- 
fully on screen.B —Tim Purtell 


EMPOWERED ‘VICTIM’ 


REG LOUGANIS’ coming-out saga, Breaking the 

Surface (1997, Culture Connection, unrated, $59.95), 

hits video shelves Sept. 22, but affecting asitis,1961’s | 
Victim (Home Vision, unrated, $29.95), which gets a rerelease | 


this week, makes the bigger 
splash. One of the first movies 
to present homosexuality 
with empathy, Victimis both 
a crackling thriller about a 
blackmail ring that preys on 
gays and an impassioned 
indictment of Britain’s anti- 
homosexual laws, since 
abolished. At its core is the 
terrific performance by Dirk 
Bogarde (above) as a married 
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pemtrenie ye! 


barrister who’s morally compelled to help the police track 
down the blackmailers, even if it destroys his career, and in 
the process faces his feelings for another man. While some 
may be put off by talk of “abnormalities,” the inner struggle 
depicted so poignantly in Victim has not dated at all. A- —TP 


IT’S SOLO AT THE TOP 


HE EMPIRE struck again over 
Labor Day. To say that the 
cleaned-up Star Wars Trilogy 
sold briskly is a galactic under- 
statement. Boxed-set purchases 
were almost double those of the other 
nine titles in the top 10 combined. On 
average, 85 copies per store flew off 
the shelves—the rereleased Mary 
Poppins sold five copies per store. Maybe Disney should have 


TOP VIDEOS 


inserted a scene where Julie Andrews meets Jabba the Hutt. 


TOP 10 TAPE RENTALS 


LAST WEEK WEEKS ON CHART 
1 1 DANTE’S PEAK Pierce Brosnan, Universal .............22++0055 2 
2 2 ‘THE DEVIL'S OWN Harrison Ford, Columbia TriStar............. 3 
3 4 MURDER AT 1600 Wesley Snipes, Warner. ............-.0.200005 4 
4 3  JUNGLE2JUNGLE Tim Allen, Walt Disney Reb) 
5 6 SLING BLADE Billy Bob Thornton, Miramax ............+..+.++ 6 
6 5 SCREAM Neve Campbell, Dimension ...............000+00005 10 
7 8 ABSOLUTE POWER Clint Eastwood, Warner...............00005 8 
8 7 METRO Eddie Murphy, Touchstone .............2020000 cence 7 
9 9  THERELIC Penelope Ann Miller, Paramount..............++4++ 7 

10 16 THE BEAUTICIAN AND THE BEAST Fran Drescher, Paramount ..... 2 
1‘ = STAR WARS TRILOGY: SPECIAL EDITION... ...........22220002000: 1 
Mark Hamill, Fox Video, $49.98 
2 —  THEFIRST WIVES CLUB Bette Midler, Paramount, $14.95 ......... 1 
3 1 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S ROMEO & JULIET.....................- 3 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Fox Video, $14.98 
4 2 POOH'S GRAND ADVENTURE: THE SEARCH FOR ..........-........ a 
CHRISTOPHER ROBIN Animated, Walt Disney, $24.99 
5S — _ MARY POPPINS Julie Andrews, Walt Disney, $22.99............ 36 
6 3 TODD MCFARLANE’S SPAWN Animated, HBO, $22.97 ............. 4 
7 — __ BETTER OFF DEAD John Cusack, FoxVideo, $9.98 ......2.-202020+ 1 
8 7 COURAGE UNDER FIRE Denzel Washington, FowVideo, $14.98 ..... 2 
3 5 CATS DON’T DANCE Animated, Warner, $22.96 ........2.-..2450 2 
10 4 THAT THING YOU DO! Tom Hanks, Fox Video, $14.98............-. 2 
em 
1 2 FUN AND FANCY FREE Animated, Walt Disney, $26.99............ 5 
2 1 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME Animated, Walt Disney, $26.99 ... 25 
3 3 BAMBI Animated, Walt Disney, $26.99..........-+-0.000ee0e 187 
4 3 SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK: AMERICA ROCK .....................0205. 89 
Animated, ABC/Paramount, $12.95 
5 5 A RUGRATS VACATION Animated, Paramount, $12.95 ...........- 5 
6 — POOH’S GRAND ADVENTURE: THE SEARCH FOR...................5 1 
CHRISTOPHER ROBIN Animated, Walt Disney, $24.99 
7 6 GOOSEBUMPS: THE HAUNTED MASK Il ............----.--.-+.5-. 3 
John White, FoxVideo, $14.98 
8 7 MARY-KATE & ASHLEY: CASE OF THE VOLCANO ADVENTURE........ 23 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen, Dualstar, $12.95 
9 4 MARY-KATE & ASHLEY: CASE OF U.S. NAVY MYSTERY.............. 23 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen, Dualstar, $12.95 
10 nN WALLACE AND GROMIT: ACLOSE SHAVE..............--..-.-+.- 43 
Animated, FoxVideo, $9.98 
SOURCE: VIDEO BUSINESS FOR THE WEEK ENDING AUG. 31, 1997 es 
KID VIDEO DATA: BILLBOARD FROM THE ISSUE DATED SEPT. 6, 1997 
ENTERTAINMENT WEE Koby 


HAN DYNASTY: Trilogy 
fans a-Ford the boxed set 


City Clickers 


A slew of sites vie to show us around locales 
great and small. Happily, the best are more 
than mere guiding lites. by Caren Weiner 


WHILE THE STREETS AREN’T 
paved with gold, those who 
take a stroll on Sidewalk, 
Microsoft’s hugely hyped 
city-guide website, can find a 
wealth of neatly configured 
arts-and-entertainment info 
for cities from Seattle to Bos- 
ton. But Sidewalk—to which 
Microsoft reportedly has com- 
mitted $500 million—is just 
one contender in the costly 
battle shaping up among 
cyber-Baedekers. The sites 
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are proliferating, capitalizing 
on the Web's dexterity with 
databases and drawing rey- 
enue from such advertisers as 
Citibank, Barnes & Noble, and 
the Gap. Indeed, they may 
even break the Web’s money- 
losing jinx; analysts predict 
the sites will siphon off a 
small fraction of the $67 bil- 
lion-plus spent on advertising 
in local print publications. 
Here’s a user’s guide to the 


! more bustling urban URLs: 


TSEeT 


a (www.sidewalk. 
com) Four metro areas. Best 
for: Well-versed residents. 
Worst for: Seekers of the off- 
beat. Standouts: Customizing 
“intelligent agent” that sends 
you E-mail bulletins about 
your fave acts; map feature; 
literate, extensive listings; 
nimble interface. Drawbacks: 


Sometimes slow. Wild card: | 


Graphic design and features 
vary slightly by city. A 

a (www.city 
search.com) Eight metropo- 
lises plus Australia. Best for: 


| Those who enjoy first-person 


musings about events. Worst 
for: Long-timers who want 
depth. Standouts: You get a 
bookmarkable custom page 
with individualized updates; 
newsletter mailing lists; high- 
ly detailed maps. Drawbacks: 
Search results are patchy; 
misses some admission prices. 
Wild card: The love-it-or- 
hate-it hipster tone. B+ 

el (www.theinsider. 
com) Four locales. Best for: 
Newcomers or those thinking 
of relocating. Worst for: Long- 
timers who know how outside 
Insider can be. Standouts: 
3ulletin boards with readers’ 
tips; extensive photo collec- 
tions; bold design. Drawbacks: 
Those tips aren’t always so 
sharp. Wild card: Misses some 
basics but offers nicely origi- 
nal flourishes (e.g., Indoor 
Oases). B 

a (digitalcity. 
com) 17 cities (on the Web) or 
14 (on AOL). Best for: Resi- 


dents. Worst for: Those put off | 


by lots of in-your-face ads. 


Standouts: Nicely spare, | 


which makes it quick to load; 
helpful descriptive blurbs ac- 
company some links. Draw- 
backs: Uneven coverage; occa- 
sional snottiness. Wild card: 
Goes way beyond entertain- 
ment (government, real estate 
agents); zany, irrelevant links 
can be fun—or irritating. C+ 


(www. 
glossy.com) ’Zine developers 
are finally recognizing an un- 
tapped and demographically de- 
sirable audience—teenage girls. 
Glossy, for one, targets young 
women but glosses over such 
serious topics as date rape and 
peer pressure in favor of mind- 
less “boytalk,” models’ bios, 
fashion tips, and gimmicky ways 
to enlarge breasts without 
surgery. Glossy could do with a 
few book reviews and some cur- 
rent-events coverage to balance 
the froth. c- © —Ann Sample 


(Nin- 
tendo, for Nintendo 64, $69.95) 
The mesmerizing appeal of Tetris 
was its elegant simplicity; as the 
tumbling shapes found their fits, 
they disappeared. Would that its 
successor stayed true to its 
techno-genes. The once quaint 
blocks have been prettified and 
accelerated, but they’re about as 
charming as plywood. The fun 
arrives eventually—keep that in 
mind while laboring through 
Tetrisphere’s cumbrous two-step 
tutorial.c+ —Gary Eng Walk 


| ONLINE EVENTS | 
ALL LISTINGS ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT 
AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
(chat.uni- 
versalstudios.com, 9 p.m.) Writer- 
actor-producer talks about his cult 
hit, Mystery Science Theater 5000. 
(www. 
AudioNet.com/shows/malone, 8 
p.m.) Jazzman previews new CD. 
(www.aentv. 
com, 8 p.m.) Comedy goddess 
premieres her online talk show, 
The Princess of Pop Culture. 


ILLUSTRATION BY GEN 


E GREIF 


CYBERTALK 


Laughing Matters 


sal | | you €VEP see a Taxi show where [Christopher 
Lloyd] gets his driver’s license, notice how I’m literally 
digging a pencil into my hand. Another [episode] called 
‘Shut It Down, Pt. 2,—where Danny [DeVito] takes me ona 
date—to avoid laughing when he said stallion, | 
purposefully slept with painful boots on the night before 
so | would give myself a stomachache the next day. 
Believe me, | had to go to great pains not to crack up on 
Taxi.” —Taxi alum MARILU HENNER, currently Roxie Hart in 


Broadway's Chicago, on America Online 


“I’ve long been a Beatles freak because that’s my gen- 
eration. I’m 45, and that’s what | grew up with. The British 
invasion stuff.... I’m not really thrilled with gloom-and- 
doom stuff that’s coming out now. It’s like, ‘Go kill 
yourself.’” —NewsRadio’s STEPHEN ROOT on AOL 


“Quentin Taran- 
tino] is one of the most 
brilliant people I’ve 
ever met. Quentin 
always blows me away 
with his mind. He’s 
absolutely f---ing 
brilliant. He is so 
creative, and | envy 
that. My mind is so 
analytical. I’m quieter 
than Quentin—of 
course, there aren’t 
too many people who 
aren’t quieter than 
Quentin. I’m pretty 
gregarious, though I’m 
just not as boisterous 
as he is.” — Mimic’s MIR 


SORVINO, a Harva 


coursing on her sque 


on E! Onlin 


“My favorite Show is Little House on the Prairie— 
says my wife [Melissa Gilbert] from the other side of the 
room, giggling.” —8abyion 5's BRUCE BOXLEITNER on Pt 


“I’m from New Orleans, where everybody flirts. 
That’s the first thing your mother teaches you. ‘They 
can look, but they can’t touch!’ That was the basis 

of [my television persona], a major flirt—butina 
harmless way. You know when to stop flirting when 
you have too much jewelry.... Therefore you never stop 
flirting!” —USA Up Ali N 


TOP SOFTWARE 


MAGNIFICENT SUGCESS 


ORGET FOR A moment Apple’s 
market-share malaise and re- 


cent management machinations: D 
The Cupertino, Calif.-based computer 
company’s new operating-system up- : 
grade, Mac OS 8, handily captured the ) 


No. 4 slot on the CD-ROM chart. Good 
news, indeed, for Apple’s recently re- 
turned cofounder (and formerly exiled guru), Steve Jobs, 
whose unlikely enlistment of some guy named Bill Gates has 
bolstered users’—and Wall Street’s—confidence in the Mac. 


TOP 20 CD-ROMS 


LAST MONTH 
MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 UPGRADE Microsoft, PC ...............0005 1 
MYSTBreaderbind, RG and aes: osik = fons santas i spe a eis bate alee 2 
VIRUSCANIMCA Tee PC X02 id its at acts viete Sates cada aielanes «sateen 5 
MAG OSIS ANI IMBC) a-ctscxrt. sartee. athens, s/osm « devas eialacd erm ton aie Mie wayanarele = 
DIABLO Bliezardy PG. o:sacr5'osrarsfepsateleiels- t's) 5810's sists atop la afore woah sei els 3 
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14 TRIPMAKER Rand MeNally, PC .......0.. 00202 sc ecenceeresecenee 10 
15 MONOPOLY MULTIMEDIA Hasbro Interactive, PC ................- 12 
16 PRINTMASTER GOLD DELUXE PUBLISHER SUITE Mindscape, PC........ 18 
17 JUMPSTART KINDERGARTEN Knowledge Adventure, PC ............ _ 
48 COMMAND & CONQUER REDALERT Virgin, PC ....................- 7 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


11,000+ CELEBRITY ADDRESSES-FREE DETAILS! 
Our 22nd year...the original list others copy! 
SASE:ACS,Box 5869-EW,Glendale,CA 91221 


GET IN TOUCH WITH ANY CELEBRITY 
Celebrity Network: 1-805-526-6861 
$1+SASE Box 4728-E/West Hills, CA 91308 


AUTOMOTIVE 


CARS FOR $100 
Seized and sold locally. Porsches, BMW’s, 
Chevys, Hondas, More. 1-800-522-2730x2190. 


Bargain Books 


| Movie, TV, Music & Video Books at | 
a bargain! Save 30% on current 

| books, up to 80% on overstocks. | 

pnousands of titles, over 60 subject | 
areas. Write for FREE CATALOG. 


LOOKING FOR A PRODUCER? Directories of produc- 
ers/agts/mgrs/distributors.Hollywood 
Creative Directory, 800-815-0503 CA: 310-315-4815 


AUTHORS WANTED 


Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of 


all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juve- 
nile and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed. 
Send for free 32-page illustrated booklet E-35 

Vantage Press, 516 W 34 St., New York, NY 10001 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$ $ $ 900# ENTERTAINMENT LINES S$ $ 
$99. Total Cost. No Chargebacks. 
Quick Payouts. Call 1-800-208-9078. 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! 
Assemble products at home. 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-467-5566, EXT. 11751. 


GOOD MONEY! WEEKLY! PROCESSING MAIL! Free sup- 
plies! Postage! Bonuses!! Rush long SASE Green- 
house/EW, 4217 Highland, Waterford, MI 48328-2165. 


STOP!! Looking for legitimate work at home 
assembling simple products? Extra Income! 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-377-6000 Ext. 773 


UNLIMITED EARNINGS! MAILING BURGLAR ALARM ADVER- 
TISEMENTS!! FREE SUPPLIES/POSTAGE!! SASE: RBM 
Merchandising-E W, POB 759, Lake Zurich, IL 60047. 


COLLECTIBLES/NOSTALGIA 


TV MEMORABILIA: Mags, Photos, Dukes, Chips, 
Starsky/Hutch, X-Files, Hawaii 5-0, Playboys, 
Etc. Catalog $3.00, TV GUIDE CATALOG, $2.00, 
Rogofsky, Box 107-E, Glen Oaks, NY 11004. 
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COLLECTIONS/NOSTALGIA 


TV GUIDE CATALOG! Every TV Guide-#1 to 
Present! Giant 68 pg illust’d catalog, $3. Lenore’s 
TV Guides, POB 246-E, 3 Bridges, NJ 08887. 


CONTACT LENSES 


SAVE UP TO 75% ON CONTACTS 


BAUSCH & LOMB(®) 


GoperVision  BARNESHIND. 


CALL IN YOUR ORDER NOW! 
FAX ORDERS 


cat: 1-800-780-LENS — +.800-Fax-1s52 


Contact Lens™ FREE CARE KIT! 
Ci DISCOUNT CENTER — FREE BROCHURE 


Save Up to 75% On Your 
Name Brand Contact Lenses 
x 
»100% Money Back Guarantee call for weekly specials 


call 1-800-353-4452 [oem 


= 


EDUCATION 


RESEARCH REPORTS - 20,000 on file + quality 
custom reports. The best since 1972! Fax & 
overnight delivery. Free Catalog! Academic 
Research, Inc., 240 Park Ave., Rutherford, NJ 
07070 Call 1-800-47RESEARCH or (201) 939-0189 


SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 
LUSTING 19,278 QUALITY RESEARCH PAPERS OR 


CALL TOLL FREE 800-351-0222 


RESEARCH ASSISTANCE Serving the academic 
11322 idaho Ave., #206WE, Los Angeles 90025 community since 1969 


http://www.research-assistance.com 


FINANCIAL 


GET OUT OF DEBT! Free Consultation. Debts 
Consolidated. Harassment Calls Stopped, 
Payments Lowered. Interest Reduced. Non- 
Profit Agency. Prompt Professional Service. 
GSCCC: 1-800-99-BILLS Licensed and Bonded. 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


STOP SMOKING - - - EASY!! 


ea! 206) (66) /S. ey eo! Ub. 


http://stopsmokingez.com 


— SUNVISION =: ster ahd 
m4 Home Delivery - FREE Color Catalog 


1-800-842-1324 


For subscription problems call 1-800-828-6882 


INSTRUCTION 


BECOME A MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONALIST. 
Home study Free Career Literature P.C.D.1. 
Atlanta, GA, 800-362-7070, Dept YY1013. 


BECOME A PARALEGAL. Attorney Instructed Home 
Study. P.C.D.1., Atlanta, Georgia. 
Free Catalogue. 800-362-7070, Dept. LLI013. 


LEARN PERSONAL COMPUTERS. Home Study. 
Choose "Basic" or "Advanced" Course. 
P.C.D.I. Atlanta, Georgia. 

Free literature, 800-362-7070, Dept. XX1013 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


FREE INVENTION PACKAGE Davison & Associates 
offers customized Development, Patenting and 
Licensing. Proven results: 1-800-677-6382. 


INVENTORS-DON'T BE FOOLED!" 
Call International Inventors Club. We Help You 
to Help Yourself. 1-800-466-1793. Free information. 


POSTERS & PHOTOS 


Celebrity Photos+Posters Send self addressed 
stamped envelope (SASE) for lists. Name favorites. 
Photoworld-EW, POB 20747, Houston, TX 77225. 


MOVIE PHOTOS AND POSTERS! Rush $5 for our 
fully illustrated brochures: Movie Star News, 
Dept. EW, 134 West 18th St, NYC, 10011. 


MOVIE PHOTOS, POSTERS, LOBBIES, 1930’s-90’s 
TV&Music. Send for FREE LISTS, Fan*Fare, 
1057 Kenyon, Plainfield, NJ 07060, 1-908-754-2291 


PSYCHICS 


LUCK*MONEY*POWER 
Sample our Psychics now! 1-800-925-3181 
Adults over 18 only. 


REAL PSYCHICS ARE AVAILABLE! 

Don’t be fooled by imitations. Call the American 
Association of Professional Psychics® 
Registered with the U.S. Government 
Guaranteed authentic. 1-800-815-8003. 


SAMPLE MASTER PSYCHICS 
Try it Pree 1-800-621-3790 
Special Samples Line. Adults over 18. 


For Advertising Information Call Carole Harnoff 
at (212) 522-5336 or fax (212) 467-4058 


POETRY 


FULL SAIL. is one of the most 
extraordinary educational experiences in the world 
offering hands-on training in eighteen cutting-edge 
studios. ® Ifyour career dream lies in audio, film, 
digital media, or video, thisisthe place. Financial Aid 
is available to those who qualify. Job placement 
assistance, el cecennt 


3300 vey Bhd. Winter Park nome. FL am 


HIGH SCHOOL AT HOME. Diploma awarded. Low 
tuition+ACCREDITED. OUR 100th YEAR. Info free. 
1-800-228-5600, or write AMERICAN SCHOOL», 
Dept#335, 2200 E.170th St, Lansing, IL 60438 


$$$ DEBT CONSOLIDATION FREE! $$$ 
Cut Monthly Payments up to 50%. Lower 
interest. Stop collectors. Avoid Bankruptcy. 


EZ - Fast - Confidential - Non-Profit Lic/Bonded 


NCCS (800)-955-0412, Dept. ETW 


FREE CASH GRANTS - NEVER REPAY! 
Millions available from foundations for Bus- 
iness, Medical, Debt Consolidation, Education. 
Call toll free for information: 1-888-643-4137, 


OVERDUE BILLS? 1-800-788-1141. Bad credit’s no 
problem, Licensed/bonded since 1977. Apps to 
cia aa Not a loan co. Town & cg Acceptance. 


FREE CASH GRANTS! Never repay. Any purpose. 
Thousands of sources. Billions available. 
Free information package: 1-810-262-6816. 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
(Business or Personal) 
*ONE simple monthly payment 
*Reduce payments* *Eliminate Interest* 
* Avoid late charges * *Re-establish credit* 
Also available loan referral programs. 
Call today to receive a FREE Debt Consultation. 
1-800-403-3433, EXT. 506. 


KARAOKE/SINGERS 


SINGERS/DJ’S-MAKE $1500/WK PERFORMING 
SHOWS. FREE REPORT! Karaoke/Sountrac “Ai 
Box 1106-ED, BEMESEN IL 60455 


For ebacriwtion peslleini call 1-800-828-6882 


POETRY CONTEST! 


$48,000.00 Seni one original posm, 


20 lines or less to: 
in prizes The National Library of Poetry 
awarded annually 


Suite 11532 
POSSIBLE PUBLICATION [imeAMu RU Mee-aR RIG 


1 Poetry Plaza 
© 1997 The National Library of Poety 


POETRY CONTEST Win $1,000. Be published. 
Send 1 poem of 30 lines or fewer to: Amherst 
Society, PO Box 20296-E, Baltimore, MD 21284 


POETRY PUBLISHED. No gimmicks. Send 4 and 
stamped envelope. $300 award. Quill Books, 
Box 3109-EW, Harlingen, Texas 78551. 


INTO YOUR 
ensational:s Resul 


SAMPLE PSYCHIC ADVICE 
TRY IT NOW, FIND OUT HOW 
Adults over 18. 1-800-207-6475 
LIVE PSYCHICS * DIAL DIRECT 
1-809-474-8101; Adults over 18 only. 
Int’ Line Distance Rates s Apply. 


5 nae FREE 


with first purchase 


‘Certitied Psychics 


YOUR SOURCE FOR LIFE'S 3494 


7 7, 4 
CUSTOMER SE 


ww w.psychicsource.com 


Major credit cards, chedcs by phone, Western Union 


For entertainment only. Must be 18+ 


CE 24 HOURS A DAY 
bal to phone. 


SAMPLE OUR PSYCHICS 
Try it free. 1-800-925-3181. 
Adults over 18. 


PSYCHIC ASTROLOGERS: Dial direct. 


1-809-474-2299, Adults over 18. 
International long distrance rates apply. 


Prsvcnics | 


Talk Live to the 
BEST Psychics 
in Matters of 
the Heart. Get 
Answers From 
sychics Who Care 


y, NUMEROLOGY * TAROT 
AsTROLOGY + CLAIRVOYANT 


AS LOW AS $1.93/MIN 


1-800-416-8348 


CREDIT CARD OR CHECK 


1. ang: 3 370- 1132 


= ORT 18+. EET PURPOSES ONLY. 


Let Our Psychics Give You Answers 
For the Heart from the Heart! 
1-800-824-7107 V/MC/Amex/Dise $2.45/min 


PSYCHIC LOVE LINE 
Call for samples 1-800-988-2868 


NEW TOLL FREE 
Psychic Samples Line 
1-888-708-3863 


PSYCHIC SAMPLES LINE 


1-800-803-5477 


SAMPLE OUR PSYCHICS 
Try it toll free 1-888-473-9669 


, NEW TOLL FREE PSYCHICS 
i 1-888-800-5844 
A 


dults over 18. Optional paid svc. Entertainment only. 


YOU DESERVE AN HONEST READING 
WITH GIFTED PSYCHICS YOU CAN TRUST. 
1-800-346-0575 MC/VISA/DISCOVER 
Checks by Phone; LOWER RATES! 


REAL PSYCHICS 


Don’t be fooled by imitations. Call the 
American Association of Professional Psychics® 


Registered with the U.S. Government. Guaranteed authentic. 


1-800-728-7887 


NEW! TOLL FREE PSYCHIC SAMPLES 
1-888-300-5623 
Adults over 18 Only 


Pr i Ss 
WRITE A SCREENPLAY IN 12 LESSONS AT HOME. 
Instructor guided, agent guaranteed when seript is 
ready! HOLLYWOOD SCRIPTWRITING INST, 1-800-SCRIPTS. 


a ES 
Free Search Service: every film worldwide. 
Buy®SelleTrade* RenteBrokere Auction. athrs; 
Be Ae 1-800-849-7309, Fax: 1-770-227-087: 


For advertising information , Call Carole Harnoff 
at (212) 522-5336 or fax (212) 467-4058 
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Patty Hearst 
Turns Symbionese 


The kidnapped heiress’ ordeal of torture and 


terror held America captive 22 years ago. by Tom Sinclair 


RETOOLED REVOLUTIONARY: Hearst’s radical Tania persona had the public sighin’ for the scioness 


IT ENDED AS IT HAD BEGUN: AT 
gunpoint. On Sept. 18, 1975, two men 
burst into a San Francisco apartment 
with revolvers drawn. “Are you Patty 
Hearst?” asked FBI agent Tom Pad- 
den. “Yes,” answered a terrified, emaci- 
ated 21-year-old, who was immediately 
arrested. And with that the heiress- 
turned-revolutionary Patricia Campbell 
Hearst’s life as America’s most famous 


fugitive came to a close. 

Hearst’s very public descent into 
criminality had begun on Feb. 4, 1974, 
when she was kidnapped by the Sym- 


time capsule / sept 


CHICO AND THE MAN (with 
Freddie Prinze and Jack Al- 
bertson, right) is starting its 
second season after debuting 
at No. 3. Actor Freddie Prinze 
Jr., born 10 months before his 
dad’s 1977 suicide at 22, would 
break into movies with 1996’s 
To Gillian on Her 37th Birth- 
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bionese Liberation Army, white terror- 
ists led by black ex-con Donald De- 
Freeze (a.k.a. Cinque Mtume). The 
granddaughter of newspaper tycoon 
William Randolph Hearst (the inspira- 
tion for Citizen Kane), she dominated 
the news for months, tantalizing a na- 
tion of voyeurs. The details that eventu- 
ally emerged were shocking: Hearst 
was kept in a closet, bound and blind- 
folded, for 57 days. Raped and psycho- 
logically tortured, she eventually 
“joined” the SLA under her nom de 
guerre, Tania. Thanks to a photo of 


Hearst helping to rob a bank (as well as 
tapes of her radical rhetoric), the 
heiress morphed from victim to villain 
in the eyes of a fascinated public. 

After her arrest, Hearst endured a 
39-day proto-O.J. media-circus trial; 
convicted of robbery, she served 22 
months of her seven-year prison term. 
At the urging of her family and friends, 


President Car- 


ter commuted 
her sentence in 
1979. 

Her travails 
soon 
the line into 
entertainment, 
becoming fod- 


crossed 


PATTY WAGON: Richardson 
plays Hearst for Schrader 


der for nearly 
10 books and a few movies, most notably 
Paul Schrader’s 1988 Patty Hearst, star- 
ring Natasha Richardson. “Her case was 
gripping because it had elements of class, 
race, sex, and politics running through 
it,” says Schrader. 

Hearst has carved out a surprisingly 
normal life since then, marrying her 
bodyguard Bernard Shaw in 1979; the 
couple now live in New England with 
daughters Lydia, 12, and Gillian, 16. A 
sometime actress who’s appeared in 
John Waters’ Cry-Baby and Serial 
Mom, Hearst has also written two 
books: 1982’s autobiography Every Se- 
cret Thing, and, with Cornelia Frances 
3iddle, 1996’s Murder at San Simeon, a 
mystery novel based on some 1924 
events at her grandfather’s mansion. 

Despite the passage of years, Hearst 
has acknowledged that “‘kidnapped 
newspaper heiress’ will always come be- 
fore [my] name.” Indeed, to boomer pop- 
culture mavens everywhere, Hearst’s 
ordeal stands as a grim reminder of the 
counterculture’s dark side. m 


day. RAGTIME TOPPED the 
fiction best-seller list; the 
story of an early-1900s black 
pianist’s quest for justice 
would be a film six years 
later—and starting Dec. 26, 
1997, it’ll be a Broadway musi- 
cal. TIDAL WAVE sweeps up. 
Though the decade’s high 
tide of disaster movies soon 


ebbs, it flows again in the ’90s 
with Volcano, Dante’s Peak, 
and Titanic. AND IN THE 
REAL WORLD, Lynette 
“Squeaky” Fromme, 25, 
pleads not guilty this week to 
charges of attempting to 
assassinate President Ford; 
she’s still serving a life 
sentence. —Caren Weiner 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 


